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union was told to make amends if it wanted to continue as a trade union.
This threat, according to Pulamahoiy, was the straw that broke the

camel 's back.

*A, M. Datuk, Chairman; Dra, J. I. Soedarwo, Secretary General; A. Samadi,
Assistant Secretary Genmeral; Drs. H. A, Budjendro, Assistant Secretary
General; and Bujung Temin, Chairman of the Depwrtment of Industry.
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3| 20| 4 TThe most significant and welcome piece of news to flow from Indonesia's 1 \
i “"‘;_ _’;,“ trade union movement since the celebrated demise of the once powerful A
33| /0 |- communist labor federation, SOBSI, was a recent announcement by a leader §
' ;mé of the Democratic Workers® PFederation of Indonesia (XBKI) that the exocut:kve\
committee of the union had ousted five prominent leaders* for working with
' groups identified as pro-Sukarno forces, |
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o organization about the pro-Sukarno activities of its ousted chairman

[ A, M. Datuk, who, for years, has had & close connection with the crypto-

= f% conmunist Partal Indonesia (PARTINDO), and a threat of dissolution from

_m" & the military if it didn't take action to put its house in order, the

n o New Order that is. One of the new leaders of KBKI, Drs. J. Pulamahony

o E.f_.:_, {see Enclosure 1 for listing of new officers), told the reporting officer

= B+ that KBEI has been under the watchful eye of the military for many months o
- ‘;" . and that its leaders were called in about two weeks ago to explain a

97}* ' recent pro-Sukarno statement signed by the five ousted leaders, The
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Pulamashony reported that he got in touch with leaders in the outer islaads

to indicate that he was goling to write to Datuk requesting a meeting of the
executive to discuss the matter, He was overwhelmed, he said, with the

support he received. The meeting was held last week and a new KBKI emerged. .
Its first order of bhusiness was a declaration of support for the New Order, %&v

Comment: It is to0 early to predict what this means in political terms,
Unquestionably, the new leaders will align themselves with the New Order

and do what they can to convince the military that they are sincere in ,
their pledge of support for the New Order. Just how sincere they really "
‘are remains to be seen. It is likewise too early to predict who will
eventually emerge in control of the membership and the union's assets,

Datuk, who is the money man in KBKI, refuses to turn over the building

that houses the union and will not allow the new officers to use 1it,

Moves are currently underway, with military support, to remove Datuk and

his supporters. This should pose no serious problem, especially with
military backing. The question, however, which 18 unanswered at this time,

is Just how strong Datuk 1s with the membership, The new leaders plan to =~
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