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(MUSIC UP ~ UNDER)

ANNOUNCER: "Firing Line, with William Fo Buckley Junior.

Tonight's guest, James Fannero Our subJect, 'Where does the Civil

Rights Movement Go Now?"

Of

i

(MUSIC OUT)

BUCKLEY: "Mro James Farmer is probably the second-best known
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Nagro leader in the United States, arter Martin Luther King. Mro

Farmer, ror all intents and purposes, tounded CORE, the Congress

tor Racial Equality, which he lett a tew weeks ago to head a

cOIOl'l1unity action proJeot sponsored by private and pUblic agencies,

designed to harmonize with the poverty programo fvlr. Fanuer is gen­

erally classitied as a mi~itant. whose public utteranoes and injuno­

tions tall some~£ere between those or the leaders ot the relatively

conservative National Assooiation tor the Advancement ot the

Colored People, and the self-oonsciously radioal Student Non=violent

Coordinating Committee.

"Mro Farmer is a man ot extraordinary and varied talent, for

instanoe, he has in his hand a degree in ohemistry, whioh 1 hope

will not enable him to reduce me at the end of the evening to a

cloud ot dusto Later on, he earned a Doctorate of Divinity rrom

Howard University, but refused to be ordained on the grounds that

the Methodist Church 1n those days practiced racial segregation.

He chose the active lire and pioneered the 81n=in, years before

that for.m of protest was institutionalizedc . Mro Farmer believes in

protesting at all seasonso He flatly refUsed President Kennedy's

request in the summar of 1963, for instanoe, to call ofr the civil

rights demonstrations, pending debate on the civil rights law,

which was passed in the sPring of 19640 .
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"There are those ...= mysel.f .for instance == who think o.f 14ro

.Far.mer as a man dissatis.fied with American society beyond the

dissatis.faction o.f the Negro who has suttered the material and

" psychological trials ot' segregation. He has seemed to me to want

America to move in a direction inconsistent with American traditionso

I've had the .feeling and I want Mr. Farmer to talk on the

subject tonight that" if he weren't himsel.f Negro, that if there
""

weren't a Negro in all of America, or if you like, I have the feel ... I

ing that if I were a Negro and all other- Americans were also

Negroes, that still he would want America to move in a new dirac=
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tion, that he aligns himse1.!' with certain Negro leaders whose

dissatis.faction isn't exolusively with the plight of the American

Negro, but with the plight o.f Americans in generalo Mro Far.mer,

you're most welcome; and I ~ould appreciate your comments on this

or any other SUbject you want to bring upo"

FARMER: "Thank you very much, ~Iro Buckley 0 First ot all,

President Kennedy did not ask us to call orr demonstrations in

the SUMmer or 19630 We had many demonstrations then, and probably

the last, the largest demonstration ot all, the mass march on

Washington, occurred in that summer. Now Igm not a traditionalisto

You speak of some or my positions nying in the race of American

tradition. IVm not a traditionallst nor am I an inconoclasto I

do not believe in traditions for traditions' sakeo But if tradi=

tions are no longer us~rul in providing a better life for all the

people, then I think those traditions should give way to new

traditions 0
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"l"or example; slavery at one point 't"Z2.S a tradi tion in the

United Stateso Segregation has been a tradition fora long period

of time. For many, many years lynching was a tradition. There

were an average of two lyn~ings a week for a long period of

time, up to the ~econ8tructlonperiod. I'm opposed to that kind

or tradion o Now it is a tradition for Negroes to be hemmed,

largely, into ghettos 1n the North, and increasingly, 1n the South.

I'm opposed to that kind of a tradition.

"But \lhen I oppose traditiona, I try to create nEnit:raditionso

The new tradition is a tradition of brotherhood, a tradition of

equity and equality. And as long as that tradition does its

purpose, as long as it's useful, then that tradition should pre=

vail o It the time Should come when any of the new traditions that
'.

we create in the civil rights movement no longer are useful, then

the next generations O~ subsequent generations will have ,to change
•..~.

those traditions and oreate new oneso I don't want America to

move in any direction which will be damaging to all the citizens

of the country.

"You ask \"mat 1 would do if I ware not a Negro or if there

were no Negroes here, or if all of us were Negroes Q The fact of·

the lU9. tter is, no Nogro in 'the country can forget the ract that he

18 a Nagroo Because it 1s pounded into his heado It'a pounded

into his consciousness. from the earliest momont o£ conaciouanessD

lim trying to help create a society in our land where that will

not be the caso."

ANIWUNCER: "lio have some of thei positions outlinedo I think

I

r',

f
I



@
ro
o
ll)

a.
o---l...,
c
Ul-CO
CO
Ul
o--:::T
CO
r
CO
iii"
:::J
c..

~
ll)
:::J

0'
a.
c....
:-'

ba.ck: tvi th :Flir:~ng IJine in jus t; a L"l'Cment 0 It

c.alled :ror- a SUl~c:es.se in demonZ:1trsti.01.ls, I (Hd.n.~ t mean t~.hathe

succeeded in effecting n sU!,I~ae.~10o So it 1s :i.rJ?e10vant to point

out; that the lal"g0st demonscratlon actually toeI!: place in the

Summe:~ of J..963o The Hell Ym:-k TiLl3S quoted the Presid.ent; on June

30th, 196) a8 saying these d'~:monst;rat:t0i.1s hav9 increasingly

endangered lives and property and f'lsned ~loi,ioi.:.3 and unnecessaril~r

dividcd cOInm.1.w.i t5.t3s.. This problem i~ 11.0t<1 befoi:'i)~;he COl1t:ress =:,,'

unr'u.ly tac1~ics or pressures t·1ill not h01p, and r.!£'.y hindElr the

e.rfectiv0 counidoI'ution of '/;11e8';) rrwasureso S\,; I think thStt. Pr0si=

S',iast:lc d.es:b"e for righteou::':21ess, t:l1.r~ e. kin,] of blind lu:.litanc;{ in

the cont0xt 0:(' t-J?:1ich delibo:r:..\ t:li;)n is d.iffie'lll t ..

tions» tho k:i.nd 01' tradi tious tha'G aro E'.O f'l:equo:ntly attacked, for

instance, by James Balduin, the t:raditions of f;;:ae a.ssociation, tho

trad5.~jio:ns that, for instance, Bayard Rustin he2.ioves tha.t the

Unit;cd states oUGht to outgroloJ, his boliet' b0ing~, as yot..~. know~ that

He noed a cO!l'1pletely x'adical departure fr()tlls quo1;oj) the traditional
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way or lireo Now he wasn't talking about lynching, he was talking

about the £roee society, as some people understand. And I'd like

you to answer that in your position, ror instance, on the tradi~

tional right or individuals to send people to their local schools,

irrespective of whether or not those schools in fact have a pre=

pondevance or white or a prepondGrance of colored people in them?"

FARNER: "\4'ell, I think thatintegration of schools is in

itselr a very vital educational quality.. I think that when we allow

our children, white and black, to attend schools that are segre=

gated, we are teaching them to study with, work witn and play with

kids that are pretty muchlikethemselveso So I thinlc, £orthe

sake of the nation and the nation's future, it's important for us

to have a reasonable mixture in as many of the schools as is human=

ly possible,,"

BUCKLEY: "I tGnd to a.gree with you.. But what about people

who disagree? What are we going to do about them? This is to say,

i£ there wone two adjacent schools, one of which had colored

stUdents, one or. mLich didn't, and assuming that the academic

standards or the two uere equal, I '\1fould want my Olm son to go to

tha in't.egrated schoolo Ny $.on does go to an integrated school 0 "

FARMER: "Fine .. n

BUCKLEY: 19But tclla t about people lrlho disagre0, you see? As

I understand it, here is an ~portant distinctiono You donVt want

to pormit them to disagreeo You are highly dissatisfied with Earl

Warren's 1954 decision, and you have been quoted as saylI~, you

ho.pe; in the days to COIlle, that the internal logic or that distln...,

I
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ction will be extended, in errect, to require integrated schoolso

. Now r rind this a very radical departure from American tradtion,

which I myseli' 'highly disapprove or.. "
FARMER: "Well you ask, l'tr.. Buckley, what "Iould I do wi th

those people who disagreeo What would you do with those who

~~uldnlt 11keto go to school with blondes or brunettes or redheads,

or people with groy eyes or black eyes or tall poople or short

people?"

BUCKLEY: "I would, to the extent it's feasible, permit them

to make decisions, even if I round them eccentric.. I think that

freedom, precisely, consists 1n my allowing you to do things which

I can't rationally motivate. But I would also like the same

respect from. you~ll

FARMEH.: "I ;:J'ould grant the same respect."

BUCKLEY: "r don't think you would, at least, unless you

renounce some of your previous positions."

FARHER: "No, on the contrary, I lrfOuld grant the same rights

that I'm asking for myselr to even a segregationist in Alabama o~

Missiasippi 6 i£ he i'eels strongly that he dOGS not ~~t his child

to go to a school with Negroes, and it's a matter of conscience

to him, then I would grant him the right which I have cla~ad, in

the £ace of much critici~, of disobeying that law by pUlling his

children ou t of: school and sendi.ng thero. to some priva te school,

if' he is willing to accept the consequences ot: his action,,11

BUOKLEY: "Ah nOl,r I see" I would be very much impressed by

that stat0ment if. you would go so .far as to say that you would also

...
I
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per.mit h~ a rGbate so that he. would be permitted to send his

'child to a private school ~d have back the tax money which other­

wise would go to the public school 0 "

FARMER: "Oh, that 't>loul.d not be part o£ the bargain at allo"

BUCKLEY: "Ah=ha, preciselyo"

FARMER: "It wouldn't be part of the bargail'lo"

BUCKLEY: "In other words, you are saying that hevs par.feotly

free to go to a private school, because the happy assumption is

that he can't afford ito"

FAm.fER: "He has a duty, He has a duty to pay taxes.. I pay

my taxes.. 1'1any of the things that are produced by the taxes that

I pay! personally cannot enjoyo But I am not of a societyo I am

a part of a body politico I am, in a sense, responsible .for what

happens to the lowliest Negro or White person in the rural area of

Alabama.. And I believe that I should be required to pl y something

1"'01" his t.;e:tJ~~bein.g"II

BUCKLi5:i: ttl-Jell l~ro Farmer, please don~ t suppose that this is

so radical a suggestion. The contract is that everyone shall have

an 0PPol"'cunity to go to school. It happens to be an American tradi=

tion that that uchool will bo public4 But, for instance, in

Canada -~ and I don't suppose that Canada is tlocessarily uncivil­

ized ... "" they do allotl1 these rabstaso V1

BUCKLEY: "I1y guess is that your aversion to it springs rather

.f~am. yourdesi!'e to punish people who disagree with you .. n

FARHER: "Quite to the contreryo You seeJt new, I will make

a confession. t·iy tWQ little gi:cls go to El. private schooJ.,,"

. !
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BUCKL:&."'Y: "Why make a confession?"

FARMER: "It!s a. contession"oo"

BUCKLEY: "You're not,going to get fired because or that,

are you?tI

FARliER: "Get fired? I'm not hired. \"/e're waiting for !'un.d-

mg. we oliao"

r
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BUCKLEY: "You're not going to get non-hired."

FARMER: IIMro Buckley, let me finish my point .. "

BUCKLEY: "Sure 0 11

FP.RMER: ItI pay taxes."

BUCKLEY: "Uh~hum. "

FAilliER: "To support pUblic schools.. I don't object to paying

those taxes.. I would think of asking for a rebate.. Because I

believe that 1 should pay taxes to educate ~e underprivileged

child in Harlem, or the Lo~l1er East Side .. tt

BOOKLEY: tlyou apparently have a little economic surplus, and
C
:::l

~. Pm glad you doo But let' ~ talk about people "Who donUt have econo­
Ul
~ mic surplusos~ who canOt afford to send their childron to private

schools, but \-Tho, all of a sudden, .find that they must send their

children to whatevo~ sohool is certified by a bunch of politicians

Who are highly sensitive to civil rights pressureso I maintain

that they aren't baing given an exercise or their natural treedomo

I believe" .t"rank.ly,. that you havo no business deciding where Mrs.

Jones should send her child to school, that if Mrso Jonss wants

to send her child to the local school that 1s tho natural thing

for her to do, but I dong t think that she should have to submit

to a litmus test over which you presideo"
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FARMER: "1 soe. We wero indicted previously on the test

. tube."

BUCKLEY (LAUGHmG): "Yes, I had' to get out o£ that .field,

indeed. ll

FARMER: (LAUGHS)

BUCKLEY: "1 do, if I may say 80, believe thatit i,a a non...

freedom .for you to suggest that, after all, people can go to

private schools; because ~e economic facts of life are that they

can't.

FARI'iER: f1~etD1e state my very stirong feeling that freedom

is not an absoluto. Tharais a froedom to do things, and there is a

1'raedom not to have things dono to you o Now 1 think 'lihatwhen you

insist upon the .freedom of people to be trea ted as huro.an baingso.o 0 0 tt

BUCKLEY: ttl-row wait a minuteo Who got into that?"

FAPJ1ER: "Hay I finish my sentence? May I finish tha t1"

BUCKLEY: "Sure .. "

FARMER: "Then you are elso restricting the porson's freedom

not to tl"ee.tthose people as human beings« 11

BUCKIJ.!,'Y: "Don't you think thati ~ a a truism? I don't mind

your saying a truism."

FAffi1ER: tfI'm gJ.adit t s true Gl "

BUCKLE"i' (LAUGHING.): "I jl.\st; mind your suggesting that this

relevant to what I've been talking about."

, FARMER: 17W1911, I certainly think it is relevant 0 "

BUCKLEY: ttl ~m not suggesting that anybody has the l"ight to

keep a !legro child .from getting an edu,catio!1 or whatever:r but I'm

i
l ,

r,
I

r,
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suggesting that a parson has a right to patronize his local

school~ and his patronage or that local school ought to proceed

irrespective of'grand sociological dssigns lt dictated by yoursel1"o"

FARMER: "He does not have a right to keep mY' ohild trom going

to that school. IX he objects to his child being in association

with mlne~ then he has tne right to withdraw his Child from the
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school."

Ir'l1CKLEY: "No,! 0 0 0 It

FA&~R: "You see, he l s denying my right ii' he says I want my

child to go to this school; but I don't want h~ to associate

with your child, So I insist upon tho greater right."

BUCKLEY: "uat" t'18.ita minute, HI'" Farmer 0 The ne ighborhood

principle grows out ot eartain organic arrangements. Now suppose

1 decide that tho best sohool in New York City is the Bronx High

School or Scienceso II

FARMER: "Fine."

r
I

c
~. BUC:KLb-:Y= "And I simply demand that my child be adIllitted into
Ul
-? the Bronx High School 01' Sciences, wit.hout reference to any other

standard3 of geo~nphy or attainment or whatevaro I insist that

this is an inor-dlmmt demand on society0"

FJl~1IiER: flMany childre.n do GO· to the Bronx High School of

Sci0nce, who don~t live in that vicinity whatevevo"

BUCKLEY: "Yes, on the basis of C61?tain. 0 0 It

. FAill.fER: "That' s not a ne ig,.lborhood school,,"

BUCKLEY: "No. it is not a neighborhood school."

FAPJIER: "Ii;;" s like the School of Music~"and Art~"
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BUCKLEY: "But it is a s;hool to which people don't have auto""

matlc access o But those :schools that are neighborhood schools

are not conducted f'or the convenience of anybody \-rho wants to

send his child thez>e .. "

FARl-1ER: If! 'm glad you mentioned the neighborhood aoOO0180

I consider this to be one o~ the traditions which has to be tested

against its usefulness o Now in the rural areas of our country

we've gotten rid or the neighborhood school concepto Wetve

substituted for the one room country school house, the oentral

school; and kidsQra than brought in, transported, to the central

school, £or the s~{e of shared services, shared resources, Shared

facilities, and higher 'quality education. Now I for ana look

toward the day when our cities will be inclined to do the same

thing 0 At least two cities now are considering educational parks

or plazas, Which will be the urban counterpart of the centrm

school.o I do not bGlleve 'Ghat the neighborhood school concept is

sacrosanct 0 "

ANNOUlifCEn:,- "Our discussion ·tonight: Where does the Civil

Rights I<fovemon:t go now? Our guest~ James Farmer, our host, William

F .. Buckley, 'Junior, We ul1 continue in just a moment."

r
I

* *
BUCKLEY: "Let Us get orr the, SUbject, f#.!J? Farmer, but let me

Just finally say that I agree that neighborhood schools aren't

necessarily sacrosanct. My only point is that the constituencies

of that school ought to decide tho moment when they cease to be
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sacrosanct, and that the constituencies doesn't necessarily mean

stances, those debts have got to be redeeded by very very special

treatment, I understand you to mean that" e.s a result ottha .

society owes the Negro certain debts, and that, under the circum-

ception to one point that you made in your opening statement here

~

I
I
I

r,
I would like to take ex-

Is it possible to preteI' a

Jr1hat's a good questionaFARr·mR:

considerable privations of the Negroes during the past years, the

course, poverty programs end ~o ona

e~forts, even if costly efforts, to give them these special rightso

the last Plenary convention of CORE. It ought to be something

for, I think, the neighborhood itself to decide, the moment at

which it becomes appropriate to consolidate schools. But let me

ask you, in that connection, since you haVG recently mads, I

think, an extremely interesting point, and not one inoidentally

to which I have a.n:r instant antagonism: you have taken the civil

rights moment and said that it has to go a step further, that

Now by preferential

Tell me the kind or thing that you have in mind other than; ot

@

~ Neg~es must receive perferential treatment.
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on this point, and that is tha.t I think society owes' the Negro'

a debto I do not ask for pre.ferential treatment because or the

debt that has to be paid .for past abuses. All that I say is ~t

the back wheals o~ a car can never catch the front wheels of a car

tihilo they are travell.ing at the sema rate of spcedoSO we have

to ~ive the back tiheels an additional push in order to help them

to catch upo This is not for a past debt. This is to get us even,

~ .

,.,
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so we'll start off from the same line. This is precisely the

tradition -~ speaking ot tradition -= that America accepts 1n

dealing with GI "5 or veterans. We say that the veterans have

been outside of the mainstream ot American economic lite tor one
r

year, two years, three years, or however many~ and therefore it's

necensary to give them a I1ttle push back tinto that main streamo"

BUCKLEY: "In return f:or services renderedCl"

r

...

Nor do we ask

argument 0 "

Nor do we seek

Now we have to give them

rendered == we've renderedServices

Civil Service even gives Q ve~eran a five point

nYes, go aheado n

nyou know, that's not my favorite

"Hay I continua my po+nt though?"

nor cour.se.

"Let me continue my point.

\-i'e donO t ask for a .five point advantageo

BUCKLEY:

FARMER:

BUCKLEY:

FAillffiR:

FAfu"'1ER: :

an additional push.

advantage.

that any unqualified Negroes be hired ror jobs o

@
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~. that an~ white person who has a Job should be fired £~am his job
Ul
~ so that a Negro may have the Job~ ! ~ould fight against that as

vigorotlsly as I fought for equal z>ishts~ But tihat lola do say is

that i£ a company has dlsc~iminated tor tho hundred years of its

existence~ has hired no Negroes except janitors, and now it has

an opening in a docent category~ two persons apply, one black and

one Hhite# similarly quali£ied ~= since thereis no suCh thing as

equal quali£ication ~= now I say ~at the fact that the company

has not hired any Negr-oes in the past and has no Negroes in its

work force beyond the lowest category~ Should be a factor weighing
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in favor or the Negro applicanto Maybe the othor factors will say

.that he doesn't get it. But this is what I say~ President

Kennedy, incidentally, adopted the ~e ideso ItGs said that he

.stepped art a plane in Washingtono There lias an honor guard there

to meet h~. He saw no Negroeso He called an officer, said, I

see no Negroes here. The officer said, Mr. president, no Negroes

have apppiedo He said, go out and find some."

BUCKLEY (LAUGHING): "I suppose he thought that it was an

honor to be a part of the honor guard tor the president."

FARMER: "! think it's an hOllor for a lIegro to have a job."

BUCKLEY (J..AUGtIS)

FARMER: urn an. honor guard or elsewhere."

BUOKLEY: 11'11$01.1,. one hopos he will rind more product1ve jobs

than simply to be part of standing parade for visiting dignitarics Q "

FARMER: "\ie11, t.ze want all kinds ot jobs, even standing

parades. u

BUCKLEY: ttt-Jell, first of all, let me agree with you a.t least

in30~ar as you suggest that it is a heavy moral obligation on

whi to employsl"'s to make speoial =c:> to give opportunities and go

out of their way to make oppor~unities~= to Negroes& I happen to

agree a hlli4drod per canto But here, unfortunately, Mr o Fa~er,

is the kind of' situation we gat into. I believe that that

obligation is moral in natura, voluntary in natureo But as you

mOli, there an awful lot or people tOOling around, some or them in

your own organizations, who are arguing in erfoct ror a situation

in which you go and get the ~ersonnel roster of a business and say,

r
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well now, let me see, ~e~e are 10 per cent Negroes in this

.communityo There are not 10 per cent negroes in this particular

f'lr11l; under the' circumstances we f'ind you are, ipso, guilty or
segregationo And the intaFf'erence of the entire government mechan~

ism here is something that means a great deal to meo I think it

means a great deal to a lot of' conservativeso I hope it means some­

thing ,'to you 0 "

FAffi.1ER: "Well, whether it means ipso:l or ipso-f'acto, CORE

does not ask £01' a quote systeMo We do not ask thatl7 per cent of'

the employees in any company in New York aity Should be Negroes.

if' Negroes are 17 pel'> cent of the populationo n

BUOKLEY: "And you, therefore, disavow those Negro loaders who

do insist on this?"

Fft~MER: "I~m not aware of' any' substantial NGgro leaders who

do. We have been charged in the press with doing so. but what we

do say, we say to an employer, we see no Negroes working 'there;

you obviously ]:l-avo practiced SOille discriminationo tI

BUC:YJ,EY: "1 dona t; deny t..lt..at they do .. "

FAPJ·1ER: tiNol'1 "Ia-ito Lot me finisho"

BUCKLEY: uI'm asking what should be the recoul'sso"

b"Aill1ER: "All right t~e say that he must take artinnativa

action to integrate worl! force; and there must, tharefore~' be

meaningful r0pi."'-:H3sntation of the d.1scrirninated=ags.inst minorities

in his work .forceo"

BUCKLEY: "So you do want to use the mechanism ot: the state

'to cnf'o!'co? You want to use the lnechanisDl ot the state to enforce

integrationo"

r
I
I.
I
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~ are opposed to the federal government, the state government, or

FA~mR: "Well, suppose we get back to the point or preteren=

tial tr(;)£l tment e .,

r

f
!

There's a school out in

Can you count three?"

nWell I can't ..

But this is nly point •• II"

Well, there are many anarChists, of course,

nt-Iall not many ..

"I can count many more than three .. "

Itl-To .. ?

FARI'iER:

BUCKLEY (LAUGHING):

BUCKLEY:

that the opposite of this is anarchy."

the city government.

Colorado somewhere that haD 16 peopleo .... "

PARliER: "I'm not an anarchist o I believe it 1s the duty or

the state to guarantee the rights or ita citizans o "

BUCKLEY: nNow~ you're trying to steal a ba8e~ because this

has nothing to do with anarchy, because there lt1asn~t tmy anarchy in

this country during the preceding 180 years, but these are, afte~

all, revolutionary proposals, according to some people's rights,

that you have a. right to step in and inform a business of how many

So don't pretend@ Negroes nnd hotv many whites .:it has to hire.
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BUOKLEY': nab, hae Yes, 7Gs .. Let's agree that I'm not an

&"'larch1st o~ ·that. conceivably you. don't knot., wa t an anarchist

1so It . , ..

FAln1ER; "I don't label you. and I do know what an anarchist

is. tf

BUCKLEY: trYes.. How the argument that the government ought,

Inoreasingly~ to take over the responsibility ot seaing to it that

integration take place is one which I tend to resist. And the
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reason I tend to resist it 1s because I believe that there isa

presumptive argument against government undertaking certain

fUnctions which are best le£t to individuals, responding to such

moral injunctions as you yoursal£ very. eloquently make. But every­

where you go, it seams to me~ wnether it's on the integrated

schools, or the abolition or the neighborhood school, all or a

....

And that's an

And I'm not willing to wait until the

Because I might not live that

"And surely, we tiant to solve this problem•. We

IIYes, I'm not in .favor of lynching o "

Ul.1r. Buckley.. If

ItWell you see, l-1:c>o B\.1.ckley, the law may not make a

BUCKLE'i':

FARKEIR:

BUCKLRY:

F.A.ID1ER:

sudden you see that there is a naw law there. ~lat seems to be

commandeering the movements or the citizens .. "

longo"

man love me, but it can keep him from lynching me.

important service to me o

want to Bolve this problem without creating a kind ot statewhich .

has so much power that it totalitarianiz6s the soial function .. "

next generation to have that doneGc
~

<'
CD
til
;::+:
':<

.@

OJ
o
Q)

a
o--i-,
l::
(J)

CD
CD
(J)

o--::T
CD
r
CD
ar
~
Q.

sa
Q)

~

0­a
C-...
:""

FAill'1ER: "Ye~, obviously, but I think we ought to make it

cleurfuat the ~ederal government, the state government, and ·the

local government does have the rGsponsibility .for the wel.f'are ot'

its citizenso"

BUCKLEY: ftBut hO~1 do you describe 't<1el.fare? How do you

des~.ribe it? The sun doesnn t sst, ·save on a day, that somebody

doesn't discover a new welfare righto"

FAm1ER.: "Well, let me describe it without defining it."



disposal o£ anyone who has more power than you, any time, in any

sen tatives, in the goverrwlent, to protect my interests and my

I'm a conservative, is certainly not increasing my own welfarea

~

I
f

Ir
But are tie going to

to pUblish my book -~ because-- or

Your welfare is certainly at the

"\o/e11, tha tt s very kind. of you.

ItYes, I agree.

The editor, for instance, who refuses, letts say,

Itl think he ought to == use your column."

'Iha t t S all 'tr1e say 0 "

FARMER:

BUCKLEY:

BUCKLEY:

to purchase my column, because

tree society.

\-Jcl.fare 0

As e matter ot fact, I think he cs not Increaseing his own 't'1elfara. It

BUCKLEY: ItAll right. lI

FARlmR: "If I walk into company seeking a job and I am quali­

fied £or that job and have training for it, and he turns me down

and says the job has just bean taken, My white friend goes in with

le33 qualifications or similar qualifications and is given the

job, then I think that my welfare has been stepped upon. And I

think then, if the man will not voluntari~y change his policies or

~ his practices~ I have a right to call upon my dUly elected repre-
o
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go to Congress and ask 1:01.' a lati that z>equires all newspapers to

usc my column. As a. matter of fact~ you're tempting me."

(LAUGHTER)

F'AR11ER: nr1r~ Buckley IJ I'm surprised at the logia" Because I

ask for laws in on.e aspect of social li.fe, then am I asking for

le.tlTs inall aspec ts?1t

BUCKLEY: UNo. But my trouble is' that you have an in1'initely

adllp table de.1'ini t ion of 1-161.1'a1'e."
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FAmmR: 1'1 think that there are laws which protect YOU o If

ANNOUNCER: "I'm sorry to interrupt, gentloman, We have to

at this time. You are watching Fire Lin~ with William F. Buckley

Junior. Tonight's guest, James Farmer. we'll continue in just a
moment 0 "

* * *
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BUCKLEY: nAil 0x~-nple of t1fhat I think is an overly flexible

de~inition of the word welfare is this very generous and spontan=

eous impulse of yours to protect me against the editor who doesn't

want to use my sttuff o "

FARMER: "I·t "WGs your suggestiono "

BUCKLEY (LAUGHING): ~:No, it 111&S my suggestion that the exist=

ing arrangements are that the editor has the right to make his

9wn decision. And I'm afraid that I must defend the editor's

right. You were about to 8uggest p were you, some law by unch some=

one asserting his transcendant right to eecure his own welfare,

could force such an arrangement on an editor."

FARliER: "No, but 1'111 saying that, if anybody prevents you

from 0xevcising your first ammendment rights of freedom of speech,

freedom ot the press. 1t

BUCK[,EY: lilt· s dir.rerentQ"

FAID-!ER: llNoo Wait So minuteo No, writing en article is tree=

dorn or the press and .fJ?eedom ot spaechG"

BUCKLEY: uBl.l'ti I can· WI'lte an article, and you don't have to

publish it. There's a. difference, isn't there?"
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FARMER: "Ir there is a systematic ettort to reject you and

refuse you having an audience in the nation's lite .... "

BUCKLEY: 1111' there is a conspiracy-."

FARMER: If eel. then I think some action ought to be taken ..

And I would be glad to present your case to the Amorican Civil

Liberties Union. And I would sit on their board, and I would

Negroes have been facing a conpiracy to dallY us certain rights tor

r

"
I t has been on

P~ejudlcel>nn~Io, it's prejudice"

"You've been facing pl"aJudice, J.ir o Farmer. 1I

r:you don't thin1t: it's a conspiracy?"

llBut you sec, we have been facing a conspiracy.

If there is a conspiracy? n

"Yes, ir there is a conspiracYo 1l

liTo depriva you or cer'Gain rights ..

FARUER:

BUCKLEY:'

FARMER:

BUCKLEY:

FAmmR:

BUCKLEY:

BUCKLEY:

the books tor yoars •••

urge 'chem to take it e 11

1IWell, I certainly appreciate it~ and I'll make a

a long period of time .. "
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FARMER: "But prejudiced persons have conspirvd."

BUCKLEY: 1IUhlch is 't4orS&Q"

FARMER: "They have conspired.. How about those 21 persons

who t-16rO accused or murdering Schnsrner, Goodluan, and Chaney?"

FAR~IER: "Wasn 0 t this a conspiracy?"

BUOKLEY: "11r. Farmer 0 If

FARMER: "1 1m 81..r.re it was o It
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BUOKLEY: "Mr. Farmer, please let's not get into the category

ot crime. There are lots ot white people killed tooo"

FARMER: "Yes, and lots of Negros's are killed."

BUOKLEY: "Yos, that's right.. Right, Oorrecto"

}i'ARM.ER: "Many Negroes conspire. It

BUCKLEY: 1730, therefore, 1 don't think that's really generi...

cally relevant to this argument. What is generically relevant to

tirm so governed by prejudice that they would refuse to give em-

tQinly supported boycotts -= and would support -= boycotts ot any

fUrther is, because I believe that freedom among other thi~ is a

~

!
i
I

Now

~But I

I supported

And I cer-

what do you do about

Thera 1s in my jUdgrnent any"

The reason I 'Wouldn't want to go

And the question is:

tWat do you do to break down prejudice?"

I happen to believe vary strongly ii:"., .the boycott.

that are malevolent.

wouldn't tiant to go .i'Urthe]?4

Martin Luther King's boycott in Montgomery, Alabamao

freedom to act very obnoxiously.

ploymont to people, simply on account or race or religion.

@ this argument is:
OJ
o
Q)

a.
o---l...,
c
CJl-CD
CD
CJl
o--::::r
CD
r
CD
00
:::J
C.

!a
Q)
:::J

0'
a.
c....
:-'

C
:::J numbal'" of: categories of. people who oxercise their f'raadom in ways
~.

Ul
;:::;:
':<

it?"

FAffi-iER: "Freedom to act malevolently or obnoxiously, ye80

But not !"I"eedom to deny another paz-son his rightso Now I have a

right to dislike tl man. I have a right to hate him. I have a

a legal rie..ht -= to wish him dead. But I don't

have a: right to kill !limo T'Aen it's the function (£ some powar4"

BUCKLEY: "\rlell, if" you hate a man you're not going to hire

him, are you?"

•
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FARMER: If~That?n

BUCKLEY: "If you hate a man you t l~e not going to hire him,

I
~

ara you?" . ..

FARl-1ER: "Let me finish my point and you' 11 get your answer o tr

BUCKLEY: nUll-hum.. II

FARMER: "I have a right to t\fish him dead: I don't have a

right to kill him. But 1 do not have a right to deny a man's right

@ to esX'D. a living" because of the color or his skin or deny him
OJ
o
OJ from educa ting his children because or the colol" or his skinI' ora
o
~ haVillg a decent house in which to live because o£ the color ot
2
Ul
ro his skino Then it is the function of. the state to step in and say
CD
Ul

~ this you must not do because you are allowing Whatever prejudice
=r
CD

~ exists within you to damage other citizens and restrict their
Ql
:::J
C. rights 0 "

!a
OJ
:::J BUCI~: "Well, let's at least concede. Mr. Farmer, thia1s0'
a
~ a very very recent construction o£, quote, rights 0 It's something
c
~. that ~asn't on the statute books of a single state of the union
CD
Ul
~ 20 yeu:ps ago 0 "

FARI1ER: nyou moan the FEPO l~lt.,s?1!

BUCE:LI5i: "Yess Thenotlon that an employer hasn et gotthe

right to refuse to employ somebody ~op Whatever reason is a recent=

ly discovered right o Now you may go do~~ in h1~toryaB having

discovered an enormous right~ but let me# please, just make this

singlo point, that every time a l1at·r fresh right is discovered,

there is n co~responding dtmlnlltion, necessarily, in a right that

vra8 thereto tore regarded as such., For instance, the United r
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Nations charter on Hwnan Rights lists, what, So or 60 human rights,

including the right to vacations with pay, the right to work or

your own choosing, wha. tever that moana. Suppose you want to make

chemistry, but suppose nobody wants you ..,~to hire you to make

chemistry, do you have a right to the job?"

FARMER: "YOu see, there was a point in the naticn '5 history

when it was concelvedto be a man's right to hold another man as

r
;

ment or ~ighta vihen the institution~ o£ slavery was belatedly over~

C
:::J tbrow~~ But tho dirriculty, of course, Mr o FarMer~ is that taere
~.

Ul;:::;.:has never neon s.."1Iy tyranny in the h.istory of the wOl">ld that didn't
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And I·am all

And -the thing tha t en-

UIt's a question whether it's a l~atil1emant or not,

"Yes."

"And th5.s is a refinement of rights.

No doubt it was a refinement, obviously, it was a retine~

But the nation outgrew tbato

FARMER:

BUCKLEY:

BUCKLEY:

to grot." lIIe have the capacity to r'stine rightso"

1n favor of. ito"

a slavo.

claw! itself in plangent moraliSM and·insist that, in the nama or
newly""discovcred rights~ rigb.ts of Al<>yans in Garmany, ror instancso"

ANNOUNOER: "May I interrupt Jl 11l". Buck~~GY, I'd like to ask

Mr o Fa~er a qU6stion about ·the future objectives of the civil

@
III
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Q) hances my faith 1n America is the fact that we have the capaoitya.
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I>ights movement; in the Uli~.tedStatGi3,,"

FARl-iER.: Itr'm V0I'y glad, sir, to have that quest1ona.sked,

because ou~ subject is the future direction of the civil rights

movereent. And one thirlg that bothaI"s me a great deal is that we
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have won many victories, many little battles in the past three

years 0 We got the Civil Rights Act of '64, the Voter Rights Act

of '650 We've desegregated countless lunchcounters, restaurants,

He doesn't have that right, if I may use that term again Mro

who doean't have an automobile and has little hope of getting one?

~
I

r
I
\

I

And

One, completely

Two, creating new jobs o

But whe.t about the poor tellow

So we've got to translate these victories in terms that

"w'hat this m.eans is a number ot things.

Buckley~

theaters, hotals, roller skating rinka~ motels in -Ghe South.

But the fact oJ: the matter is that these victories have not yet

translated themselves into a m3aningfUl ohange in the lite condi~

tion of many Negroes in ou,rcouutry. T'.a.e,.'ve helped themiddle

I can now drive my automobile on the highway in Mississippi

And tb~ae6 providing better education for all or oUl~ kidSe

endlng the disclmil'latlon in employment.

and stop overnight at a Motel"

will meaningfUlly atrect his lireo

@ class o
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c
~. four, remediaJ. educat-;ion, to try to repa.ir the ds.roaga that has
Ul-? been done. There are no't'ls.bout eleven and a half' million people

in our country who are functiional1y illiterate =~ black, White,

Puerto Ricans, Me.idcans, Ame~ican Indianso We have to repair that,

because these persons are increas'.ngly unero.ployableo At a time

tihen He ave opening up doors, winning equa.lity of opportunity, the

pe~centage of Negroes in the unemployed lists is growingo And

that is the paradox6 and that is the tl"agedy. So it's my eonvic«>

tion that now we he.ve to add to the battle for equal opportunity

a now struggle :for equal achievement u And the. t' 5 tofhere I'm devoting
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I
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my enel"giea at tho present time. I see the sum of those ttJo, equal

Qpportunity, equal aChievGment, as moaning vital eq'l.lalityo "

BUCKLEY: "But do you reco&uize, Mr. Farmer, thatduring the

past 150 or 175 years, the Amerioan people, Negro and white, have

made a kind of material progress, which is the envy of most of the

world, and that under the cil"cumst~es, 1t 1s relevant to lo.ok at

those mechanisms tha t have reduced illi teracy to the extent 1 t

of the white people throughout the world'?"

standard of l1fe -= a highor standard of 11£e ~- than 90 per cent

life can only be jUdged as in comparison to the standard of lireof

we are, precisely because it has given to the Negroes the highest·

And thel"e I cQulcln' t agree wi th you more 0 It

And oughtn t t you to pay some kind or respect to

"NOvI I grant that in the last analysis the Negro standard or

his ne1ghbords ..

ment is giveno

@ was reducedv and that gave employment to the extent that employ-­
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:; the free market system, procisely because it has gotten us where..,
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FAffi.mR: "P2?eciselyo It

BUCKLEY: nAnd the2?0 I couldn't agree with you moreo But

\~hat is it: that makes y{)U believe that the sOciety, the tree society~

is itsel!' so flaw·ed. that it won 9 t continue toeffect that progress

without massive interventions as a resUlt ot these newly discovered

rights at' yours?"

FAill{fill: "The fact or the ti1att'er~ six-, is that a.bsolute illit=

eracy·and functional fi.literacy is increasing in our country. And

today seven and a half per cant or the Negroes in the country are

functionally illiterate as opposed to one and a half per cent of
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But I think that you are begging a very important point .forthe

£or instance the lowest standard of lire of Italians and Iri~en

rect .that 17 par cent of the Negroes in the country had become

~

I
I

,..
So itts not solving itself, Mr.

I think anybody would be able to confi~ by citing

"Though on that account, or perhaps because of thatBUClCJZf:

because· thel"e al"'() always dislocaJii.Ol."\fl when there are mass

Buckleyc>"

income or tinitea.

ur:uan dwollers, and had moved to cities where one would expect a

hie;h'BI" standard oJ: living"

whites. The number, the absolute numb~r, of.illiterates increases

each year in our country., And the fact ot the matter is also that

the gap between the average income f'or Negroes and the avera.ge

~ncome 1:or whi tea is widening, not narrowing. Tha t has been· true

since World Wa.r II. During th.e Bar there was a ·31ight na:rarowing,

but that was because of temporary jobs in wartime industrlese In

19S0 the ave~age inaome ot Negroes was 53 per cent of the average

In 1961 it was 52 per cent, in spite of the

c
~ and Jews ~en they came to this country during the early periodo<.
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reason that there is a ver,yabsolute rise in illiteracy has to do

with problems that donUt relate s~ all to ~mat we're talking abouto

It has to do with things like televisiono It has to do with things

like radio. There is a much higher illiteracy, are you aware .for

instance, in Yugoslavia tp.an there was 20 years ago, even though

~ it is a highly statused systemo 11

FAffi'mR: "Mr. Buckley I would accuse tele~ion ~= I w~uld

charge television ~= with many e~rora and many sins, but creating
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illiteracy is not one or them" I'm sure. There aI'Q many things

that create illiteracy.. "

BUCKLEY: "You say tha t very continently.. Some people

watch television who used to read. 1I

FARlmR (LAUGHING): IIWelll' some'Gimes they read captions in

the commercials, 11m sure. But television does not create

il11 tel"acy.1t

segregationJJ 'since there is manifestly less of that than there was

have absolutely established that every time the min~um wages goes

Negro unemployment

is the cause of illiteracyoll

And eoonomic technicians

One or the reasons why there is a relative rise in

I ~rlll tell you and you won't like it ~- is

"Well I really don't knO\-1 what youVre suggesting

!fNo expert would say tbs. to II

IICertainly t.vha t is not causing!11i teracy is

FARl·mR:

BUCKLEY:

BUCKLEY:

because of the rise in minimum wage.
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up there is a relative riso in Negro unerl1ploymentc n

AlJNOUNCER: "'!flell certainly, watchiI1.g this prograD1 does not

cause illiteracy. (LAUGHTER) - And tfe're going to have more or itl'

and qUGstions from-our television audience coming up in just a

moment 0 "

-«. * *
fUllNOtfclC&1: "You are wtching Firing Line with William Fo

Buckl:ey Junior~ a.nd tonight's guost. James Farmer.. Itt s time now

for questions from ou:£" studio audleneeo As I call yo~ name, will
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you please rise, add~ess your question either to Mr. Buckley

or Mr.. Fa1'lller , First, Mark sandman.. n
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MAN: "Mr.. Farmer, do you think thelabor unions have improved

as rar as Negro employment is concerned?"

FARMER: "Well, some labor unions have and some have noto"

MAN: "\<1hich ones? It

FARMER: "\-lell, the industrial unions have done an illcreasing...

ly good jobo In the South, I regret that many of them still have

segregated unions, white and bleak unions o But, generally speak~

ing, the old craft unions have practi~ed a policy or discimination..

That is particularly true of Dmny ofth$ building trade unions o

We h~ve had a running battle for a number ot years with the build­

ingtrade unions .. In some of the unions, you know, one has to be

the son of a rathex' who is a member to get in.. And in others, he

has to be sponsor.ed by a present number.. That bat,tle goes on. t1

!<IAJ.'1: IIThank you.. "

AH"NOUNCRH:

a homeIl1akeJJ~"

WOMAN: "I-ir!" Farmer, 'the orlental ghettos in the United

states have given little 'support to both the goals or the civil

rights movement, Ol~ 'their anti=Vlatnam. position. Why has the oriental

citizen, t~O is also 8egregated~ not been sympathetic with the

ch~il rights mOiicment?1t

FARHER: tT\ifell, the .fact is that many orlen'tala have baen

sympathetic. There nre soma members in the various'civil rights

o!'ganiz~tions that are orientalso There is a sprinkling or

..

r
•
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oriental=Amoricans in the group of college students Hho have gone

South in the past ;Cew summers. But generally spealting, you are

right in your assumption that the masses or people or oriental

ancestry have not been a part or the civil rights movement. You

see, they have a tighter-knit social structure generally, than

Negl~oes have in our country 0 Thereis much more mutual aid and

self-help in their oo:anm.u'lities.. It is something which I -trust

we'll be able to emulate. This is one direction weare noving now.

We are seeking Operation Bootstrap in the Negro ghetto tl~oughout

the countI'Y' .. "

ANNOt,1WER: uThank you MJ:'s .. lla:l.iovo This next questlon is

rrom a student of st" Francis 001160e, Thomas Mills$ . He'~ like

to aslr a quantion of' you., ltr' o Farm0r; t:md I I d like to h.Bve you

Mr. Bucltley comment on it if you Hill,,"

HAl'T: "HI' .. Farmer, do you feel that the lntegratloll that the

civil rights movement has brought about brings with it a forced

r

No, It does not bring about a roread acr..eptance otFAr~1ER:

~ acoeptmlce of the Negro" and i.f so" does this a&tist'y )""ou?"
~.

Ul
;:::;:
':<

the Negro. You see, one has - to use the term right again -= one

has aright to choose his £riends, to 'choose whomevor he ~ould

like to have in his home for d1nne~ or for coftee or .fortoa o

T".aere are many Negl"'oes I don~ t 1i11:<:; and don't wish to assoc:tato

'Wi th; and thcJ7e's no lat-3' that can make me associate tiith thmn as

friends" But all t"'0 are saying is the tact that I do not 1:i.lte

another person does not give me the license to keep that other

person .from earn:i.ll,g a living or .from educating his children or
r

I
I

I
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trom having a decent home. SO it is not rorcad acceptance or the

~egro, but roreed aoceptance of an individual Negro's r1gnt as an

individual citizen."

MAIl}': "Thank you. It

BUCKLEY:· "Well, Mr. Farmel", I think it is signii'icant to note

that those who look for these state integrationist measures to

bring about the kindor society that 1s truly just are probably

"So it 18 correct that the kindo!' acceptance \ozh1ch true

whole issue or legislation which has only been recently passed at

equality would suggest it is not likely to enure from such legis-

free not,; ~ in the highly idealized sense in whioh Doctor King has

,.

r
i

I
I
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Nobody is going to be

The freedom-no'trl rhetoric 01" Martin Luther King

And I do 'chink that it is important i'or Illore Negrolatlona

a .rederal levelo

of expectationso

leaders to stress that point, so that there wonut be tb& collapse

as witness, !'or instance, New York State has had on its books the

@ going to be disappointed ...- I would say, surely disappointed -­
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bGen talking about .. "

FAID-tER: IVI think Doctor King realizes ""<=> if I may comment on

that, I-1r. ModeratoI" =- ! think Doctor King realizes the t ..freedom

will not come now~ and that it's going to be a long haul and a

hard struggleo NOi...r t-lhethe:r" we'll be disappointed or not I donot

. knm'T,but I do knoH that we waited 103 yea~s since the Elnancipatlon

Proclamation for :Stoma semblance or equality \>Jithout lavIS, that is,

t..rithout speci.fic laH's, and that has been far too slowo SO we would
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llk~ to speod lt upo It the laws can shorten the next hundred

years in halt. then I th1nk itnll be all t~ .~e good for

America and tor America's one tenth."

BUCKLEY: "Provided6 'or course. those laws donut make slaves

of allot USo"

FARMER: "Well I'm sure that's the oa.se~ it will make slaves

o£ all of us. I am opposed to slavery in any color o "

create good will and tho kingdom of God on earth wld do itreason~

And

Mr. Farmer.

If we could

But that has not happenedo

"Our next question comes from Mr. Thomas Dayes."

flyou lmO'Li. i: certainly wish that it ware possible

"My question is directed to Mr., Farmer.

AnNOUNCER:

l4AN:

FARMER:

the Negroes, that you thil1k have been segregated against?"

ably quickly, I would be happy~

for us to do allot this by a wave 01' the hand.

in your opinion~ what part does the federal government ...~ how tar
I

do they have to go -= in legislatio~ ·to guarantee the rignts ot

I nm not pr,eparod to leave °i;he llegroes in Alabama to the -tender

mercias of Governor lvalla.ce or his likely succeaSOllo I think that
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here, we've got 'lio take action on anotherlavel. And that's the

thing that I fm aalting for nOli 0 "

AllliOUNCER: "l1ro Buckley, would you like to comme~t on that?"

BUCKLEY: "t-lell, as yOUknO\t-l, I don't have much use for

Governor Wsllacoo On othe other hand, I think any-bod,. who reads

the literatul~e of protest· ... - who tor instance, reads James Baldwin

~= will find that the level at Which the true 8tl~ggle is being
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made is one that doesn't distinguish between NOl~th and Southo I

grant that certain of the obvious liberties which are transgressed

more frequently in the South than elsewhere need to be protected;

but the kind or thing that causes James Baldwin to ~Tite. 'The

Fire Next ~1me.' or that caused Louis Lomax to say that he had

grown up in New York where the 1"lamea of the melting pot burned

uae.fulas a hobgoblino"

ical tension, is something that is utterly irra1ent to Governor

les == ~egls1atlvely == have spoken to the South, and not to tho

talking about as t:ar as the liegro @Gtto is concerned in the North

..

The .fact of the Dmttar is. most or our victor=

"Yes, but I think what MX' .. Baldwin and Mr o Lomax are

And I think, therefore, he's going to be less and less

FARl1ER:

WG,l·;.acBc

is quite relevant.

hotter, and yet still doean!t feel coml'ortable with two white
@

~ people in the course or single day, that kind of tension, psycholog~
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And the 17 yael' old drop-out youth in a Harlem street

couJ.dn'-t care less if his Decond cousin in Mississippi can buy a

hotdog 0 He sa,.s~ DIlm" what about the rates that bi te me? - What

about the cockroach&' ?"

BUCKLEY: U\vlly don't they kill those rats?" "Is there a law

that says you can't kill the rats? I'M so tired of that argument.

I'va got rats, and I P'.1t traps allover the plnc'e" They're still

thel~e; PVC:> never bee able to got rid of them. tI

FARMER: "You know~ in Haarlem~ it' you kill- one rate, two

mora come back to CE4rl"Y' hi s carcass awny 0 "

,
I
I
~

!

I

BUCKLEY: "\<11.311, ltIhy dOGsn t t that happen in other c1 t5.es? If
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BUCKLEY: "Is th.erespecial refuse there? Why donVt they do

away with the re~usa?

the retuse. isn't it?"

FARMER: "l'lhen you havo an entire .family -- that's the state.

isn't it?"

BUCKLEY: "Look, 1 'm not suggesting dmnunlcipalizing the

garbage collection.. "

FARMER: t10h~ you're in .ravol· or garbage collection then?"

BUCKLEY: "I'm 1n fa.vor 0.1' socialized garbageo"

(LAUGHTER)

FAHMER: (LAUGHS)

BUCKLEY: "Every tililG you mention rs.t~ 1.t. s as though I tippy­

toed up there at midnight and plopped a rat in hobby,and it bad

become my special hobby,,"

FARUER: "Do you know that 1i: the total population of the

United states were as COllg0sted as Haarlem we could got ~~e entire

population 0.1' the United States into the five boroughs of New York

City" When you c!'owd people together like that, living in much .

Bub-standard housing, then you are bound to have refuse, and

e.~ecially 1£ the Sanitation Department doesn't do its Job•..
And refuse attracts ratso"

BUCKLEY: lfDo you know that i'i.fteen times the populat-ion of'

Haarlem could be put in Hong Kong in as S1'I'1all an area? This '.s a

non-argument"fl

F'AJ.lI1ER: "Does this justify anything?U

BUCKLEY: "lio, But you people dpntt run around saying: let.s

1
I

i
l

p
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I



do something about the rats. Do something about the rats in Hong

Kong. Have you launched a crusade abollt the r-ats in Hong Kong?"

FAfU1ER: "1' am favor or providing technioal assistance,

whether it's Hong Kong. or whatever."

BUCKLEY: "When you get to dropping Governor \iallace, you

Should also drop the rats, not because rats are pleasant, but

because there is no Constitutional raason - methaphysical reason -

,..

FARMER: "Mr. Buckley, you don't have to live with rats o "

I most cer-tainly doo"

FARMER.: llDid you succeed?"

from time to time, trying to bait the damned things."

(LAUGHTER)

"And I spent a substantially part or rtJ:1 weekend

"1 do live with rats, in point ot raceo

"No, 1 have not succeeded o "

"Wny don vt you Bet rid ot: them?"FARMER:

BUCKLEY:

BUCKLEY:

BUCKLEY:

~ why rats should be in Harlem."
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~. FARMER: "Ah, then ~rhy do you 8A-pect liar-lam to succeed?"
Ul
~ BUCKLEY: 1t1 done'l: go ar.ound on TV complaining aoout the rats

in my house."

FARMER: "He.va you had rats bi tirig your childl"00 '1"

BUOKLEY: "Well no, I haven't."

FARMER: "H&'\io you had rats come up in a crib as the baby is

sleeping and take a piece of his leg?"

BUCKLEY: "Now, don't melodramatize it .. "

........

FARMER: "All that ~Je ask is .for,!~~"
I""

I
I
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BUCKLEY: "The point is, where the rat happens to travel at

a given moment. And therds no reason at all why a rat should be

more attracted to a Negro child than tQ a white enild. you see."

FARMER: n.No, i1' white people lived in Haarlem, the rats

would bite them thereon

BUCKLEY: "Mr. Farmer, I'm extremely glad that you spent so

much or the evening emphasiZing the matter of rights; because I

BUCKLEY: "The point is to do something about the rats -but

don't try to suggest that this is the fault of George Waliace,

that there are rats in Haarlemo"

FARMER: "They bite on the lotfer East Side."

ANNOUNCER: "Gentlemen, if I suggest, the rat problem has

been with us tor a long time, and I'm afraid we wonot settle it

tonigat 0 We'll be back with Firing Line in just a momento"
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~ do think that that i.s the cl?i tical disoussiono And I join you
<-
CD

~ in hopingtha t people's rights ...- provided there is a sound -explan=
':<

ation or what they are -= will be guaranteedo I want to thank you

so much tor your courtesy and tor coming on this program."

FARMER.: "Thank you, Mr.. Buckley. n

(MUSIC UP, OUT)

,.
I
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