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Rogsian Bbdugans Becomes an Ogponent” of " Swafnoism” « BPs

S\imagz |

ot Ruslan Abdulgani the Coordi.natina Hipiater for Public
o Relnui.ons and a leading figure on the right wing of the PNI
' created the aloaan *Sukarnoism" last May as acover for build-
7' ing 4 mildly ant1=-PKI doctrine.that hopefully would stem the
5 Commini st advance by enlisting Sukarno's sympathies for the
L Mﬁmnises. ‘After Sukarno made clear in lis Tavip. speech
£ 148t August’ ‘and its aftermath that his. sympathies were with
fak ﬁd Comuniata and their allies, MSukarnoism” passed over .
_,;'immq\ainsly to the leadership of.Chairul Saleh and the Murba-
. "Party, which tried to institutionalize this incoherent
"+ defensive ph‘.lloao’phy through formation of a ”Body to. Support
w1 Sukexnolsm® (BPS). Ruslan Abdulgani seemed to be allied =
' behind the.scenes with the BPS inmer circle but his role had
: ,becm ‘gegondary. More recently, Ruslan has joinéd the rest
. of the PRI leadership in denmouncing "Sukarnoism™ and the BPS,
. This :¥eport: exsmines this background and such information as .
‘is" wdlahh concerning Ruslan's motivations, ‘In essence,
N mg Mﬁs «point toward a combination of personsl pique
~,;'-”mﬁw : grqaeqr: role assumed by other politicians in thc
“ Mgukarnolesn® movement and of the réquirements of internal
V‘ m pdli&lq‘ and other dppottunisti.c pontical factors. p

Eaﬂ’ Mround S ‘_ e < s

”_um the Coordinating Mintster for Public Relations
hgitpan of the Indonesian Nationalist Party (PNI), has
_M_j:;,;,q“g‘femnhér of public statements strongly attacking t:he
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8PS (nody for the "Support of Sukarnoisu) and the alleged misuse of the word
"Sukarnoisn” by' ageats of imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism.

This position places Ruslan Abdulgani in the company of the PKI and its
allies against the. mti.-Comni.st BPS led by Chairul Saleh and Adam Malik
and 18 a rmrul of Rualan 8 early advocacy of "Snkmoi.n" beginning last

Accualiy Rus an Abdulsmi'u initial prow:l.nanca ‘as a spokesman for
"Sukarnoism” had slresdy given way by the time of President Sukarno®s
August 17 TAVIP ' apcach to a behind-the~scenes supporl:i.ng role, The
conversion of the vague "Sukarnoism” of Ruslan's speeches of late spring
ioto a more broadly baud movement required a greater political base than
was availabla to Ruslan and accordingly he epparently began working with
the Murba«Saleh forces to this end, Sajuti Melik, a PNI journalist with a
Murba and ex~PKI background, who thus served as a sort of rightewing PNI
Murba link, became the chief spokesman of '"Sukarnoism™ and the pro-Murba

papers Berita onesis and Warta Berita became the central forum for
"Sukamiat” views along with the independent Merdeka whose editor, B, M.
Digh, had a: permal %hilto:y :hat was also clese to both Murba and the PNI.

After um:.. lmlan fade& more and more into the background of the
Sukarnoism movemant: as the latter sought to institutionalize itwelf and to
gain momentum under the: lesdership of Adam Malik, Ruelan's public utter-

ances from September tg ‘Novesber were much more cautipus than those of the
self-proclaimed new l.qa.deran of "Sukarnoism™ although they seemed to afford
the BPS pari.ghtral support'. through emphasis on "Pantja Sila,” religion and
_ other antiePKI standbys, (This cautious behindwthe~-scenes approach was
"“also characteristic at that time of Chairul Saleh, whose political
' vulnerability was, like Ruslan 8, extremely great by virture of his
being a target of Sukarmo's TAVIP speech and an intended Vvictim or
partial victim of’ t:he lat:e August aborted cabinet purge. )

. The PNI Lembang Conference

"In mid-liovﬂer, the PHI held a Party conference (meeting of the Plrst
Working Body of the PNI Congress - Sidang Badan . Pekerdja Konggres PNI ke-l) -
at Lembang near Bandwung, This meeting issued a declaration that strongly _
defended Marhaenism as the ideology of Indonesia and defined the latter as
®nothing other tham Marxism adapted to the historical development of the
society, situation and condition of Indonmesia and endorsed a speech by
Party leader Al{ Sastroamidjojo that implicitly attacked "Sukarnoism," An
Indian Embassy source said to be close to the PNI leadership has said that
Ruslan Abdulgant. sdvocated the adoption by the PNI of a neutral attitude
'toward the BPS at'this time. According to this source, the leader of the
smallcd moderate faction of the PNI, Hardi, was just as opposed to the BPS
as was' Ali Sastromidjojo, the PNI General Chairman whose political position
.18 now almost always a close reflection of the PKI positions., This Indian
Embassy source stated that Ruslan Abdulgani continued to debate PNI policy
regarding the BES w:lt:h Bardi for several weeks after the Lembang conference =

but that Hardi vu umved. ‘ - . ‘
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R Joins l:hﬁ BPS and Sukarno;m cﬂ-t:lcg S

‘!he m i.mu atmnt. on Dacenber 9 mcoumendmg chat l:he rresident
aboli.ah the' BPS. and halt all activities of the "Sukarnoisw® movement, The
atatment clrl.md that the. Jatter diluted Marhaenism, sheltered elements of
doubt ful loyalty: to: the President and was destructive of national unity. Om .
the following day .Ruslan satd in a speech to a PNI labor group that he opposed -
* gukarnot sm becmtqrit ‘gdntained "illegal hitchhikers" and might be considered |

.. as opposed to' Marhsenism, the vague doctrine. espoused by Sukarno some 35 years

: ago that is partm:ululy agsociated with the PNI,' The Indian. Embassy source -

- holds that’ Mulqu . whoye base of .organizational support in the PNI {s meager -
compared to that ‘ef:Hardi, came to the conc).usi.m that: he st e.ccede to the

' mu: mjority vieﬁpﬂ;.n’ FIRNE PR s - :

‘Gthe r E_:_lglanat!.ons og_ Ruslgg's Swit:ch
- An; Maény-donr«wﬂ:h saod political x:omnm,ms, Pang I.ay Kim, told
the. report:tnz aﬁﬂ#qt’“;m December 29 that Ruslan's attack on the BPS was
motivated by a belfaf that he had been prevented from playing an effective
role in the suhsequent: davelopment of the: ﬁukmoim movement in spite of his .
, eatly contribuﬁion%o tm mmhins. He. also mputedly felt that the BPS had .

a8
' pn er:lves from the :fac-t ‘that l’rofessor MVey departad B

on. A t.ht»u mék ﬂd;m stri. o Central Java). Ruﬂm respoaded to Professor

umy s quastions: ut; ﬂmm th a rendition of his public rationale but then

. added that Sukarnoim hai’been a useful gimmick at first Pecause of its R

abnmy to masquerade jehind Sukarno's name but unfortunately £t had been - -

_ taken over: by peép % Werdid the use of an effective i.nstrmnent. rrofeasor :

becmaa his vo‘.te
hin'to_ one si.da f

Cormﬁt

The ﬂmoﬂ: qﬁ Ruslen's personal pi.qua at be:‘.ng teduced to. e minot voica
- 4mb sakmoim by thi uurha 8roup in general and Malik in particular 18 not -
\\\\\ nucauqxily &mrﬁtqﬁo to the Indian Fubassy report that Ruslen's action’
o was ‘mght: -ahouty; Z;iﬁmrnal PNL pressures. Other factors may be presem:
toea -«al.&hmlah‘.th@m fg 0ot likely to be much evidence to corrcborate such i

apeculmtonm Rna“lm may aspire to leadership of the PNX if Ali Sastromidjojo
2 esn be. a vecurrent theme in the PNI. Al{ does not have = -
pport and is also reportedly regarded with some .. "
't:t:er has reportedly only hung on to Ali becmse :
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no one else can be:found who would have suificient stature end who would =
at the same time éspougse a general political viewpoint acceptable to -
Sukarno. Perhapa Ruslan feels that if he mends his ways he can gain
Sukarno's suppor® to replace Ali, There is also a possibility that Sukarno
has spoken directly to Ruslan at some point in a manner that would make it
unalterably clear that Sukarno did not favor the continued existence of the
BPS and that Ruslan, whose deviations were almost his undoing earlier this
year, had better adopt a proper attitude or face a shortened career. Another
“related factor, and one that influences all political maneuvering now, is the
question of the: Prasidant ¢ health, All the top contenders for the succession
are aware that Sukarmo has a health problem and will leave the scene some day
but there ig probdbly a difference in their calculations as to when that fatee
ful day might be, '~Perhsps Ruslan believed that the BPS group would fail and
chat he should prnpara fo: making a power play at a»much later time.
ﬂhatever the extct blend of Ruslan's motivations for tutning against _

_ the BPS, his action.inecreases the difficulties of the "Sukarnoism” group who .

now have to face the criticism of a superficially united PNI as well as that

of the PRI and lcvarql smallar groups more closely subservient to the PRI in

the public mind. ‘Ruslan’s action also shows the difficulty of maintaining a

_common anti-PxI'f a h”among the disparatc and mntually jealous non=Communist
3roups. R o

hﬂb;_:he AMbaééaﬂor;%@_\fd

Edwag + Masters

" Counselor of Embassydﬂxﬁ
for ?olitiCBl Affairs L
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