r\ #100 FIRING LINE -~ (COVERNING THE CITIES) CLEVELEKNB [,
WILLIANM F, BUCKLEY JR.
GUEST: CARL 3TOKES
Carl Burton Stokes is'the'Mayor of Cleveland, which nightmare he inherited fn
November &6f 1967 after an acrimonious campaign against Mr. Seth Faft under the
sullen shadow of the explosive riots in Hough of the summer of 1966, Mayori

Stokes' election was hailed throughout the couontry as evidence that a Negro

could achieve the highest office in a major American city - in which Negroes are

in the minority. I am interested in Mayor Stokes' understanding of the problems

irrespective of the color of the Mayor's skin, which is irrelevant to this
discussion except insofar as the fact of being Neyro affects, favorably or
unfavorably, the chances for a cuccessful municipal adminicstration in contem-
porary America. Mayor Stokes was brought up by his mother and grandmother l

baf‘ter the death of his father when he was one year old., His mother worked as

a housemaid, and the three of them - mother and two sons - shared a single room,

Mayor Stokes was a school drop=out during the Second W4ordd War, But after

serving as chauffeur for Senator Frank Lausche in 1¢43, he recolved to finish hig

secohdary education, which he did, goiny on to the University of Minnesota
where he earned a degree of law, After public service in several capacities
he founded, with his frother, the firm of Stokes & Stokes. Those who are
critical claim that while running for office he promised too much, I should
like to begin by asking Mayor Stokes whether he would agree that one of the
problems of governing the cities is ppliticians who promise too much?

S. (He lauchs) Ha, ha. I think that that's always true., All of us, when We
tun, we offer ourcelvec as the salvation of all those that would be affected

' by the office for which we run., We probably, unjustifyably but understandably,

offer ouselves as the panacea of all our problems and then when we are given the

~ responsibility weAthen begin do explaining why you can't do it all at one time,
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r\B. Is that too late though? | B,
8., I don't think so because I think voters do understand and take many of the
claims -, ’
B. Those who don't riot.

S.. Well, even those who riot. Let's take me, for instance. So much of the
reason I got = the kind of vote I cot from the Negro community - close to 96%
of the vote was because of a great investment of hope in me and in the promise
that there was going to be a substantive alleviation Q{ the problems. So now
if that hope was really invested in me at that point{Las a great deal because
I was a Negro but also because in my own relationships with, and my previous
performances in office and my own identification with these problems. Now,v
however, the great burden upon me is to profiuce because of our ability up to
this point of keeping the community relatively stable had been the continuing

h hope that was dramatically demonstrated in November. But it's totally
necessary that I'm to produce., If I don't produce and start showing where you
can touch the foundation of a new house going up or a new business within the
black community that's going to produce jobs, right there, then the reaction
toward me, at the minimum, would be the same as toward anybody else, any other
mayor whetever his color, and maybe-.

B. Even worse,

S. Even worse because, of course, the level of hope to which I khad raised

the community.,

B. As I understand, one of the problems of Cleveland is the same pfoblem that

other major cities in America face, amamely, the incapacity, in the short term,

to absorb the great immigration larcely from the SKouth and when somebody comes
to New York or comes to Cleveland and starts earnihg let's say, $4,000 a year,

one can see that there's not (oing to be a surplus sufficient to create an

apartment, a livable apartment, schools and what have you that will result from
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- his own endeavors., Now do you understend this therefore to pose a lon.=- B e
termx problem, a stratecic problem, which the residents of the city ceem to
be obdurately unfamiliar with, If you get, let's say, 100,000 people comin_ |
into Cleveland or Syracuse or Rochester, the capital requirements to accommodatei

them seem to be byond the observable resources of the mayor to furnish, Now,

is this do you think adequately understood and is it possible to make this

E——

understood?

S. Let me talk from the standpoint of Cleveland. In the first place, we have
an archaic _overnmental phenomenon here in that the mayor has only a two-year r

term to try to produce thin s, to try to start pro rams. And when I say, start

programs, I mean start them, Because our town - big cities have failed - there

are those of them that have failed worse than others = and Cleveland happens to

e

be amon: them., 8o our problem is with that two-year term. But the problem
P which you pose,- one of m gration into the city - is not one that is crucial
in Cleveland of new migrants. Our problem are thoce who were solicited here,
brought here by industry and business during the hi_hly productive kpost-war
period and the normal kind of miyration into the big cities from the rural areasg
there hasn't been a heavy influx or noticable one. Now what happeded was as we i
had the increase in technolotly in inducstriec and businesses, the men and women
vwho were formerly employed here have become displaced from the employment source
so our problem is dealing with a relatively stable number of percons who did
come here - the poor white, the Appalachian, and the poor Negro who came here
and he had accumulated here and who now reflects so many of the statistics
that are familiar in bi cities except that they're a little worse here., Now
in dealin. with this problem it is obviously goin: to require great expenditureck
of money during a time that the resources of a.city are actually going down 5
is
while the dependency of these ¢roups of people[causin; greater reliance upon

the cervicee of this ¢ ty., Now people do have a difficult time understandingk
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~thés., We, for instance, are trying to get an increase in the income tax 4,

™ in Cleveland and quite understandly some of the - in a city that has a

| majority white population and the majority of them are df middle-class
standards - it is difficult for them to relate as to why they must continue
to be taxed and the fetutns from that tax be spent rather disproportionately.
B. But in fact the majoriﬁy of the whites voted in favor of the income tax

in 1965 and the majority of the negroes voted against it.

S. But they were voting against the man who offered it - interestingly., VYou

see that was a sort of continuing reflection=-.

B. That was a kind of perverse way of expressing their dissatisfaction of the

B |

mayor, wasn't it? Against a measure that obw¥iously axx argued for their own
benefit,

S. Yes. But they had no confidence that that mayor was goiny to use those
proceeds to alleviate their plight and this was one of the reasonc why he
subsequently lost the election.

Be. 8o that if there were a referendum today you think that kthe voting blocs
micht switch - the whites voting ayainst the |% income tax and the negroes
voting for it? -
8. 1 don't think so because what I'm really voicing accurately is that there
is that kind of thinkiny among the white majority but not that their backlash,
their resentment, would be enough to keep them from realizing the very real neecf
of the city of Cleveland to have this money and meet thewee problems., In fact
just recently we've had this kind of expression from the voters which supports
what I've just said, We had the welfare levy up which meant not only the
renewal of the existing levy but an increase of it and it passed overwhelmingly
both in the city of Cleveland aa well as in the county., 8o this was an express=i
ion of the fact that the commgnity had begun to recognize that in these areas r
there was going to have to be more done aby those who were able to afford to

~make this kind of contribution, 8o that's why I would think that we'll have
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“gsupport for the income tax but I well recognize there is some feelin, -5
r\ out there as to how the money is going to be disproportjonately spent
on lthe vhetto and it's just up to a guy like me to illustrate that if we're
going to - in any kind of way - effectively approach the problems of our city
there are o0in. to have to be priorities in our spending. That really if we
had been doiny these thinygs over the years then it kwould not require any Kkin
of disproportionate spending. »
B, It ocould have been amortized over a period,
8. That's riyht,
STAT.ON BREAK
B. Now, Mayor, one of the many things that I find puzzling about municipal
finances is the generally accepted axiom that the Federal government has got
to put up the money it beiny gyenerally neglected to think throuygh the probfem
of where the Federal government is going to gyet the money in the first insfan
Now, would you say that Cleveland is worse off than any other typical modern
American city or viould vou cay that, roughly speakin_, the problems are the
3. Vell, I would say that Cleveland is worse off because of our failure over
the years to be doing the maximum locally toward treatiny problems which now,
in fheir accumulation =,
B. What is a typical city which has over the years done its problems locally
S. I think that, proportionately speaking, that Detroit has far exceeded us
in this,
B. Detroit. VYou would consider that Detroit wac exemplary in this sense,
8. Ch no. What !'m sayiny is that-as I incicated earlier-all of the big cit
have failed in recogniz ng their imperatives and the need to see the problems
that Have have been dramatically revealed in the last |0 years, but they've
b been accumulating in the last 20 years, But you see there was no precedent

for the mayor of a big city. He didn't really recognize these kinds of
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accumulations - pereons with low skills, with inadequate education, 6.
po education, with cultural disadvantages - in the history of our country
there just hasn't been anything to prepare the cilies for this phenomenon
phenomenon that has manifested itself dramatically in the bst 10 years andi' |
what has happened is that there's also been the problem of local governmenf
beiny deprived of the sources of revenue. Now, you Kknow you and I have Kicked
this around a little bit before but you know Washington, D,C, doesn't gene}ate
moeey. (He lauchs, as does B.)

B. I know that; I was wonderin, if you did,

S. That money comes from us out here., It goes to Wasnington and that's our
money that's there, WVell, now, over the last 30 years, 35 years, the shift
of the source of collection of revenue has chifted from local government to
the Federal _overnment with them now collecting about 60-62% of the taxes. :
Meanwhile, the local government where the heavy #ineeds have gome up has been

restricted to the remainder of the 36~3$ﬁ - but even there local (overnment
doesn't et it -~ the States are picking it up - the counties are picking it up
and the cities are probably relegated to 7-8% of the remaining balance. Inv
the meanwhile, local governors throuyhout the country had been taxing themselve
You know you fellows on the national seEerR scene,-you et distwuwbed about the
national debt - but if you take a look at it actually the national debt for
the last 20 years has gone up I12=-114% but local debt has gone up over 300%.
B. By local do you mean lesser than the States?

S. VYes. Lesser than the States. And it's continuing to increase, Now I
recoynize the obliyation on us locally to do the maximum we can., This ic one
reason why as a candidate who ran on a nonenecw-~taxez platform I've gome back
to the citizens and said I was wrony, I now know that we've got to have more
mogney. I'm willing to carry the burden of it and the responsibility for it,

We do have to tax ourselves to the maximum locally. But also fthe Federal
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government that us exkkzekuky collecling the ~reat pregortion of the tax 7.
revenues ic cein, to have to do mere. Or if they would co thiz - if they

viould return uc our tax money to the pij cities, kalong the lines of the

Heller proposal, this would stop so many of us from having to get on the tfainsi

and on the planes and in the automobiles and descending on Washington in a;
un '

sort of d+eorganized march dicsimilar to that which ir- .
B. Yes. ©Sul on the other hand you are an active affiliate of an organization
- (Americans for Democratic Action = which is constantly urging the Federal
government to accept more and more responcibility., The Federal _overnment
itself runc & deficit -o hcw can you cimultaneously ur e the Federal jovernment
to undeetake more and more projects and urge the Federal government to remit
more and more money when it already has a deficit., VYou've got to give on one
of these contradictory proposals, don't you?

S. I'm a very member of ADA and I've got very good friends there and

I'm certain that on many approaches to the government that we do agree to
support one another but of course I'm not going to permit you or ADA to commit
me to some program on every%pecific.

B. a security risk for ADA?

34 (Stokes laughs) It's surprising how responsible they've become over the
years,

B. They surprice me. (Lau_hter)

S. BSut one of the reasons for some groups to more by the Federal

government has been because of the obdurate refusal on the part of state and

local government to meet the problems of the big cities. 8o in that regard

people do turn to the Federal government and it has recognized a responsibeness,.}

L

And you must remember thic - that in the instances that the Federal government

r\has ctepped in in these years when a jreat involvement in local government has

occurred, it has really occurred because of the failures of local government
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P to do those things which did create the vacuum which required the Federal g

government to step 1n,

B. The Federal government, surely, is merely an expression of an accumulation |

of local pressures, isn't it? 1 think it's very hard to maintain one's sanity [
and think through to the theoretical inconzistency of wvhat you zay, namely, |
that one unit which ic instructed by 50 unitc should behave responsibly even
while those 50 units, acting severally, behave irresponsibly, Can you explain
that dilemma?

S I'm not sure at all. If you're think about Con_.ress - you're not asking 5
me if they respond to the imperatives of those of uc back here,

B. W&ll, I assume kso, because you people, everybody in this room, elects

SR S

people who go to Washington. Now Washington comes out for program A but here
at home our legislators who are also elected by us come out against program A, f

r\ What is it that's happened. 1Is it that we have been cultimating so lony the

<

<+

myth that if we ack Washin ton to do it it'c not _oing to cost us anything -

that we tend to give conflicting instructions to two sets of legislators.,

SR E—

We tell the gang in Ohio, don't spend the money, but we tell the gang in

Washington, #@k do spend the money,

8s 1*11 téll you this, First, there's a terrible lack of communication s

between the American public and those who represent them locally; those

elected locally to represent them in the national legisla tures, in Conurees,
I would hesitate, frankly, to try to estimate the real influence that persons

in the local areas exert on their national conygressmen., There just isn't

that kind of communication. Congreesmen do function in a relative vacuum

down there. They do in kmany instances and have necessarily have had to make

B——

decisions, interestingly enough, for a body like Congress,~and we'll take the
89th CKonyress - it's a good illustration. The 89th Congress was actually

well ahead of the American public. The 90th Conggress, however, has receded to
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r\ a fairly traditional picture inwhich they're probably behind even 0

the national populace reaction to the war, reaction to the riots, reaction

S ———

to the so-called crfme picture, ‘L
B. They're hidden behind really value terms aren't they? You might consider’ |
something as being, ahead, while I might consider it, behind, ' !
S. Mot if we talk specifically on the goals of the 89th Congress, ' E
B. Well, maybe not. é
STATION BREAK B
B. As I understand it, Mayor, you're saying that there is every reason to

suppose that the Concress is not accurately reflecting the national will,

There isn't a successful communication between the two groups and that the

- ————

result of this is to throw the burden on the local government where Kksuch

; r
communication doe:z in Tact exist., Now, I tend to think that's lar_ely correct.
r\ Az a matter of fact it's an axiom in conservaticm that cne of the reasons you
don't want aloof government is it tends to be unresponsive government. I
would be enormously interezted in sort of the Stokes Program for diminishing L

the activitiesc and responsibilities of the Federal government so as to release [©
to people like yourself the rescources necessary to rebuild town:z like Cleveland

For instance, what, outside the field of foreign policy, what should Congress

-

get out of, Should it get out of the Poverty Program, our of Medical Care, out

of Housing?

C-

S. What you must remember, now, is that in any of these things they would cet

1

out of that would only mean that they were transferring tc us the funds with

which to do those pro,rams which presently they're responsible for, And one
of the illustrations of this is - let's take the state of Ohio and our failure }
rs in providin, for the medically indigent person, You have to be the most abject

. poor here to get any kind of aid. As to the conirary, in the cstate 7rom which
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F\has been the problem of whether or not city hall has been as close to the r

i

you come in which a fTamily earnin: 46,700 a year, with 4 percons in he 1 0%

family, vwould be eli-ible for liedicade under title 19 of the Medicare Act,
Well, that's realistic recognizing of the costs of medical care today. I'm
sure you supported that - (Stokes lau_,hc) = well, we won't get into that,
B. vell, when youm talk about the New York taxpayers remember that their % {
plight is unhappier than yours.(Laughter) A $6,000 family is acfually payin: ;
his medical care by taxes. I think a very competent demonstration to that: |
effect can bemade but I kion't make it now, ' _ 3
3. All Richt, we won't make it. So what we rﬁ% to do, at least those of r
us here in Cleveland, = vie'll willingly accept the ¢reat responsibility for
our local solutions-,

Be Try to uet some of that money back,

8. Yeah, 8o what do we want to do? For instance, we're engaged right now

in this Cleveland Now Program in which we recognize not only an obligation
but an absolute necessity that the citizen ati the privete rector is going to
have to become actively engagjed in the solution. of local problems, Actively,
not Jjust by cerving on his Board of Trustees or some cuperlunary group of

‘P

some Kind but with his dollars and w th his kparticipation. This Cleveland Now
prodram we have properly recognizes what the Federal (overnment's involvement

is going to have to be in urban renewal or in the providing of operating costs i
for health centers and for recreationaliprograms for young people, But uou see;
part of this program recognizes some 22 million dollars from local government
and then, interestingly enouch, over 50% of what local ¢overnment is going to

do, we've required the citizens to do by raising 1,250,000 and they've done it{

i

This now brings the local participation - the local people participation -

into their government and in this respect we have of course = you know there

people as it chould have been during these years - and so what we are doing

in the Cleveland Ncw program is not only anticipating the use of the dollars

© Board of Trustees of the Leland Stanford Jr. University.



but maximiziny the citizen participat on in the golutions of rebuilding 1.
the city. In our UrbanLRenewal proyram which in Cleve]and reflects probalby
the greatest failure of any city in the United States - projects that were
conceived |5 years ayo are the primary goal of accomplizhing right now of |
the Cleveland Now proyram reflects the maximum of neithborhood decisions and
to just how we're yoiny to rehabilitate that neighborhood - how we're going

to rebuild it. 1In the recreation program we've saio to the citizens we need
your dollars in order to make a realistic, cultural program for the youn.
people this summer, e then do fcuch thinys a. ihis; we take 125,000 of it
and divide it up amon, IC croupu, averaging l10-12 Lhouwand each,

B. And you do this much more competently than any feder&l bureaucrat would be
able to do. Well, you said something - you've said many things that are

very interesting as regards the problem of Black Power and you are quoted as
saying, Yes, I do owe the Black Militants who halped to yvet me elected
someth.n,, And what I owe them ic equality and opportunity. In other words,
you failed to recc.nize that there wac any oblijation to harmonize with their
exteemict rhetoric. MNow, I'd like to ask, wnat has been the response ito that?
Are you in fact, az ~ome people are rumorin,, alienated from the Militants in
the Cleveland community or do you find that you have succeeded by your
reasonable approach in binding those particular wouhds and in giviny the solid
.impression that you are making pro,ress. 1Is the Nexgro communikty especially
cooling the situation in recponce to your leadership?

B, Well, first you know yocu use that eupnemistic They and when you use They
with the slogan Black Fower you have to really be more specific as to whom
your talkiny about because-,

B, What Ikwould call Extremists. I happen to be n Tavor of Black Pover
understood as you understand it,

8., That'e ri,ht. 8o you would-,
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E. The Rap Erown types, 2
S. Well, I think that in our communiiy in Cleveland that we have been

most fortunate in that the Mili:tants here recognize the use of Black Fower
as the kind of constructive tool it ought to be - participation and voting
process, economic process, and not in the sence of tearing down the cystem,

And you have to remember in 1967 when I ran we had the interestin; campaiun

committee that represented the poor white, the Fuerto Rican, the liberal

Clevelander, the middle class and sometimes the uwupper class housewife or

==

buzine+.s man - at ihe same time workin, with the white and black welfare F
receépant and thoce wihio vere moct militant were very much a lpart of the :
campaign ortanization, And during the summer of 1967, for instance, we had |
in Cleveland a group that came from the Black community that was compoced

of every spectrum of expression from the Urban Lea ue to the representatives
of our Afro Circle which represehts the real militants in our community.

B. What I'm asking is, did the fact of your election ccothe the fears, the
suspicions, the rancor that had been exprecced amony xthe so-called
militantz, the extremists, and that exploded in the ricts of 1966. What have
other towns to learn from your election QUA NEGRO. You are a politician who [F
happens to be a Neyro but nevertheless there is a symbol involved in your
taking office which other communities are fascinated by.

S, Well, they've just & t to make people bart of what they're doing. VYou'vey
got to remember if I'm a mistake, then the militants shared in bringing this
about and for instance'now as I conduct the government I bring in to every’
phase of our operation, the militant, the white businessman, I'm just

determined in Cleveland that fpeople are going to work together. 8o £k if a

program ish't yoing to work in Cleveland it will fail because of the failures }
: !
of those who are conducting it and it's going to be a representative group

of people who then have to accept the failure as being theirs, not Carl Stokes
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B. But it won't necessarily be their fTailure. FPerhaps it will be a i
failure, if indeed it fa Is, that is caused by &the unappeaseable instincts
of a small minority in Cleveland, We xhave such minorities in every city -
a while ago you were talking about the great relative successes of Detroit
and we all know wha£ happened there last summer, I kon't think it was Mr..
Cavanaugh's fault; I don't think it was the fault of the bourgeois community;
I don't think if was the fault of the overwhelming majority of the people
but nevertheless Detroit did burn and I'm asking whether or not your election
makes much less likely that kind of thing happening in Cleveland,
S. Well, if you take it in that very relative sense, But if you take my
election as a panacea, as some kind of guarantee that you aren't going kto
have troubéé then you're just imdulging yourself in doing a disservice to
your_self and the community. I really believe that my own participation in
the level of government in which I did it, coupled with the fact that I do
happen to be.a Negyro, does help to give me-,
B. Ah. That's what I wanted to hear.
S. An understanding., But that's only as long as I am willinyg to accept being
Black myself and being will 'ngy to 'dentify, and w:lling to try to reflect
whét government should be doing -,
B., But everything you say is said in the context of reasonableness and reason
is not triumphant these days in human affairs,
S. ldon't agree with that.

Taculty
B, Well, ask the pare+ at Columbia University if it's triumphant there or:
ask the typical policemanz, or ask the ¥yxsxmyx{(®) typical Frenchman, ask
deGaulle (lakughter).
S. deGaulle's never been reasonable, He's the best illustration of reaping
the harvest of a certain kind of unreasonableness,

Be I happen to ayree with you but the majority of Frenchmen who elected him
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don't. 14,

S. Well=Il=l, ignorance is not restricted to the voters of the United
States. Just because they've been voting longyer doesn't mean that the
Frenchmen aren't ignorant, too.

B. No. But maybe fhey should hate themselves, not the man they elected,

S. Well, I'm sure that they would if the human personality permitted one to

do that-.
B. That'. precumptuout (?) (Laughter)
S. Well, let's take Columbia University, for instaoce. I Kk certainly don't

know the real particulars, the real facts there.

B. Well, I do.

S, Well, I'm not sure but what there were some things, some needs, some
stuaent needs, which had they been reasonably approached, may well have hit
it off, The subsequent continuing problem - I don't know but it just seeméd
to me as the executive head here-,

B. I'm simply sayiny that reaszon didnot rrevail in Columbia.

5. You mean prevail-.

B. I'm =ayinc that what happened is unreasonable and that under the circum-
stduces it becomes impossible to say that reason eew+d prevailed, It is
unreasonable to grant to students of that university, or any other university,
the richt to accecs - to take command of builcdin,s and deny accezc to them
other ctudents. It's a conspiracy to deny other people their civil rights
which I think is unreasonable, Now my point is that I understand and I agree
w th you that the fact of being a Black Mayor is not a guaantee against other
people's extremism, but it i$ an important factor; that's why I want .to ask
you if, in a typical town, the qualifications of a Black candidate and a
White candidate are approximately equal, does it not make senue to vote for

the Elack candidate?
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-8, Laughs., 1I'm unable to give you a categorical answer to that because
pWhen you talk about the qualifications of the white candidate and a black
| candidate you're talking about it on the basis of their educational accomplish=
ments, experience, etc. You see there's another factor in there which you
have not weighed, that is the extent to which either the white or black can-
didate kpersonally identifies with the characteristic problems of the industrial
city. In that regard, it is conceivable to me that there could be some white
candidates with that factor added in which would give them more of a claim
to be elected than that black candidate,~
B. Mayor Stokes, you cannot, by the rules of logic, question jthe hypothesis
and my hypothesis is that the two people are equally qualified so you can't
say that I'm now going to prove that they}re not equally qualified, This is
the hypothesis, |
S. I accept your hypothesis,
r\B. You have to.
S. No, I don't,
B. By the nature of public discussion. (Laughter)
S. I can't be lead down that lane, If x we go back and say that in fact, in
your hypothesés, that you have included this kind of factor-,
B. I have,
S. I think you could move within reason to give the black candidate the edge.
B. Not if, in fact we are struggling here to give special life to the symbolic
mobility in Americam to the minority - that is to say, doesn't it make sense in
the light of American tradition to give the edge to the person who has the
hardest problem as the result of the historical situation and isn't this
something that gghieves a municipal reality in the matter of the government of
the cities. 1Isn't it predictible that under the circumstances that if you are

™

. successful here in Cleveland it will suggest to a lot of other communities
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that Negro minorities even smaller than the percentaye here that there 16,

P-Q'is a great deal to be said for voting for somebody in virtue of the color

of his skin.,

S. I think you could make that argument.

B. You don't want to make it?

S. I'm not going to make it. (laughter

B, OK,

S, But there's another factor that gou introduce, that you have to consider

and that is that cities are not for very long going to continue under their

present corporate structure. It's impossible for a Buffalo, for a Cleveland,

to continue for very long because of the tax situation as a city within the

boundary Hines in which we plan it. You're going to have to go to some form

of metropolitan government,

B. the tax base,

S. I mean the tax base, This then makes, you see, the question that you asked

B. More complicated.

8. Much more complicated because of so many, many more people. You're talking

about the identifiable black community-,

B. Shifting the ratiom back Ko the white majority.

S. VYes, that's right.

STATION BREAK

B. Mayorm we have a question here,

Aud. Mayor Stokes, what would be the verdict on Cleveland and on the fact of

your being the first mayor of a major United States City should Cleveland

indeed experience a riot this summer Kor next summer which exceeds that in

damage of the one we experienced two summers ago, not only in terms 6f kyour

H beiny re-elected or the ppssibility of other Neyroes being elected mayors of
other major cities.

. 8. That of course depends on the intelligence leve| of people being able to
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underctand that riotc are color blind nd that lhey are not able to buy 17
insurance just by electiog a mayor who happens to be black, Now, I'm sure
that if Cleveland c¢oes have a riot in 'GC and/or in '69 that there is going to
be that kind of reaction to future political efforts of Negroes to obtain
significant office on the basis of their qualifications, But this reflecté

once more on the continuing problem ofi the part of white America of being
Y

able to yet across this color line and understand that pecple are peorle,
The realities of it are that they are still huny up with it, There are white

Clevelanders that consider me the best insurance policy that they could have

4

ingected here and do not even today recognize the things that I'm talking to
you about in this way right now, 8o I kiould hope, becauce of the efforts of
cettinc the American Hecgro into the political process which has been the
channel throuch which every bersecuded kethnic minority group has uitimately
entered into the main stream of American life-, |
B. I respectfully dica.ree, but go ahead, I think that primarily the avenue
to progress has been economic.

S. VYou're not going kto be able to divorce the economics from the politics
in this country and when you consider,

B. ¥kX Tip your hat to economics and go ahead, (Laughter)

8. Yes., I welcome that correction, The political and economic process

. : . : i f
throush whiéh every minority group has become part of the American main stream-

it will be set back, unquestionabley, by some persons, just by the fact that I
happen to share the same problem that other mayors have.

B. We have a question over here and another one and then we'll go back there,
Aud. Mayor Stokeks, Senator McCarthy, in his campaign for the Presidency has
advocated that the Federal vovernment guarantee a minimum income to the poor
of this countiry. Is this comethin. that you would advocate for the solution

of the problems of the city of Cleveland?
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S. VYou mean as one of the ways to solve the problems. I think that 18,
alhmost every person has an understanding as to where the country is going to
have to go in this regard, with the execption of a few persons, (Laughter)-.

B. A few enlightened persons, (laughter)

S. (Laughiny) A few enlightened persons recognize that we are going to haie to

turn some kind of floor in which we say that all pereons are going to be
guaranteed at least some kind of living maintenance level. There are several
ways you can yo about it; your guaranteed annual income; your negative income
tax; and there's a good argument in the elimination of the various mulkxti=-
faceted programs of shifting over into this manner of at &east guaranteeing

that there's a basic minimum zpark on which people are _oing to have to live,.

I have no problem in agreeing with that concept myself, 1It's one of the things

we're goiny to have to go to.

~

Aud. Mayor Stokes, you proposed the securing of 11,000 new jobs in your new

e

" program but I'm wondering how this is going to solve the problem when in fact

every day you can see in the newspaper that many skilled and unskilled jobs
go unfilled,

S. Because in the 11,000 job package are the job-training job capacities in
whicﬁ part of this, some 2,000 reflects the national lines of businessmen's
commitment in Cleveland in which we literally take that person and spend that
amount of money necessary to make him a mechanic, make him a machine operator,
to make him a productive person, 8o he untimately then will be reducin. that
person you read about in the employment pages of where they need a skilled
percon, Cur objective ic to make him skilled, Thece are not make=work jobs

we envision,

B. kK VYes.

PMAud, I'd like to address this question to Mayor Stokes., the increasing

what with and funds
burden of state and local taxes and|the preferral Federal programsfavailable
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and yourself being a good Democrat, say, accessible to thecse fundz - why 19,
do you find it necescary for thé city of Cleveland to wring further funds

out of the taxpayersc kto provide more proyrams?

S. Because that thaw thal you talk about ic-,

B, Invizible.

S. It really is. You cdon't really have to talk about munificence. You don't

even ¢el there. The coct of doing domething about thece cities is just a - and

I'm sure Bill Buckley would agree with me - almost makes you say that it's
impocsible to do and we don't have an alternative, you see. When we talk about
the billions of dollars that are necessary to rebuild the cities you have to

think about it in the same mental framework that we had in makinyg Germany once
aygain a viable country after it was relatively reduced to acthes and cspend a
minimum of at least some |, billions of dollars in a foreign country in that
regard - a kind of foreign aid, We have not approached that kind of propor-
tionate spendin, n the cities of the United States. And it is that kind of
massive spending that you are going to have to do in the future which really
makes the spending that you apparently think is such a munificent sum at this
time quite inadequate.

B. But isn't it interesting to meditate why the private sector is unavailable
to do this. We expecf?massively years and years and lears and of course it
produced the most country in the world. And one wonders why the
private sector can't be assigned a continuing responsibility when it has done
so well in the past. Have you ever wondered whether zsome of the distortions
that keep situations Trom improving mightn't in fact be caused by government
itself, For instance, the monoply labor unions,- surely drive up the cost of

construction to a point where it makes it almost unrealizable for somebody

hwith a small income to be able to buy his own apartment, let alone his own house

Aren't there a series of such interferences in the national free market for
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which government might very well be responsible, in whichiyou will wind 20,

up criticizin_, in the plenitude of kycur vision.

8. (Laughs) You know, WNr. Buckley, you can thrcw?thene questions that are

so eacy to agree with the yeneral . It's a pleasure to be with
you. (Lau,hter) But you see once again government did have to step in, KWhat
we must do is to bring the persons who originally built the cities back to

rebuild them and to keep a continuing investment in them,

B, Thank you very much, Mr. Stokes,
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