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. JluSlan Abdulgani, the Coordinatiq Mi¢.ster for Public 
· . Rei•tione .-4 .a leading figure on the right wing of the PNI 
.. cr.~ecl ·~·:.slogan "SUkarnoiSlll" J,aat May· as a- cover for build­

.·. tng'~a.: aildly'.'' .. anti•PKI d"cu·1ne. that .. h()pefully would stem the 
.. ,·::.C~n~~t/'''~4v.~ce. by enlisting Suk4tm.o'll sympa~hies for the 
1' .• · ·"noiu.C~aiets. · After Sukarno made clear. in his Tavip. speech 
>·\!::ti£1 J'4~t Avgustt· and its aftermath that .his. sympath:Les were with 
· '•tb•'; Cemauai•t• and their allie11, :•sUJtarnoism" passe4 over 
< : ·1~·-ingly· to 'the leadership of.Chainl Saleh and the Mu.rba 
· ~: ::'::·rartj.·' '1'ltidl,. •tried to institutionalize this incoherent 

·.• . clefeaaj:vit• philosophy through formation of· a "Body to Support 
.,.. -Suk•~t_ia" ·;(BPS). Ruslan Abdulgani seemed to be allied 

·bebt~· tb-.>acenes with the BPS inner circle but his role had 
.'beco,.e ae4oilda.i:y. More recently, Ruslan has joined the rest 
. o.t the, PD.· ~eadership in denouncing "Sukarnoism" and the BPS. _ 
'.tbte·.,,J:ep•rt; exudnes this background and such in.formation as ·. 
'is .·.:'Wail&bte concerning Ruslan1 s motivations. · -Ia. essence, ·._ 
··.:th•\Pee-~,ta';;.poiut toward a cod>ination of personal pique .. ,.,,­

.; ~~1Cf4_•,:-•ater role assumed by other politicialiS in. the · 
.. -. !'Stik._~~'1lil0Vement and of the requirements of iacenal .· .- . 

VJ/~ .. _,,,~ p4#l~~~~,..1,ad- other_ *portunisti.c political· faetora. y ' ·· 
~.'<>. '• ~., , ..,., , "~-;r"'f "'. 

;,;··,,:4·'··:·>·-.,~t¥:,~-~-:~ft~:~~,' ;···, Early:·Bat:kground · · · ; . . 

~~.i;.,:;:if~, the Coordinating Minister for hhlic ~lat·ioae 
'1~~~~,:CQi .... of the Indonesian Haticmalist Party ("II), has · 
~~J·;<~\ti.,*:*9•r of public atate-ment~ strongly attacklag -~~. 
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BPS (Body fo'.C' tlaa hpport of SukarDoini) an.cl the alleged mauee of the word . 
"Sukaraoiea~ bi. "98t• of imperialiaa, coloniali• amt o.eo .. colouialiaa. 
'Dlis positiaa. place• lhtslaa Abdulgan.1 in the COll(>IUl.J of the Pta and its 
all1•• aga1'$8t th• arati.C~ist BPS led by Chairul Sale'b. and Adaa Malik 
and 11.a revel'lal of B.uslau's early advocacy of ."Sukamoisa .. beginning last 
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~tuarlf b•J...-.· •dulaard. • • initial promiae1ace aa a epokesma:A for 
"Sukaraoia• laa4: alr•-11 given Y&y by the time of President Sukarao1s 
Aup•t .. 17 tiYil.·heeaOh· to a behind•the-sceaes supporting role. The 
conversion of.t~e: ;!f;4P&~.•Sukarnoia" of B.ualaa•• speeches of late apring 
ta.to· a mon bro&dly .. 'buecl 'llOVemeAt required a greater political base than 
was available uc> J:aalan'ancl accordingly he apparently began working with 
the Marba-Saleh fore.- to this end. Sajvti Helik9 a PNI ·journalist with a 
Marba and ez•PU 'backgroUct, who thus served as a sort of right•wing PNI· 
K\lrba link, becaM tlae chief spokeaaan of "SUkarnoism" and the pro-!l:lrba 
papers Berita Igdoaesit and Warta Jerita became the central forum for 
"Sukaniotat• vi..,. aloua ,:1th the independent Merdeka whose editor, B. M. 
Di ah, had a. pera0ul 'hi at., that was also close to . both )lirba and the PNI. 
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After um~.1 J.Qelan faded more and amre into the baakground of the 
Suk&rneism ...._.t,: .. ais the. latter sought to luti.tutionalize itself and to 
gain 1DOJ181\t• u.Ce~· 'be· l.e.aderehip of Adam llalik. · lluslu.' a public utter­
ances fr• ._,t~er Cfl Rcriem'ber were nmch .~re .cautipus 't:bau those of the 
aelf-i>rociaiM,d : ... l•ad~4,· of 118ukarnoiaa•, -1.th0ugb :they seemed to afford 
the •s peri.tb~4 .•"Gppcnit;. through emphasis on "rim.tja Si.la," religion and 
other antt•'n, •t•671~ · ('th1a cautious beld.ml•the•scenes approach was 

· ···a:1so 'diaracte:r;iet1(1, 4t. that time of Chairul Saleh, 11hoee political 
vulnerahilit:y wu,· like ltuslan1s, extremely great by virture of his 
being a target of hkal'llO' • TAVIP speech and an intended Victim or 
partial victili of the late August aborted cabinet purge.) 
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'· .. :. 'J:he l'NI Lembang Conference 

.·· In mid•1'ove.er, the l'llI held a Party conference (meeting of the 'first 
Working Body of the ?RI Congress .. Sidang :Sadan :: .. 8!kerdja ltouure,s ?!! ke•l) 
at Lembang near Baclag. This meeting issued a declaration that strongly .. 
defended Marhaenisa.as the ideology of Indonesia. and.· defined the latter as 
"nothing other than Jlarxiam adapted to the historical development of the 
societyt situation and condition of Indonesia" and endorsed a speech by 
Party leader Ali ~troamidjo40 that implicitly attacked "Sukaruois-." An 
Indian Embassy atriarce ;said to be close to the PNI leadership bas saiel that 
B.ual•,,Abdulgantadv~ated the adoption by the PNI of a neutral attitude 

· towu4 the '.BfS at" this time. According to this source, . the leader of the 
ao-caailecl moder•t;•. factioQ of the PNI, Hardi, was just as opposed to the BPS 
as waa' Ali S•1troad.ijojo, the PNI General Chairman whose political position 
is now alTAOstt al,,.ya· a close reflection of the PKI positions. Thia Indian · 
lmbaaay enrce atUlta& that, bslan Abdulgani continued to debate PNI policy 
regarding the n.••:ritlt Hardt for several weeks after the Lembang conference 
but that Hardi we• .....,ved. . · 
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·' ' ''":~<.;<:;··i~•!e Joi~ tb~ BPS and ~'8i-·cri..t1~.• '"' '·. '' 
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.. . · · !he .m~ iti1Mc.f '• i~atemeut on Dece1llber 9 rec~ding that the President 
&boU.th c119::1ps: u4"lii1t all activities of the 118\lkaraoi•• movemeut. 'l'he 
atatement cli:i•d·:· c:Jt•U:;'.f:llfi. ,latter diluted Marhaeutsm~ .: sheltered elements of 
dotibtful' ~oyalt~ ,:.~."t:ll~' !fresident aud .was destructive ~f national unity. On .·, t• .. ~Qllow1ng,c1~.~·'•al•.••i4 in a speech .to a .. 111 labo~ .group that he opposed 

.· Sukarnotfti 'bec'au•tl;.rl~., .. ~~tain.ed "illegal hitchh,kera" and might. be considered 
,., . as oppo••d toi~~-; .tbe vague doctrine espou.~ed by 1.~rno some 35 years 

ago that ie 'p&Jl'ttct!.1~11: a-.sociated with the PNI•>. ,3,1ie I•dian IJabassy source · 
hold•:· that' ... 18*' ;,:wiq•• b.aae of .. ,o:rganiza.ticmal 'support:,- iu the' m 11 meager 
coapared i:O; thac•;i~fJ'~4i.~ dame 'to the conc;iueiOta.. that. h• .. lllU&t accfM!e .to the · 
11;t·.majol:tty TI._.,~,~~1:~< . . · .· · \. · . ·· · 

1'''.1~,"I,. >": ':".\\\.,,~~•~}.~·,.~•::~··,~i\.:•;:~:'t,;\i1,;:''.~ .... \:/~': .' ,·,··:.- - ·,<. ·\', .' <,I•·: \ ~l,'j 
· '· .. • '· .• "<" '\,:t:~~;~f:'.~~<;k1$•r B32lanations of B.uslp' a Sw:ltcb · ·"· ' 

, , . ; .... x"·:: .. >1~:~·:;~i:,··;:;·,:;;~~1~·,;:1:~·: ,: . .. . . . A• • . )"·. . . . ...... · . 

)n:...,a.kaj ·•o•r~~'.-''1lb/.goad polit,ical couucttons, .-ang Lay Itim, told 
the repor~-:i.~ :Q~~~,~~~.,.:-liecember. 29. that.clluslU.~8'.:>~ttack osi the BPS was .. 
motiv~t.ed.'by·a;1:1telt4i(~1.'t1a!ic·~e had ,l>etm preveated t~ playing a effective 
rol_e.~!.~lie,·•:m,.•.,~5;r.fty~l'~ .of· _tha··luJt~o~aa'mo,vemt1»1~ in •pite of his 
early. c:on~r~l)'ltt~ :~~:>+~e:··:,1.Gaehins •. : Be. -1.so",?PU~~ly felt· that:. the BPS had 

. ea~rl•d ·h1c·~~ .. (:~~;';~~~!~toa .. the .offic~a.1.~li~.·~· mad• it_ too openly anti• 

· c~~f :;1 ··: 1i;;~ 1 ;:;~~:.··:··.~~:1j~:~~ir~;~;~~1Ji~~ .. ~~:·~~.~:,·~\;,;1;. > .·>._ , · 1·i::·°'.··. ··•·· ·:.,i,·;)3' ;~'·> •. • .... · . · . . . 
. i'.:.}L ... e:·vt•it~~;t~~~:~;j~liolar lutb.'.r.SeVevi;.:.W..~ii.liVad. a-~·~:lmi.1•1111• imnresaion 

·, .. ~, I ,,,f} r~~' ~, '" ~ · .. j···'1' '"'"-~--u\ · ~ "'." · ·' ! ••• " ", ' ' • .,,, ·~ ·~~ ' , • (',... •-r 
. :. hoa(,,.n. ·~at,~~e,,,~~:~~1~~~~n· hiuelf ,shortly ~f~•· QJriatmas ,, .~~rding to , 
, , _: anotl1er .:.•chOl~ · 11\lC'::'.~•~C)l~'fld · the. intepl(• vt~~i'~;'rofesaor lfcVey ,(the secOlldary . 
'.'." 11\&~Ut'«a. ·O:f··. ,t•··:f.id?~~i.~·;4•r1ves from tbe'.~~ta;et-,,tbat Professor ·•Vey departed 
:~ ,,on:,·a·tbr.e ~·~,.f~~clk1l;l'iP.,: 1 ~0 Central. Java). ..au.1-;l. respoaded to ;frofee•or. -· 
. XeY•1'• q11•ec:ton8:.:•i; fts.•t; ·~th· a reuditioq. of ,Ji:La 'public rationale but then 

added that Suk&X'IJOt• i.•cf'tleen a useful giillni.ck at first b'ecause ·of 1~• · , , 
'·. abt.ltty.~to •sq•~"-·~~ ·)-1l~d Sukarnot a name but unfortunately 1.t'\ud' bean" · - , 

taken ·ove~:·b7 -:P~l•~:wtlO:,overdid the use of an effective inatnuuent:. Professor 
··· McV., ·report'8dly.~-~~et;•d 'the impression that Ruslan was personally';piqued · . 
'b•c&use· his_ volQ41t,;;;;~_\l,~•i1';ar~oihl had not been heeded aud others had wbuo.~ed · 

~~,:~;·~ 7·:"~)l?f:,, ~ . c~ . ·. . .. > ' • : . !~ 
·:,-_' .. Tb.e r8'~~t:' ~f',~P~\C,.~• personal .pique at being reduced .to.a,minor wice .· .~ . 

.. in·,,~~arno~~ \7·<•~4;~rl>• group iu general and Malik in particvlar ta not· . · 
, .:::nl'.t;,,~i•~lJ,,"1'aOtU:.r.~1~~'fr,,f t~. the Indian Massy xeport that Ruatan•s action-·.·. · ,,1'•• ii:.,.ah~.;~--f~.,·~.~.~rnal PNI.preaaures. Other facto~• -.y be present .. 
• .. ·~·· ~l..~.:'&'~~·\~;l'.tf,,, .. '. likely to be much evidenc4! to corroborat• such :1•• ''. 

· .:•recu~~~.~Ol\~1'\f'..::_,s~~l:•71~~••Pire to leaderebip of .. the PNI if 411 Saatroamidjojo · .. 
. ,·c .. ~·.~~;eusc,a·,c:tt~l9~;~·•:"t,r•eurrent theme in the PNI .. Ali does .. not have .;· .. 
. , -.•stve:.::ora..Uct•~ ~ort and is also reportedly regarded with 11ome .·. .. . . " ':·. 
,;;•:dttfavO;f; by '~~·\ .. /lat;ter bas reportedly only hung on to Ali bee.Use.:''.,;:< .... ;;''' 

--~·: ,:·;'. .. ~1:';1,~.'~"~:~': __ .. · ·::._·:.,;:;]i4::r,,1i?~;t~~~~:.~:-'.-'..' ' '. '· :'' ' .. '·. ' ' .'\ ' : .\~')'.'\·,:;:~ 



-.. 

no one e11e can h•' found who would have su:i:'fi.cient' stature and. who would 
at the same t1~ -.:pouse· a general political viewpoint accept~le to 
Sukarno. .Path.ap• ~u1lan feels that if he mends his waye he can gain 
Sukarno'• auppor• to. l'eplace Ali. There is also a possibility that Sukarno 
has spoken directly to·Ruslan at some point in a manner that would make it 
unalterably ci$ai" that Sukarno did not favor the continued existence of the 
BPS and that'Ru•lail; ~ose deviations were almost his undoing earlier this 
year, had better .• 4opt a proper attitude or face a shortened career. Another 

":related factor, ~··one that influences all political maneuvering now, is the 
. question of .,th•· Pw:esident 1 s health. All the top contenders for the succession 

are aware that Sukarno has a health problem and will leave the scene some day 
but·there ~· pr~ably,a·difference in their calculations· as to when that fate• 
ful day udght.be~>.ferbaps Ruslan believed that the BPS group would fail and 
that he should. prepare fer making a power play .at a mich latei: time. 

. ( . ~·· 

Wh~tever t'ha exactbl•nd of Rualan.'s 1*>t1vat1ons for turning against 
the BPS, hi• acti4'n)inqrease.s the difficulties of the "Sukarnoism" group who 
now ha~e to fac•.t~e:;criticism of a superficially united PNI as .well as that 
of the PKI ftnd lnerfl smaller groups more closely subservient to the PEI in 
the public mi.lid •. "· lu•lan' s action also shows the difficulty ot maintaining a 

. common ant~•PU,.,f.,;o~t,;{.pong the disparate and mutually jealous non-Communist 

groups. ~, •':~,';,~H';~~' ' t~~ the ~~asadorv· '' ,.· .•.. 

' :~ ·,·).:;.~\ • .;;,;:·~"'.•'~~:: ,e\:i,•, ~~ ' 
~i' ' ; ""'~G{f'' ~-.~>.,. I ,.,.,. i ~ ~J 1 J 

','' 'f", J(l"';.,,~:..,..,)ti" '.t:f.>;7''1'~, 1~111 "" • III.-~ 
•t ) I" .J{(,'r"!, f~,' ~~~~{l~_'J,~~; \.~' ~ •' ~ 4'.·: 
· ,.,,· •. , . ._.;',f.;·.1.:"·.~·,,·:~·'1" "~"'·'"' Edwa Mastera . 

, • :_,~ ~.iU;~~·-{;,,1,"'~ I ·~fl-~_.,· ';;~ < , .. "'\ • '1. 

1
• •. ~· : ·' /':>t·~·.·\•1.\"~:·\r.'/ .. ;. 11 :~·, ,:, ', · Counselor of Bd>asay 

, ··~:. ·,,l.·-•• ~~'.~.t:Y):·"~~J1·':~:..:i•,' ·;·: · for Political Af41 ... ' rt 
• ~1J·,:J_- !_.IJ":. :-\'"'w..;r ,. ~~..,1 ....... ;;· ~ 

- ~ 2-·~- ~:<:;;:}:·,:(;,:. ~:?,;:~,\~ ;:h1,t;l~·t:~:I*· ~k . . . .~ •. ·-·· --~-·-·· 
--·~.~--·-·· 

• 


