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while "non-political" organizations!gponsored by ex-Masjumi figures have
dlawn massive support in the provineegs. The PMI|leadership has continued
to spurn its Army sponsors by opposihg the Dcvolipmpnt Cabinet while the

f |
The Indonesian Moslem Party (PMI) hg failed to Take root outaide of Java

former Musjumi leaders have welcomed the government's accent on pra*matlc
economic policies. The November Con%ncus of the |PML will give its current
leaders and its former military SpUnsors the opportunity to bring better
known Masjumi figures 1nto the pwrtvfloadoruhlp If this is done, the PMI
will probably "take off" as a national polltlcal party and pc"hdps renounce;
its opposition alliance with the "ﬁh atul Ulamai I Masjumi figures are
not brought in, the PMIL will most leely remain n ineffective if vocal
opponent to the present regime. i
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The Indonesian Moslem Party has anpounced that 1ﬁ will hold its first National
Congress during the first eek of November 1968 when it will elect new -
officers. PMI Vice Chairmen John Naro and Agus Sudono told Embassy officers
that PMI Chairman Djarnawi and his iflonds attempted unsuccessfully to post-
pone the Congress until March 1969 ag they were Justifiably afraid that they
would lose thelr positions in an aarllcr Congress. Both Sudono and Naro
reiterated thelr w1111ngness Lo w1thdraw and mak% room for Masjumi

canaldates. Lo S ; ‘
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;f i . D P-2D-26-95- 2“Pﬁmjﬁ DUIHOH L osupport firom the PUY, axproscod

i cecpbiloiom in o July 2R coaversatlon with Dmbagsy officers thet the @40

crass will choose more dynomic and betber knpwn leaders from the old

o jund rollu. o The Congress' DQTiLCJﬂ@QJ" (Whluh will probebly be lorsely
chosen by the present EMI Leadership and will be overbalanced with
'JQV&WCJC) will not wish 0 crocs the Awny on this score, Soosir expliained.
The Ammy's position was made clear in the negotiations leading to toc PML's
formation, Natsir continued, and nced not be rcafilrmcd through furthzsr
pregsures to be effective. Natsir added that tnu only way of ensuring &
completely free electlon of the PML leadership Mould be to obtain in writing

L Gencral Stharto's esrlier oral affirmotion that the PML is free to elect
whcmever it likes at its Nabional Jongress. Watsir volunteecred that he had
recommended to the PML leaders that they obtain such a document.

Natsir gaid that he and other "oldeér generation Masjumi leaders will not
geek office in the PML. They would like to see the "younger Masjumi genera=-
tion” (Anwar Harjono, Hasan B&brlEvdnd Muttaguien were mentioned specifi-
‘cally) take charge with perhaps an | older generation léader such as Fakkih
'Usman or Dr. Mohammad Roem serving iin an honorary or adviscry role. Hatsir
said he and other well known }wsguﬂl figures would "introduce"” this new’
zle@dershlp to the Masjumi masses. Natsir clearly implied that such an
"introduction" would not be offere a leaderahlp slate regembling the
current one. Por }
Natsir confirmed reports the Embassy has received from other sources thab
he PMI has not taken root outside [Bast and Cen&ral Java. Natsir said
that some of the former Masjumi's xeégional leadership has joined the PMI,
including a few figures in the West Java Masjumi stronghold of Gerut.
Many others, who have better known names and larger followings than the
PMI's najbional leadership, have noti done so.. During a recent trip to ;
Bukittingzi, West Sumatra, one of the modernist{Mbslems‘ historical strong-
holds, Natsir asked the whereabouts of the PMI pffice ard was told that it
did not exist. ] _— ' : :
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In the meantime, the two Moslem organizations within which the older
"generation of Masjumi leaders operate have been expanding by leaps and ,
bounds. §jafruddin Prawirsnegara ‘is currently on & trip to the Nusatenggara
islands where he will install several new branches of his businessmen's .
association IUSAMI. Kalimuntan is jnext on his iiuL. He has already
Cvisited West Sumabra, Sulawesi and Tampurg.  With the exception of the
latter province, where his visit wale played in low key, ne has drawn crowds
‘and local newspaper play which would have done honor to a chief of state.
The former Masjumi farmers' affilisgte, STII, is) also underteking member-
ship drives in the outer provinces. Natsir's trip to West Sumatra wzs on
‘behalf of the S0 ., and former Masjumi Chairman) Prawoto Mangkusasmito is
currently carrying the organlzatlun s banner: through Central and East
Java. : } el L .




Mevhwods v DU UL DAL GAGIPLLEY . LOE RTINS TLC METODus N
boing wad 2E)26 95- 2351ur Masjuml lerdarship.. NpLLnu that the DLEL DAY
originally been organized as & pirg;y_politidal vonicle for the o
Weosir sald it is now being given a completely new complezien.  Ivery now
STTT brainca is organized arcund o chwelcpm\nt project, Hatsiyr polrted ont.
Tn West 0@va.suhe 3TIT has hndu¢bwA«ﬂ an CYlelMLntul formn, a road
building nrOJoct wid an qulCUlLATul sehoal | orlpcagant“‘ ¢hildren. In
West Sumatra it has For the past scvcrai vears bperatcd an experimental
famn and cottage industries nrodrbing gilk and ﬁtrcw mabs. Natsir's Srip
to West Sumatra was \o anhounce opgnly these projects, which hed not been
publicized bécause of the STIL's umcertain bbanhlnﬂ with the central’
authorities. West Sumatra QovcrnbrA} Lrun Zaln,laccord;n to Nats ¢~, wWas
nifred to flnd that these projectis ﬂao been going on without his knowledge.
He was, howsver, impressed by the resulis and oh July 22 assembled all of
“he province's Ievel II Chiefs ofLchlon (Bupatis) to see the experimental
farm. No STII branch will be recbgnized, Natsir: pointed out, until it has
a development project on which to’conccntrate 1ts activities.
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The striking contrast between thci"modernizing"‘attrloutcs of the older

MasJumi genuratlon and the "“traditionalist™ att 1tudes of the young PML
leaders is also apparent in the position they ta:e towards the new Develop-
ment Cabinet. At the Embassy's Fpurth of July reception, Sjafruddin
Prawiranegara characterized the C&bmnet as the best one possible at this
time. He praised the selection of Sumitro as Minister of Trade although
he has in past conversations revealed some distéste for Sumitro as a
persen. Sjafruddin denied reporuvs that he had been asked to join the
Cablnet said that he would not have accepted a! position as Minister of

State w;thout portfolic at any rate, but noted his willingness to lend

the new Cabinet his informal advite and help. PMI leader John Naro at
the same reception displayed a quit e different attitude. After ellCltlng
‘a favorahle reaction regarding the hew Cabinet from an Embassy officer,
Naro said with some vehemence that any cabinet which does not take into
account the preponderant strength of the Moslem canp in the distribution
of its portfolios cannot®succeed. |
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In summary, latest developments tend to confirmithe Embassy's initial
assessment that the PMI is not making the grade;as a mass po;1t1cal nove-
“ment and that 1t is to the government's bune”lt that it not do so if it
acheres to 1ts present leadership and policies.| Minisiur of REducation
Mashuri recently indicated in a prLVaue conversation that Suharto’s inner
eircle of advisors now realizes that their chO1ie of Pl leaders has not
produced the desired results. The November Congress of the PMI ofiers
Suharto two alternstives. He cau‘pa531vely or actively support ithe
current PMI leadership with the reﬂuxt ‘that the [PMI will probably remain
an opposition party but =so 1neffective as to be|relatively harmless. Or
he can publlcly 1nd1cate the Army 8 W1lllngnesufto accept the electlon

No ObjéC‘[lOﬂ To Declassi ﬂcatnon in Full 2010/’09501 HIA-R JONES HOWARD P




I e e e e
v

; o B
No Objection To Declassification in Full 2010/09/01 : HIA-R JONES HOWARD
of CormarP-2D-26-95-2ders with the result that (he will have o party

symopathetic to his development proi:am but also one with sufficient
RV th to challenge the governmeﬁt wnen interests diverge. The choice

. . | i -
% an basy one, and the Enbassy would not wish to predict Subnzrita's
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