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FIr~li'JC; LINE - CMl \,'IE WIN H: VIETi'JAi.':?

WILLIA1 ...; F. BUCI(LEY Jf~.

GUE3T: HEF~r.1Al'.J I<AHN

I •

B. Herman Kahn was trained ae a ~athematlclan and physicist but he is known f

- to quote one adrilirer - the von Claus'.'lltz of the nuclear 3£e. What brought

tllat on \:Ia~~ a book 0','- l'rofoL'IH.; impQct publ i~,·i:ed in IS',::;O ane: calloJ, G!

that c. ti-Icnnonuclear ',:"'Iar ':Ioufd not necessarily mean ii-Ie end of I ife on earth.

r·;1r. l<ahn, the· Harvard-Princeton noted hyperbotically i~; very irnl,atlent \'Jitll

stanuln r,.: of 1\'lr. 1<:::1111 is a popular IntellectuJ.1 r,;a:..tirne, not to :;ay cor:1fiulslon.
...

tho s e r.' hob eli eve t h Q. t nu c I ear '.'1 a r ':1:) LI I d b e so rn eh 0 ':1 un p J Eo a ,- Q. n t • Th e mit; un cJ e r-

He used to \'Iork for the fiand Corporation, the ~,overnrneiltl s !:rincipal Think-

v con due t s pro j e c t S 0 f In iii tary, cl i p 10m a tic a nels a cia lin t ere E, t for :l h e ben efit

~ iof the ~overnment, the armed forces, and. if we are to bel ieve a recent dispatc

:l'Jel son ~ockefeJ I ere These days, of course, everyone is askinQ lv;r. Kahn and hi

·associate::. QL I-IUD8CiI·J \'Ihat are theirvie'.'ls about the :Jjetnam ':Jt1r and i'/:r. Kahn

.has obli~in~Jly put t~)_'ether t1 book completed just after the Tet Offensive,

c a I I e cl, CA i I ':) E ':: HI I i ~ In ETl'J M;l 't I should like to be~.. in by t1:::kin._ i',:r. Kalln

:':lllether n l1i~ Juo,~rnent~ilC Tet offensive \'Jau incon~;lstent \'Iitll tile United

. States ~stjmate~

f< • Til a t 0 f fen :,; I v e '. ! a ~.: not. inc 0 n sis ten t wit h Ul e est i rnate [-; t hat V1 e had. It

'~'Ias a little Incon~jistcnt with tile Impact of the~e estimates, ti:lat is, \'Ie knev,

~ i n I ate I 967 abo u l tile rea rrn J. men t 0 f tile

'ililporto.!l.l ti :-1·~Jc.l~;••lc 2-/:.0 hac vl3:riuu~;

VC and ,11Irlor:t'no!)Ocij' ,-!nccr~toocJ ~lO\'1

. 'J ,~'2~ .
un it:. ~ i1C.'ll:. ':! c ,- c r 0. the r Ifa rn i f I a r vJi til

tile movement of poupl e prc~·I"ET. Til (': Y 1:1 ere t ra PI! ed, 0. C ~\'j d I I y • ·(ile order of
'- . .. .. . '. .. .
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_ battle ~a3 the same, that is, no unit showed u~ in TET ~hich had been

I previ6usly identifi~d, had been operated. By FebKruary 1st General

.)
e..

...,j """"':iestrilorland gave an briefins '.'Illich read,S vE:r~' '"c:IILOGay c~nc .. 2neral

Ilyan(?) ~ave one on February 2nd. On theK other hand it's my impression that

they didn't really believe their O\'Jn briefin~ls. They VJeee very up,et by TET,

in other \vords.

G. '\'Jell, \'Ilien tile SCQlc of 'TET '.'las l'ilacJe Imo\'!Il to you, I tetl,e :t tllen you were

not surprised that they ~ere able ,to iput on this kind',of offensive but did yOI

instantliy understand it as primarily aimed at a riece of psycholo~ical warfare

a~ainstthe United States?

K. I don't think it vias aimed as a piece of psycholo:,ical vlUrfare. Everybody

\'Ias surprised at the SCALE, Hlilt is, tlie bank(?) of the attack and the fi rst

QnJ iJC1~rol - coorc;;nation - to n,il:,

did have a 'Jreat deal of ski II but not as

r:luch as \'Ie thou ht because the, actual tactics in many case:-j '.'Iere very bad. In"-' -,
other ~ords they, overextended themselves. ~ In al I kinds of places there Derc

'Ie effects that ~'Iere just Vlorse than thinl.j~:O done elserlhere. Eut I don't think

the thin '.'las pbycholo~lcal. I til i n:~ kth ey li I d c;{:: c:ct col I a p s e of th

e I e Iil e11'L ~ • (, .~ ~:. c. L. C .. I I .....
nI i I _ I :'; no \'1

• l, i _I~ _ _ '~:- _ .:: f' _ I. :.:" :... ~, r c -~ r c =-, -~ • ,-;-, ey ,,'ere'LO ~~ l:. l. un t I

re;,;cllcc..i IJ~I outside uniL3 and none of the outside units carne in.

B • Wei I, i fit \'1 ere not I n ten ded a sap sy choi 0 9 i Ca I act u i d I t non ethe I e s s

h~ve that impact?

1<. The Impact ':!Qe; irlcrcdlbl2.

~-j; I c: n 1 C fir:, L 0 c cur r c cJ • I ',IOU I cJ be '.'1111 in:;; to CJuess that on February I st, 2nd

~lrd, l~th, ana maybe LI!: to tile 5th and 6th, Hanoi ',',las very drpref;sed by the

outcome - the lJillion:ll LiberQlion Front. The main ImIJ3ct of TET ".1:1:: tl'lat it,

______ apf;eQred to l:,e '.'lorlo - \lh::;'-L actuQII'; hal pened is COIl'Lr0Verslal - Itapr.:;eared
...
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the world that we had said ksometllin~ I ike come Gut ano. fi·)lt. They 3.

came out and said ·.. ce, j'oulook toul]h and-CIt le<).:..t .0.: f~.'r ::<;'~

defendin.; citie.2 ':!itll a ~~ort'of perimeter TI'; E rc; '::e re r:IT.C r::.-~ype thin.J.

people waul

80 to th e . wo r~u i c ida I 0

air-lifted

being

I?,OOO'oo,oco troor;~;

obviously favor the second way the

·1,
I

i,. ,
I

I

a·s a \'Jhole the thin.) looked I ike an enormous defeat anLi no Americ.Qn:..overnc.en

I,e the cie~perate 12,000 air-lift.

I
c. HO':Jdo yel' 3CCc..<'I~~ f~ r th8t't

1< • It's not COfliplicated. It's my own .bel ief th3t' the ~hole discu~sjoh

"1
i

'1

·1

~I~'.: I,ro:;t crucial vie':! .in the f.Jenta:..on i~) that you can'.t vJin thi:::, \'Jar vdtll

bLlsine'~~;-Ll.s-uc.ual but Iflanted a sen~:e of 1110lbi I iZ:ltion and '.·Jar-time emersency.

"-" The President I sU['I~ect - and I [lave no ~pecial. information here - Lioe,,; not

~ ~ant to have pressure~ for escalation. He ~as againutit~ Thl s is of courue

hiu ri Jilt to make kthe (Jecision. MY'gues~ i~ tilaL if thi;.. ~~e request ':;Jas.

actually made it' ~ never been confi rl11ed. It"~ just that same old i~::.ue c9m;n

'fhere wa~ al~o some fear - people ~ere unceetLl.in ~~at

'-. _.::- lei '::: r··
'.;L:f12 I Ic.:::: on the out,·kirt .. .::f ~O:,l Oi-I. If L.iley ~o.::ol<

up a~ain, ba~.;ica*lly.

:::1~.. ()ir~· un - ~rlcre
I" .,
.... I -- oJ

VII ~~ Iv. c

,i I·, A. r":·./iC:.:

LI-I.~C of/o~~~~ciM~t,
I

_. I _. L . !:.": .~ ; I C r·~ , '. ." -.
I...L ....

headquarters and if;jace~ I i.ke tllat hao a

real :::en;,e of it:J beinS a dyin'~ .-asp, the Battle of the .8L1ICjc, and so on. :0

I not i I e r 'N a r d s, has a tiea fo ton e 0 f· our c rue j a I fa- i I u res bee n, a s s·o oft en
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. a II e 9ed by. F' res i dent Johnson and some p eo pIe , the rei n vi ~ 0 rat i on of the 4

Hanoi government constantly results from the appearance or J,L'LlI1L;! in An'lcric:
)

~
I'r;'~ ~:'_ir(; it II,lL-~ l·jjQ.jf 2. L..i~ role ~Juti"L.':_ han; to tell r1C:: "ILie: .•

I .;.' Y(l t.i Ire i n 1-1 C1 n 0 i

I
..J

you mu~t ~ake heart at the kind of disunity in the United ~tateE and you

probably over-estimat~ it - though today it's hard to over-estimate. I,

however, a~ree ·.that our 0,-111 ~rovernmentand [:ome of tile rni I itary command

off,cials themsefves ~c~ept (?) some of-the problems that are often attributel

to tile fress.f11atis, the Pres::; could issue a kind of distorted reportinlj,

nobody art;ue~ that - even tile Pres:::; a:;rees with that statement.

B. Distorted,-in what sense?

1<. There are really Lj. or:> differentl<indG of (ji~:,tortion: I) He don't live

. I . . , .
L 1 ~ :' '.:: S 1 'L. i V e . ('?) :3.1'1_, I .e ~.. ,.,) ':: e don' t I i Ij e ina r e J i s i a u ,~ c 1I I t u r e,. soy0 u

can't report it as an .anti-co01~unist cru~ade - that looks indecent. 3)80 you

:have to report it at the ~lUrnan level; the tired f,,;arine, tile child-mother and

so on and if you the qual ity of T,:', a ,'"," c..

.., .:.11;:;., . ,-.'j re.1 i '.. I ". C..I CO i c c.\ I . .,". I
L..I i ...... L.

_'. ",) I c· I.- L' \. I •• J •

level it'~ automatic, ~ thout any bias. You have a ·second thin~ - I think

::0108t ~fx*~e Americans misinterpret ~he War.
..

They think of it as a racial war

: That'~; ourformulatiolJ, not the Vietnamese·fomlulation. They think of it as

: a forei~.n intervention unwanted by the mass of the peo~lei there a~ain that's

:our formulation, not theirE;. Slit you add these kinds of rni::;ror,·IL1IlJ.~i\.:'n:: to

~ I : i

',-" . !i 0 :., "-:, i I eat tit u d e- •
'Sr~I~m9X&nK~K STAT,eN GREAR.
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8. You say, ~r. Kahn, that you get a hosti Ie attitude as ~he result of 5.

these ·distortio.ns •.You mean' amons: the people at large o'r the intelligentsia.
,
~ No. I would say tile intelligentsia is too restricted here thou£h they're

",

,;

I
I

.J

1
,j

the center of this movement ot attitude. Most people in Europe and a ~reat

humber in the United Jtalec feel that they're destroyin~ thei r country. Wei I:

if your're destroyino the country you can't 'be hclpinj it. L~t me Live you

an example. I sat next' to a ",'Iar (?) hound ana I vlatched an Allierican fi~I-,ter­

are
iJoilLer urojJlJin:.- napalm on '!- VC cam!.:... Now if you Ra~6 HletY[jical American

you 1001< at this little man 4'.11" , you sali§d say, he must be :ympathetic witll

that heroic man in bl~ck pajamas andayainst that man in the airplane. You'

can't conceive - at leu:t i\r,lcric8n:.; C2.n not - that tje's not on t.lle oti'ier ~:ide.

i~o\'1 tllis man next 'lo me '-lill turn to me ,and say the. napalm i;:; not as Ilot as it

used to be - he's mad the other way. He hates th~ .National Liberation Front,

tile VC, and tha~ s~3m~s any racial feel iri_s he may have. But ~e find it hard

to believe.

8. '~'Jell, \"·;ouJdn't you suess that there VJould be" n~rJspaper rJriters and report(

"

,K. Th e y don t t not ice it. I once heard the follo\'lin:.:: I asked a number of

:American officers - I Ii'Janted to formulate this issue in its mo:.;t basic terms -

::this vias about hJO years ago - they all formulated, and·these are ver,:! bi~

: ".

Q I I these Vlh i '~e faces. I said, that &ounds very tntere2t·in~. Do you

:IHlveany evidence of '~ili~; a:;idei'rom the ne\'Jsparers that :'IOU read frofil horne'?

. :That· I, <'
..." you've been in the country 6 months, a tear, do you have any anecdote

In fact v·lhat seems to hapf.iCn in a typical:to prove tlli s point of vi e\'l.

:".! i e t naIii C: S C v i I I '-1 '_ e , . n 0 ~ :l('I", c: .....
• 'oJ but J. frie(lvly 011(:, '. ,- ", \1 'C e ,- 0\

_II'-J." II., you

Lehave. If you bel)~l\!C '.'Iel I .<1nd Hley're nol too ~"!eak, ·they' re:: I/er~' friendly.

~If you be;l<1Ve b~dly and tliey'rcnot LOO jJO':"!cr-i"ul, they're rno.d. flo';1
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interpreters donlt like fuuericans. The same, as the French interpreter-atnlt like
{

6.

tuoericans. I don It saj there IS no racislil. Race is not the sine qua non; many bther things

can swamp it.

B. Now wnat are those other thinbs~ I want to get to tilat uecause I knoW' that you

are veru cplIlcrete C1CilXYJlX in your book but I just want to clear up ti"lis point so we won l t

be accuseO of hitting and runninb'

K. Sure.

B. You say tliat we Jon l t live in a beroic culture or in a theolobical culture. Do, I

understand thi s to be a remark that you are ,naking about American intellectual s or

certainly not about tile lJeople at Laq,c.

K. I would make it 'fiostly about tite upper class 'fuuE:ricans, tne intellectuals, the

/

people who roughly speaking, and this is a kind of clielle, ~.:lstern and \lestern seaboards.

B. kK Yea'nJ.

K. Tbe 'liberal esti:tblisl"IH:.:nt.

B. How about students?

l". Stuccnts - I could llOst witilOut question - certainly in quo'te "tile better ::;cilools."

Tnen I would bUt::s:; tb.lt. )U/~ i,s still a C1lristian funuCiiuentalist country - but tuese are

not people who have ,nuch influence in t1legovernruent.

130 And therefore you t",cl tllat tllb,-l; is no sense 01 satl.siaction- - woulo J'ou say tllere
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7.

was no sense' of satisfaction twenty years ago wi,en we made progress against the Germans,

the Nazis?

K. Well~ that was quite differcnt. It was(n't)'? an iueological wur. Nobody, or very

few people in the United States objected to dropping bombs on Gennan civilians •.

B. . How rio you account tal" the Jifference.

comIilunism.
Y:. . \~ell, there a nu,nber of uitferences Jlere. for one tliini:, ehe-t'.l'l:I'UtR15 1001(s very

llluch 1e:;s meanacing to An~ric ..ms. IJe have sometimes pointeu out tllat one of the effects

of this war has been the humiliation of the Soviet Union. I've known of Poles and Czeltks

who've asked Russians if you can'·t defend North Vietnam who can you defend? ALnost every

American I I ve talked to tl1inks tnat it I S a

i I alillost have to agree with ti,em by the way.

- no.t a

Americans are 00t interebted in

And

pUC,ilil1" tlH~ 00viel Union 'around - they're not even intercsteu in pllsllin9

thina 'around by and large.

our earl ier position.

I H1ink it's a rather larger position even tllan

u. You say lar~er, ~h.at do ~ou mean?

Kg Tnat. I/lore jJeofile hold tile position - that we should not ':)0 out of our way

to push the 8gviet Union around.

8~ NoW you as a strateg{ut - ~o you bel ive that the American d~si re not

to push -the doviet Union arouno'is the resUllt of Gn American fear that she

wil'l be~provoked into a nuclearretaliation or is it rather that the American

people are finally beCOftlint; convinced about the politics of cor:ver:;.encE: and

bC,lieveUlat under the circumstances one ou~htn't to provol<e sOrTlE:body who is

© Board of Trustees of the Leland Stanford Jr. University.



8.
travel ing more or less toward a happy horizon.

1<. I think it's both. They're not worriedaqout nuclear ret.al iation

\'Jicic~f)rc<)u h:1 ief tll:.lt tile Col.d vJar i::> over. Tile usual example used is
....

but you oon't leave sleepins do~s lie. fvio re i mpo rtant the reo is a

'.

.<II.

the ~oslem-Christian example. That's a bad exampl~ 'cause the ~osl~ms

lost that war. If you don't believe that, ask them; they're fai'r on that.

But there are situations, say, the' battle between the Emperor and the Pope

when the nation sate ran away with it or that .betweertlhe king and the

ari.stocracy· when the people ran away With it. And I think mqst people.

today tend·to feel that the C"old ~Jar is basically over.
L

B. Nov'J, you I ·~3.ther, dissent from tl1is generality, do you"

K. I oissentwith tile finality and completeness with which it is stated.

I tend to think that the Soviet Union, barrin~ certain po~sible changes

in government, is in fact a relatively cautious state today. Not always

cautions. I tllinl< that thei r actions in the iviiddle East and the rli'editerran

"-' were reckless - but not ridiculously reckless, you l,no.1. And, it's ~Isoa

state ~'1hich 'is not fanatic today. China is in a simi Jar position now. The
Christian?

disunity doe::> not impress ydu asit impresses most ~eople. Of Krish~nti (1)

\;;;ri' uisunited and in fact Chris·tians fought 'on the ~ioslern side, j';,oslems

fought 'on the Chris·tiJ.rl sielE:: :., .... ~~ .. ~:t \.:~ .. :.. tt:-mpors.ry.

, . ...' ..' t '. .- ,". 't '.. I :. .., ,~ .• , .' . -. ' ·t . ,.... ,::1 v"rl.J 1<..lr1", IOU:"i1 ,,'l):" erll..i,. l,OLll ul",Ulll (':U.

B. Now you reject - as I understand it you beyin by saying it doesn't make

enly to <J.s~~ the question \"Jhat should we do freln tllis point on - this was th,

be:;inllin,.J c-f YCjUf 1.lctllOooloGY,· is Ulat correc'l't

,';. 1 \,!ouILJ make that stron uer. I think one 8 h 0 u I Cl \'J e beth (

but the most important ques·t i on ri 0ht now is \'J!-Int do vie do n0·:1.
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lot of
S. Now you reject atfaitly popular proposals for proceedin'J

successfully against the j'Jorth Vietnamese which strikes sorne or ~'vL:r

9.

auioli rr re;' a~ anofllolous. Fori-instance, let flle a:.,k you this. Could you

give me tt1e reasont; for opposing an intensification of tile bombin,,,, of IJort;!

'vietnam?

f~. Err, yeah, it depencis on vlhat kind of intensifiGation. You recommended

above moving the bombin~ 'South of Vi n('?)\Jhi.ch is roar)lly Ic' ueJre::.:: ~(n.:i

t h ,:: t I '.'10 L! I a i 11 ten s i f ~I '~I iCJ nil 0 u ::; I y •

I,:;; • Ye tl • I til i 11 kyo u ~: a i li, I til ink i tis c I e::t r til 0. t \'J e ',Ii i I I los e i 11

mi I itLlry erfectivene~;:::.; lJy recJucin~ the bombinS] ~M l'~ortll of Vin(?) if as

uOutr1 ":'ietnl.:i~':. Gut L:.efore that you diu list tile intensificQtion of the

bomb i nS ' in til e 1"40 rtfl •

K. Right.

8. As '0methin~ ':Jrlich you oppose.

f(. There are really three reasons for bombin~ Iwrth Vietnafll. The first

anu Cfiost in;portQnt rea::;on in FelruClry of 1,:)::- '"I;:;~': to increase the morale

i n J 0 u t h Vie t na rl! • II t til a t poi n t the y 1.'1 ere c I 0 ::.; e toth est Qteof col I a p s e •

once 'tt'-Iey felt \'Ie ':JerE: cOlilr.:itted the l1:orale sikluaticn c;'I2.n"ed o.lnost overni

Tilat rev-son Ilas sort of ciisappc::trco really. TriO second re3son is to make

l1nd larse, I really tllin~ til::d. U,e~/'sllOUld avoi

North Vietnam bear tlleto~ts

p a i n 0 f t his issu e .. I 0 ':1 , IJ Y

of the \·~l1r. They, too, should feel some 'of the

competition in pain as Iflu'ell as possible, a~ a seneral lprincir.::Jc.

5. Unless it has J. slratc~ic utility" ri~llt? You don't \'Jant poetic justice

K. I accept the that i:J, if you have a mi I i tary \3.nu

a:.;en J. I I n LI mb e r 0 f C i v iii C\ n ~ 0 e t I, i I J e (j i 'i:. ~'J Qs not i n ten (I eej • Yo u :.; h 0 U ,I lj f1 ' t
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a i rn at c i v iii an sJG irec t I y • t~ 0 "'1 Y0 LI ':.i eta v e r y t 0 u s h prob.l efll •

guess that the pressure on f'~orth Vietnam, bi~ as it Vias, \'1as not big enough

to be very useful. You can never tell about tlli s. The, Japanese llave told

,~

us ttlat if 'ne haLi held X,out one more day at i'Jake Island tlley vioula have qui

Sut lthcy uon't ::.;ay tll;J.'C ::l/iC;ac1 of tim.e, unoersL<1nu, anu you OO.llt notice it.

And a number of people tll0Ll'jht the pressure on I'JorHl' Vielnal/l \'la8 bi~ enougil

and th'ere is sOf"eLilint,; to say for their ~ai side but I '/Joule... ::eti II tend to

reject it anuI 1 fil ';'Ii II in;;) to reject it strollsly enou)l 'co Eol ililill<.d,ethat

jJ a rt i eLI I a r fJ r e ::> ::.. Ur c •

5. That's ri9i1t,ti13t' s ri0f1t. '1~0\'1 ~'!hat acout your oppo~i tie'li to ~;'/c

}(. Tt18t 'o'Jo ..du be I tilink a very useful military r,ieacure ira our terms. It

\'Joulci not be over':;helmin'J. TIlcre are other ways boats but it woul

be usefu I. Th e 0 b j e c t ion is, and let Iii e b e f ran k, you' r e c II a I len 0 i n 9 Ru s s i

a bit furtiler. 1:0 ',I I' ve Ru~;sia this ti-,inij ane: I uon't see ,;;,hat the

A, i~u s s i an S co u I (J co a IJ 0 uti t to COl:: e (j e \j r e e but. theyl i1 ay b 8 aIJ.I e to' fi sure 1t

out •.

u. Youmean \'JitilOut <:l~l<in~ the Huu50n In:-;titute'?

K. (he lau:..,rls) In,soine senGe the 0niteo ~tates SflOUlu be cautio(I~: ','Iithout

askinj ~~at can you ~o about it.

c. Yeah, ye::111, yeitl o LJuT, in point of faCT. there i::; a con~iuerQLJle unanirni

f<. Ttley tend to asl, tilernselve~; not at I of them b,\.-I'l COfTE of them - ,tti is i ~
,

useful frolil ourlpoint of viev, and then not asl< Vlrlat can '~hey do Clbou.t it

what 'ilOulJ the retalilltion be. ;10;} th.e obvio'.)~~ retaliation to arllieci t)outh

Vietnarne:::e \'Iith ll'.Jal i ty weapons i ,,;

I"'i/rov~ i:.IL1.t' "j'!;,.\1 i Ly.
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B. You do have a real 10':ji stical prollern, con't yo:u if you sL;cc<;ssrully II,

patrol the access to i~orUl Vietnam by H,e tJea, C;on'-i:. ~IOLl, ue:C8.UGC tile iJJ0aS

~ conlin; cio':.'r1 tllrou<jh China are: suuject to a lot of interrLq.:;-i:.ion.·.

K. I HI i I Ik t.I i ct t ·1:- s t-l3. r t J Y t rue • Yo LI S Ce you' r e not rea I I Y P I ann i n 1.:1 0 n a

blockade of North Vietnam - you' re not plannin~ to stop ~ussian ships; al I

you're p/anndlllg to uo is make their boating (?) more difficult.

8. ;:)upposin0 I ask you to bounce off the proposal of 0toppin~ '-loviet ~fl'ips,

a LJ I 0 c 1< a :.J e •

K. l'u make a Clcclaration of I.'Jar a:Jainst i~ortil Viei:.I1;;;'J',·1 first.

8 • Are' you i n f a v 0 r 0 f -U13. t '(

K. Touay, no. 1 cun i,li:l:..,ine lii=.tIIY circumstance~ in Wllicl1 I would befin favor

of it; I 'u be a ~ a in::; tit no liJ •

8. ,','hen you Gay, nor,l, 00 you mean because there is a periou' of ~nesotiation::;

K. i'o. Tll<.l.t's not trl_ crdciill issLie. Tltis is an incredibly unpopular ':Jar

IIlC,-\SUrt2s to dlanse tne Cllar'-lcter of tfle i'~ar I think vioulu be counter-producti

...... B. It's politically unfeasible, isn't it •

1<. Unfeasible pol itically and destructive pol itically. i'~ol:J probably a

dec I a rat ion 0 f \'i a r a ~J a ins t I~ 0 r t 11 Vie t n ami s a I ::; 0 a r i ~J 1-\ Y act but I say i tis

jess risky than a blockade ',Iithout the ueclaration.

lI. JU ..., vlJ.,y in jO ....lr t...lIOi~, LjLlote::..,"it- secm~ inconcc:ilJal-.le that eVen tojay

I'Jortn Vietnalll liloulu accept any ve'Ltlement that incluued as a seriouspqssibi f

tIle lons,-terlii O\JCI~ ~,rl eventual nun~communist'': i E: t '-j ;::li n 0 1-' '" '" I ,,0,

OOllli;1<:1tion of a cwl i ~io[\ ~ov(:rrllilent. in 0~i~01l.
Does t.hat mean that in

connection with the ~aris talks you simply flatly predict fai lure, or else

capitulation by Alilerica.

t< • Fin t I Y i :., too st r u; Co •
. k d t 't . t I .....'0 LI I r: be -I- tl-l a t the J"If I V~J.S as e. 0 DC" on 1', u'" I

·.:ollil. IlOt re:.;~!lt ill <:lny'tlling. 1 think that for various reaaons JOU have to
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try to pursue it. You can't just go by tile \'Iar Qoctrice. 12.

You have to prove to yourself t~at peaceful means are inadequate. You've got

... tot r y;' p eo f.} 1e rn a ~I b e c I eve r • 'i: e 11 CJ. vela 0 ked at p 1- 0 rn i s e cJ <:; etl lei;1 (; n t s for l! LI i

a ,:nilc <.lnU 1 ~c;11 ~rcl'.l u!=' :::Et'~leflJiGJnts tll2.t ':!O~ld be a kind ofagonizin9

cOlllproliiise LJehleen tilE:' United 0tates anu North Vietnam. Thin~s that would

sati'sfy both sides' minimum objectives, absolute minimum, ,you know, would be
, . ' ~ r

completely unacceptable to tile sl'outh VietnameSe\i'Jatiornl Liberation FI-U,',t

__~.: -L I. : :... .. -:> L: I.. ) ~; 1,.; v .....: '_ ~ ~ ; ~ .~ .. ~' ..•
......'- ,J.< •••

a ~ L. I""; ,_ L.: :,., L _I (;".: .. '_. I '..: :... t . : i C. C

~.. _I i ,:,.',:: 'L.,:'.;L. ""':'~~:" "_ ..:ri l:e ne'joti ated.

B. 'We I I, let's pause fo r a mome,nt bec'ause I want to ,ask you someth i n9 that

I think will bring out tile best in you.

;:>TATIOI-J BREAK

B.' Now, i'/ir. r(ahn, as I understand your present position it is this: vie migh'!

have \'Ion in tile past I"<.lei \fIe behaved differently. Had \':e behaveu cjifferently

the past '.'Ie rni'.:)ht hJ.vc uottcn ariay \;Iith doins GO had we betterrprotectcd

ourselves ~ith a useful and real istic rhetoric but in point of fact in 1968

'most of th~ orthodix means of closing 6ut this war are unavai lable to us. Sui

you nevertheless, as I understana i,t, believe that even given the Gividions

'in America, and given .the hostility ,abroali, VJC still can vlin the \'Jar in an

:acceptable 'Nay.

::1\,. Yearl. I LJelievc tllut quite 0tron~ly.

B. Coule you tel I uu rihat some of these -.

: : K ,. The rea rea n U 111 b e r 0 f .~ iii n SJ s t II 3. t c 0 u 1d b e Q0 n e, the Hl 0 S t i rn p0 r tan t th i n 9

bein~ just to improve the efficiency of the operation 3.~ a ~hole- a mi fitary

'operation a mi j itary operation. Let me just give you one small point.

~about 550,000 solaiers in that theatre, almost all of them on 3. 12 ((lonth

'rotu.tion. It's u. very cOlnplicated job 12,000 miles ,).I.'.'ay; a forei,}n country,

,-,.forei ~n.problf ems; I coulun't ruCl (172 man operation on a 12 month basis
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of rotationvlhere everybody started from scratch,· it J'ust can't be l~• ..J.

done as far as 1 1 m concerned.

8. But tt1is is true only of certain soldiers surely; it is not true of

generals.

1<. It is not true of a number of the top officers but I couldn't r1ave my

secretary chan~ed every 12 months, ~ith a 30 days off inbet~een. Now it's

done for ~ood rea~;ons; if it's business Uniteo ~tates it's har

to lilake soldiers to I"luke t:Clcrifices. It's Ilard to ask an officer to stay

211- months arlay from his family. I VIOU I d suggest that for tile combat so I cii e

12 months is reasonGble. They learn mucll in combat 11ere but they learn

faster over there. For the others, and that's the bulk of people con't

forget, 80,:;, I vlould sug~est a 24 month tour for IfIOst of tller,1 and do

something for the fami Iy. Fi ret of GIl, lJ. uiS !:.Jonus, money is very helpful

possibly a trip i-lome or around tile ~'Iorld, or half-I:lay arounJ so you can go

bacl" to tile \'Iife - fllaybe you coul<..i inv,ite your \'Iife out tVlice - this kind 0

thing. Ttlere' are Ulinlj:3 that can be done. I t ~'I i I I be cos t I y but you 9 e t

some reservations for some of the officers. but the improvement ,in perfor-

mance woul~ be enormous.

5. Has tllis been seriously considered by tile penta~on'l

K • Eve r y b 0 o.y has s u '0 0 est e d it. It's al\'lays been turned dO\Jn on tile ground

that it ~ould be oisasterous for morale. 1 Doul<..i like to separate morale a

b t 'j-ake a pOl'nt I l'ke 'till'S. Your're, an
combat soldier from tile non-corn a' •

. t 'c Ie Y'-·u ~cl~y, 1", lire'i"'r::
officer, Ga J', \1110':,; Liecil o.:::;::;l0neo 0 a non-COliIO(l'1.. ro • v - .. U r

r' 'J' ' I C 'l-l"lroul.1,l 110 CI'Ol'ce lJ--I'" r,lint: l'r,1 in 8. non-cor,lbat role anc
TI~11L.1-ill~ 111 COI:I)(l'I... - I

(In a combat

. I' t'l'" of o·uty· I't' s' C":eem~ very unfai r., Yes, butpen a liz cd by an eX"L, ra .::: r,lO n - I v , ~-

his morale yoes do~n but his ~erformance does not go down.

I I r e I -t edIn " \'10 r d i t \'1 as
officer morale allu COrdlJl.\t are very c ose y lJ.. u

unfa i r; it often it allu \Ii II be i n-ltlle future
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B• He Vi 0 nIt type m0 res lou I y 0 ran y t h j rllJ I ike that. I k rI 0 '"'' t I, iJ. 'c .14.
I-

you I V C [,1 a 0 e s eve r a leu ::.- <j e ::.; t ion 0 • :ii", a taL; 0 Li tan 0 t iH; r 2 !l~' G r cp:~ I E:

:.::u:.>..;estion that ~'Jouldnlt run a:th~wart political realities.

K. Jel I, the most important one is now bein~ done. Wekept the oouth Viet-

narnese army badly underarmecJ - all ':jorld ~'Jar II equipment - they didn't even

have enou~h rounds to practice.

u. ," ?.. 11 Y •

I,. ',,'cj I, one of ·~I1C.. l-~~.~,,)ib fIdel ·to do ··..Ii til tile fear, excessi ve fear, that sonH

of tllis equipment \,)ould find i:ioudi its \;:Jay into the ve hands. Here you llave

a funny rcaction.lf'loLl issue 200 rifles and they ki II say 50 ~people \'lith thos(

rifles anu the VC capture 5 rifles, you say, all, they're fishtin0 \"lith. our gur

and you feel in a state of collapse. It's an excessive reaction. Today ttle

VC have such ~ood equiprilent that they voJOuld'laugll at our MI rifles.

,-,. l'. As or last '::eol; cr -';0, that i:.;, fai\rly recently.

G. Gut lthi G situation is tJeinu corrected.

1(. This is no'.'! ucin corrected.
\ . .

,5.• i.. O,J, \'lhat about trlC role of uernocracy in til~oLlHI Vietnam \:!hich is somethil

: that the critics of the Dar pay a 0rcat deal of attention to - you've been

ljcnuinely repr'eseritativc', ,;hat is your feel inCj about Hie relationship ot

::uer.locr,atic iri~ti·i:.uLiolj~ to l.i·;e Iilorllic 0';" till' -,;101.i·ti'l

. f\. ',: c: I J :t I I " 1 ct:. ;1.! I: e ,~ c.', l.' "J' C: n i I'j ! .. J. n)' c a ::; esth e 'i C, fe~1 put upon by thei r

I eader~. It's a completely cynical country; Vie seem some,'illat less cynical.

I think t~e more crucial question is t6 what ~xtent do the people su~port the

'vee I \OJOul d ar:Jul: sor,~etllirHj betvJeen 50-70 percent, more or less a,::;ainst.
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If you fi~d that the bulk of the people ~~g against the VC are various
.1

'-'. minorities they'd be ;lurt if the VC came in. (~r. Kann:then enumerates

....

several nanies of these minorities 'iJhfoh I wOL;lun·'t attefillJt to spell.)

Tliese are all people 'Nho tend to feel tl"lat a VC victo.ry ';ioule be very iJad.

f 0 ',,I a I !;l 0 S t iI·a I f c i ~ Y uno t i"l ere i s v e r y lit11 e Gu pP0rtf rom the c i ti e s • No·

American need feel t11:it lie is op~osinlJ a popular 1i10ven~ent when 11e opposes thE

v C• I'd I H, e to b e fa irab0u t t h i 5; very f e 'i~ rev 0 I uti 0 n a r y rilO v'e.111 e n t s are

popular: The L, .• ~. revolutionary moverlient \'Ias not very r)opular. Ti,e VC has

earn eat 11 e i r r i :. il t t 0 'i i c toryin til C1 t sen s e, but i nth c 0 U i e r sen s e ','I r:: c..i 0n ' t

haVE to feet Hlat VJe are oppOS·i1l9 it. 80 fir as governrTients operate, in a·

funny way, the ~ou·tn Vietnamese ~overnment may be the most democratic

S,lovernment in Ulat entire area. The. current (?) government I'm talking

about now. F-ossitJly tile F-hil(ippines would LJe more democratic.

b. Those 'Nho SiGE ',li tn tl1e VC - Hlhat percenta~'e of tilo.5e ':Ioulci you. Ijuess

.... 00 so simply because tiley I-lave become convinceej Ulat the VC is ljoin~ to voJin

ano unGer the ci rculTistances it ooesn't pay tlll,,'l Lo 00 IH;rci·c in thei r

h • ., ~ II t I I G ~ c.. (. :. , I.. ., VL >.J :. i (,., to ; Hi e y can be.

Trle Olu ViL'tncliri controlled ~bout ~O;..> of Hie :'outrl Viet,i;;lr71ese population and.

tIle vC sti II controls tllO~e areas pretty well. These people have been.

VC for 25 years; it's just thei r government. You know, i t l s XQUX ~ort

of an infrastructure situation.

B. ~~ppose you attempt to answer the question that is so often made pubJ ic -

they cite F-resiaent Eisenhower as saying that if tllere hao been a free electi

in 1954 it~\IOLlld have been' won overwhelminSjlyby Ho Chi :vdnh.
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K. They don't quote it accurately. It \12'E.; a free election of he Chi 16.

i\':inll "·-:rsus 8ao Oi and tha.:. I vlould guess is probably ri"~ht

'-' very popular. I~don't think Ho Chi Minh woula win an election today against

almost any' reasonable candidate.

B. Why?

K. Because he's a communist. NO~·I. if he dropped communism he would win.

automatically.• <:iee, !,eof:>le 'Lond to think 'of the I'Jational Liberation Front
,-

a:j carryi·nlj tIH:; LJ~Hlrler of nationalsim but actually nationalism is loose in

t.odt country. Ttlere are at least e or 9 ~parties that are very nationalistic

intensely- and nobody owns that issue.

6.

K•
...

i s

'..,b.

How could ho Chi ~inh drop'communis~?

H. :=·~,,'t; it would present trouble. Now he did drop it in '46-52. He

an authentic national her. but the country is basically anti-communist.

Then you ':wulu preLiict that in a free election in' North Vietnam even

...

ttlat Ho ·...hi i,,;intl vloulu very likely to lose ·assun.in~ the opposition had a

"-' chance t.D· ~ romu Iga te .i t::; -.

:K. I don't kno\'J about l~orth.Vietnam; it's hard kto tell the state of its moral

~nd so on. lie woula have lost a free election in '56 in North Vietnam I think

b • Th ere IN e.r en' t to b man y v 0 t e r s I eft.

:~. 'Nell they hau ·the bi~ Ipurues then and overshot. It's hard to tell. I

:\'Joliia hot be surpriseu if he coulu ':Jin ttlC e'lcction today in i·;ortll Vietnam.

i· t I 00 k S 11 e r 0 ie, i t fee Ish e r 0 ic,. t hat kin U 0 f t h i n9 •

6. But in 00uth Vi etnam you .feel tllat peopl e are isnora'nt 'nllO suppose· that
..
'ihe communi3ts speal< for the majority of the people.

K. I don't know any seriou::; person who believes that tooay. They might have

believed' it 3 or 4 years ayo.

s. Why dio you use that alarmin9 figure 575~ becau-se if you're allo'.'Jed by

i.,r. 1<~\lln to tLlI\~ ~)Ui.· 311 YllU nL~d is·lo steal one more and you've sot a mlljorii
'--"

--f<. I thinl< to be nlore accurate it k'J<htld be someihin~ I ike '('lis, something I ike
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....

20 to 30;'~ wou I d lean to\'Jard tile ve. 30mettl i n':J more til an that \'IOU I d

J_dn toward the government - the rest are fence sitters; very fi rmly fence

'-"sitters and that 70 was supposed to prove the f~nce sitters •

17.

E. But you think that in a free election the fence sitters would move against

til e commun i 8t I).

K. Unless they thousht the communists were goiny to win. Vou do have this

problem in that country - people do very much tend to vote for the winner.

G. j\io':J, \'Jhat about the otller point that's rai sea so· often Ilaving to 'do \':ith tne

lana reform and the peasants': Gernard Fall used to make a S)reat aeal an':'llt thi s

I Suess everybody kno~s that land reform laws were enacted 8 or 10 years ago but

they It1 a v en' t bee n t urn e d 0 v e. reffee t i vel y tot 11 e pea san try • I n you r j u c;j ~men t it;

this s~metl1in9 that \'Jt2 shoulu .attempt to require the JouUl Vietl1llme::;e .,;overnment

to do.

K•.lell, the land reform situation is very, very compl iellted. There are a

. .

r'·I.·~S tl,~ ·Ian:. ill ' ,< c;r 1.:... •.. "'\lly associated ~'Jith peasantry. There's no parLicular

so~i'l invidiousness isay' jn being a tenant. If you talk to many peasants they'

te.l I you H,cy'u pCt;';-cr L.e:tc,:;r I~ental contracts. In the area that's m03t importa

- the Delta -,most of trle land reform rlas al ready been carried .througll eitr1er by

Djem, by the VC or by tho current ~overnm~nt.

UI' ~ivill~. ti1~ ·farli1er or pea~llnts

Tt:c:re is :l v::r~' i ..~:.Grt0nt proiJlerii

any more - certificate

of oVJI1er:oilip. I II rae t n Ij I leo f theriI ha v e val I d tit let 0 .til C I Cl n d 'lX. ey f a rrn •

5.: \Jell then yOLi oon't tl.inl' this is as an Important a point from the point of

vievJ of increasins; tile support of the SouthVietnarnese for tile governillent of

30~th Vietnam as a lot of people maintain.

1<'., A very irnportllnt point to mal<e clear to the pe::i:':;i:.:IY~::' ·:.'oL:lc;::; 'CO ~,:!:.' that

t:,2 .Jo.l1tS f(
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land'lord~j on SiJeeps 3.nL. never turned the money over to tLl1e l'andlorci - 18.

that doesn't happen any more so far as Ii' knovJ. IJo,'1 \'IOul G .. J.:' l:.ouo.:1 i:.ilat

irnlJOrtclllt \'111ich i~ an important caveat· ('i) tllat the peasants are uncertain,

kno'lJ • Th ere are are a S VJ 11 e III e you can doc e r l'a i n til i n ~ s lJ 1I 'i:. i:. I • c: r e

uon1t clailll to.

G. You sho'!l a consicierable oisciain for the enclave period ·.jjti~cir2.ual ':Ihich

~rofesGor Calbraith o.(,u"'.enero.l Cavin support, 110',',' cOlne"(

f<O ,Iell, let's o.~SL!rllE: ~/()L! :-;eno a tele0r,lril to _:,(~r,r:r',1 .. (;.-,L,orl2.nc.i or ALrams

and 0.:;1, tiler:; 1'01,'} \ioulu'You ,~o throL!~h 3.n enclave thGory (';'). Tiley ':JOul,d

... send you a telet.;r::t;~lb<:cl< - Can \-Ie first of alltrco.t tile concl::tv2 as

conquered terri'i:.ory; I)U~;ll !Jcorlc around and not \'Iorry about tllei r feel inss.

6econc:ily, can \'ie cut it of'; COliipletely frem the outc-:icie territory.

can rle bOlllb freely in the out::>ioe territory ::'E:C8L:':l~ YlllJ'Ve jot

Th i rei,

....
concenLr~~ions. :an 0e raid, pursue, despoil ing attacks. ~nder' tnese

circurnstances ':.'e miSll1, :lo/d it. for a \'I!-lile.

JOU can't ilold it. - 0't.ron'jer than that -.

It' you can't do tlle~e tilins:;s

S. HOI:I corne ~_.cncrchl ,:.avin ':1110 i::-, L'. traineu solGier uoe~n't k:IO:i tilCt~'(

f.J u r tJ. t r.o 0 ! J ~ e nera j ~; •

8. '(ou called him lJriJ I iant in your Ljook - you 'diun't reGtric·t it lo tilat -

you CJidn't cirop a -rootnot.c.

f< • (;n c: r;1 u St b e pol i t e • He' s a v e r y n ice .~ u y , ' Sen era I G0. Vin, <l n G q i..1i t C
Cu c ~~ J t:: \,1

talentcG in every ,;ay - ClJrioc;t cver~1 I:Jay I l,iLict-[;J.y.l'-rv·;::;-r~/-[TlinlJt:~

except Iili I itu.ry. (LClu')ltE-r)

l'~ • '( 0 U :.0 C1 i u i L. 1 ' I lou c; (; rv c: :\ lJ U i e t ~:; i I ell::: c: •
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C. De'll, I'tlr. Kahn, I tilinl< tllere are some stuc.enL_~ here that \"1oulc.i like In./ .
to ask questions.

'-'".... 1\ • Su re •

reserve the riljht to COlninent, if I rnQ,Y.

..

B. Yes, sir. Have you sot a mi~e there.'

ne~otiQ:ilions in f-8.ri:.; CililillS ulJ, ClO yOLtfcel l:lat ho ~hi 1\'linll \'!i II be; 3,r1/-rliore

back in 19S6 i'!i1CI1 tile proD21bility '.'Jas U,at i'le ',"!Oul~j nave ':,'on Hie election

yet, they i'Jerc taken a':/3Y fror:! 11ilil ~o to speak - '.'Jere never allo\'JE:(J to p'roceea

00 you feel he is oel i~dtLJ '~o ne~oti'ate~ on tile L~;,i:; tilut tiler<:: r;lisht be

fre~el~ctions now~

K. Free election:-j'- first of 0.1,1, ore a very oda comcept ir, that country. It

takes a certain a~ount of ~tructure, a certain amount of experience to ~ave a

~ free electon, really. 'y'ihoever runs that election v'li II i'Jin it. rh e one \'Jho

~,

lool<s I i ~\ e Q ':Ii nn e r ':! i I I ,': i II it o v e r':!f'! elm in',; I y. 111C': p<::op Ie, I:: t 1 I be

by til e poten't i a I uinner, 'so it' l" ve ry uifficult. If J'OU l.l~:~ l:: '~I i . ti I i i't~
iJ

I 0 0 kat Q 1 I r c: a. ::, 0 n 8. I.... I eli lOll ~ I " I til i n 1,\ i; 0 C:-' i I" i c, i I I 0 ;~ c :.' it. ratllcr ;,,;.;~pE.'~

I ' " 'I·,' ',! I ",: I..."/ "!' 'I I "" " -,~ ~, :.:...~ .. r.. .. L I • I ,~ . I~I ;:" \' ''': ..... _.... -- • - "-

, ' ~ 't t' 't I,' I ::;'L \'!": , f- rob J. L' I \I 1. i ) l C 0 un '~ (; r poi n t C' f II i ~.; popu 1i:i r i t Y • Th: ,i ... ortll Vl e nLlI~l 'lien; _ .... - J

t )' <:: rea I I Y '-' rl Am eric a 11 con c en t ,. the y don
point is tllOUI0(I, the election concep" ~.... t'

:accept jt for tile f!Lure of tfl(; state tllere, really. For til err :: Q I E it is to

'::..vr'~ of ratify tile ,dJ.lluo.te, of haLJit ('t) not to C;).JO'.:E

~ u e s ~ ".' II ()

B. Yc:., ~i r.
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Aud. iv',r. Kahn, you mentioned that in South Vietnam there are about 20.

30% of the.people supporting th~ Viet Congo

B. Or leaning toward the VC.

Aud. Or leanin~. I'd·like to know h·ovJ·the VC were so successful in

Sff1US'0 1 in;; anna into .:i'Kouth Vietnam for tile Tet offensive ana' r,~e llnd .other

.K. Exc:pt ~t"or Hue tile probl·ern '/Jas very simple. Taa or tilrce Gays iJefore

't-Tet the curfevJ \'JaG uroppeu and you just walked into the town, ·carrying.

truckloads in if fOLl ':lanted to - it '/las almost tliat bad. They hifch-nil<eu

1- .'. , ,
L .: 2 I i·~L.1 C L:ornpl icated. Every year tl1ey've had a Tet in obscure

...

places. ,Ie announce it·to tile vlOrld ~ .the \'Iorld shO\·~s a massive indifferent

so \'/e figured 'J/ell, trley surely wQuldn't violate Tet (I trlink this is

~ u nco n G c i 0 u s rat· 1e r 11'1 2. n L: 0 n sci 0 us) VIher e til e for e i ;; nne \:'1 S [) a fJ e r x rep 0 r t e r ~

'flere. That proveCJ they \:/ere violatin; the aljreeiilent. uo in Gome o.spects

I think ~e tended to feel that the foreign ne~spaper reporters protected

the city at least during Tet. In addition, there is a kind of ~ood feel in0

... . Gurillu Tet •. Every year literally ti.... CU~~J.I,l... I,·,·

r1i;;Ver Leriously·iilolcuLea.

cominy into to~n.

It was just hunl.Oreus of'·tllOUCCiIH.iS of peopl e

!<. i:ot ,:i,ere:: ·l:.i:e: ."(orei~n reporter~j 'iJere. [-'lot ',:here ·i:.he n(-;':JspC:'.per rc;portel

\"lCrc:~. Tiley ':Jere violated in the boondocks, you.see. Another thing, the

fact of a Tet·truce had 00me reality. [jut it's not· u violation unless the

vioJencei~ from IC-20/;. You're obuiously right; it'2 G. h:c.:rl Ha.riior kine..

(, i til i 11
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. ~

.~~ I •

.... . I · - t' , , ' violated Tet~I..;~"crc: (':I'i:'" ;;ell~e of re i~lOUS r.:roTantl 1011 In rlllVld'~

Did it shock a lot -.

Ie It ~'Iould'ilave srlOcked any single ctty. If you had hit just .:)ai~on or

50 much
just,H~e or j~st Dananu, it would have been. real aggravation, not Just

profanation. ret, v1l1 i lei t j']:\~; r ~ I i i ;.1 ~ . ~ .. , i', i ,; ", ,', ..; '" ' ... ,~ I "',_
- .1.

IIU l.

, : -. . .
\.... --

put to~ether. Wlen you ciid it that countrywide, the a~gravation tool< a

,different character, so to speak, it was too biy an operation to -.

I,..

8. 'rranstnd it.

K. Tran s~nd it, yeah.

5. R~ih t.

I do not t~ink 1t Dould fit any sin~lc city.

.....

STA rrmJ ~REAf<.

Aud. r,ir. I\ahn, you uer-e i:.alkinu about tile Fue!Jlo 'incident. Do you Ulinl,
~'I i It I

the .Sl1ip Yo/ebl+~ iJe retLirned uithout trle crevI or the crevI returned ~'Jithout

the sllip. 00 you thinl< the Vietcong vd II I<eep HIe srlip \lith its weapons

and return the crew unharrned'l

1< • I tllink there's very I ittle chance of 'lI'le ~ihip iJein~ returneo.

sure the creu ~i I I Le r~turned at som0 point. It ~ouJd be very startlin~

I I Jon I t LJ eli eve ':1 e I I I In a k e an

pre-return apoJd>::,ie::i ~'/iliCi-1 the j'Jortll Vietnanwse are Clskin0 for.and

confessions. Ice r t a i n I J' don' t bel i eve tile y Ire jus t i fie u • 80 I ci 0 nit

I, n0 VI rIo VI i t VI i I I b E; ~ e ttl e cJ •

o. \(C~, sir.

Aud••JiU, tile pe:ace tall,:.; uue to occur shortly,'I hope, do you [;ec any

blood-lettintj as occurreClIGurin~ trle same l,ind or I<orean incident.

1<. Yeah. I tl1inkiJotii sidc3:liJI try to t IIpu '. lem~e/ves in a better

b~r~ainin~...' i 'ositioll and 1 tllinl',.lli s ';Ii II l'ilel:.ln to both siJcs

© Board of Trustees of the Leland Stanford Jr. University,
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military position. In. our case it's probably improving the armoured troops, that 22.

is the South Vietnamese troops more than our owo. In their case it probably means

battles. I don't consider this bad faith by the way though I think it's to be expected•

B" Do you think that President Johnson h; demor.'\l.ized in the sense of believing tlmt since

he ha:.. in f~f:fect ::;ul:r~nd(:r-('c p litic;;l I-o"'f'r. anti8apatCll'ily, he cll:.-:htr,'t H. c.ct {IS a

chief executive in behalf of a party whose dominant wing desires really a complete quiescence

K. I would guess that he had exactly the opposite feeling. By resigning, - were you at the

press conference the other day - much stronger nnd much tougher than it normally would be doni

I would think that by resigning as a cendidate he now feels above the battle; and there's beel

almost criticism of him recently. I think he can now take any action he feels is in the

naticnal interest and justify it.

B. And justify it, ha, haG

K. I think it's the exact opposite of a caretaker government or a lameduck situation for

sdd reasons.

t. There's a question over here. Yes, sir.

Aud. Eh, Dr. KaltU, I have heard statements recently to the effect that if we pullout of

Vietnam the VC will punish all the peasants who have helped Kp¥ us. How do you feel about thj

K" I think - it's a little difficult - in V)ietnam wheneveK you help~~he Americani.or the GVt

,the government of Vietnam-you tell the VC they forced us; whenever they help the VC they us t1

VC forced us; so people have a basic excuse. There were mo~e than a thousand people killed it

liue and they ",ere on lists and Hue is 8 town which is unfriend ly, by and large, to the Sa igon

government. So it should not surprise us if they killed something like lt of the actual

people available to them. IfThey did something like that in Vietnam as a whole which would be

about 170,000 people I would rather expect that in a large range of circumstances you might

get enormous bloodletting or punishment. They might be different - this is a question of

policy to some degree. It's a very bitter war, very intense and the feelings run much higher

\1
than they did inllfur Civil Wa1l.", fo1t example, or BUy civil "re:tr I 1 m familiar with. It's easier

......... to the Arab-Israii± conflict than this conflict. So it would not surprise me

if the blood letting was worse than in say, lndones ia which '''8S supposed to te about :WO, 000.

© Board of Trustees of the Leland Stanford Jr. University.



B. Weuld it be as bad, in your judgment, in the ev.nt of a victory over the VC o Would 23.

it be 8S bai as for instance in Indonesia when they overthrew the communists.
'-"

• K. If ~ any particulartcok Qver I think it c~uld be but very likely if the current Saig&n

government wins it will be a coalition type thing as it is today, you know, with the Americans

very much there, we have 8 tremendous pressure there for reconeiliaition. I think recon-
. (,cQunting?

ciliation strikes most Saigon Vietnamese 8S l~ommie-naEis. Could we talk about that?

. B. Yes.

K. They feel much more stron~ly, not strongly' On the other hand, the American presence

is very much for the reconciliation thing and it works to some degree.

B. There's one more question we h«ge time for.

K. On both sides it's very bitter, you understand.

B. Yes.

Aud. Do you feel that Vietnam will evdr turn into a thermo-nuclear war?

K. I would suggest the changes of that would be quite remote but one can never say that it

can't happen but it's a very remote thing as far 8S I can see.
'-'

Aud. DQ you think thermo-nuclear war would wipe out most of our PQD9lation if there was
...

a counter attack on us.

K. In a thermo-auclear war where the Russians have lost all of their weapons in a surp~ise

attack on American cities out of the blue and did not ~8Te any fo~ their strategic forces

so they left themselves wiped out,-somewhere between half or 2/3 of the population. That

wsr w~uld be suicidal for the Bussians also. It's hard to imagine anybody walking deliber~te:

into suicide. I would guess that if there was a large-cfale therwo-nucleBr war you'd find

.bGth sides being very careful, with interests (7) picking and scr~aming, not with elation

you understand th~y ,",ould have to have a theory as tu how they colild survive it. In other

words it would have to be a very careful war. The ususl concept people have that everybody

:recklessly presses every button inkhe house out of sheer exhuberence does not describe

the men in ; they're petrifi3d with fear of tkose buttonse

~ Aud. Mr. Buckley, you mentioned peace negotialtions and you so~~how managed to get in the

word capitulatioa. In you~ opinion who 6r~ ve capitulating to if we leave South Vietnaroe Is

© Board of Trustees of the Leland Stanford Jr. University.



24.
it to Russia, China, or is it just communism.

B. Well, it's a little bit of each one of them.
If you

ef what we said we weu1d never de. .we. ..,,1 d like

We would be certainly capitulating in te~

we eQuId say that ..,e
aud prefer!_ capitulate t~ 8urs.elves..

'.

We haye stated that there are certain things we would never do, one of them to permit the

CQddUnlsts getting away with the subjugation of South Vietnam. If, i. fact in Paris, it

turned out that we had signed a treaty that made that almost inevitable I would call this a

~apitulation.· Call it a capitulation to your muse, if you ~e£er it that way, but it is a

capitulatio. in the most formal sense of the word'

K .. I don't think you'd call it capitulation of the Vietuamese .. 'You'~e fighting OT~r South

Vietnam; they win; you lose.

Aud. Mr. Kahn, I'd like to have yo~ opinio. en the legality or 1llegality of the war.. I'd

als~ tk like tQ knGw, do feel that the United States is justified to stop aggression gr de y&U

feel that there's so~call.d aggression there~

K.. I do nut accept the position of the governmgnt that the North Vietnamese presence in the

~~uth 1s aggreision. That's a divided country,with no reeogftized frontier. It would be

exactly the same as East And West Germany .invading each other; 1t would not be aggression; Qr

North .and South Koren; or the two Chiuas. On the other hand I do not think that the National

Liberation FrooD~ is in auy sense 6U indepeudent agento It'. run completely from Hanoi and if

that's what you mean by)agbression, kthat's aggressiono But those are the Vi",tnamese, you

understand.. It happens that we, outsiders, like to make these pSl't:ition lines sncred frontiers

hecause ~e don't want to run risks. But U8 North or South Vietllnmese thinks that way.. No

'Fast or West Germsn ow Chinese, y~u see, so it's not ag~ession in that sense o

Bo \~well, nOw wait a minute. W~uld you say that th6 war ~y the Arabs agLinst Israel was not

lIgg-ressive?

K. It depends on whieh one.

B. Ha, ha.

K. The first one was noto They ",e1ru fighting over land which they thought \oTBS their own.

.......

K.

What llbout tbe aE-lOt ODe:

The last On! lT~S stnrted by Isuaelis who fbared sggreesion/
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E.. The point is surely that the South Vietnamese had that particular frontier ~.bout 25.

85 long as the Israelis had the 1948 frontier. In fact the Uni~ed Nations was willing
~

to ~ecognize South Vietnam as an entity.

K.. We, as outsiders, wish to preserve the strttus quo no msttelL '·iho suffers by it .. It's very

U1I01l strong and "O"1'y legitimate but aggression has a concept of stealing ~owr neighbor's

territorYi that i& not their neighbor's territorYi they're both Vietnamese.. It is elear that

they dist~bed the ststus quo and to that.extent we'~e going to be mBd at them; but it's not

tl statu8 quo they've ever accepted (j]l:' allowed themselves to accept ..

Bo In other words you'~e saying in effect that tau have to hsve subjective acquiescence iB

order to lUke for quoti:!S lIaggredsion."

K. ~. legally recognized line. It's not beak 8 legally recognized line.

Eo They ccn8ider it irredeutls~..

Ko Yeah o It is irr.centi~m. both sides. By the way. the South Vietnamese want to unify the

country, too. They don't 'IDot to end the war; they want to take Hanoi. You know. they're

'-' Nationalists - both sides p you seeo Now, the otheIc' thing you asked about - the legality of

interventioao As a kind of a lBwye~-Q

END OF PROGRAM
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