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SUMMfr~~Y . I 
The Indonesian Moslem Party (PMI) b.9-. failed to ake root outside of Java i/ I t 
while "non-political 11 organizations! ponsored by ex-Iv'asjumi figu1~es have 

1 drawn massive su1)port in the provi1~c · ::>. The PMt leadership has continued 
to upurn its Arnry sponsors by o:ppo.si G the Devel 

1 
pmcmt C;i.bine'i.; while the 

economic policies. The November Coplr.res~ of the PMI will give its current 
leaders and its former military spoh~ors the opp rtunity to brin~ better 
knmm 111'.a.sjurni ficures into the party! leadership. If this is done, the PMI 
will probably "take off" as a natidc.i.tl political I party and pe··~ha;ris renounce, 
its opposition alliance with the N~patul Ul:JJna1 If Yi..a.sjumi fiGUl"eS are 
not brought in, the PMI will most ~i~ely remain n ineffective if vocal 
opponent to the :present regime. ', 1 ! · 
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The Indonesian Moslem Party has an.bounced that i~ will hold its i'irst National 
Cone;ress during the first week of November 1968 >fhen it will elect new. 
off'icers. PMI Vice Chairr~en John Naro and Agus Sudono told Embassy of'f'icers 
that PMI Chairman Djarnawi and his f'f iends attem}_)ted illlsuccessfully to post­
pone the Congress until Mu.rch 1969 a? they were justifiably afraid that they 
would lose their positions in an_ear+ier Congr~ss. Both Sudono and Naro 
rei ~~rated their willix_igness t.o wJ.. thd.raw and m!'l-k1 room for l\1'asjumi 
canuidates . . •. 1 
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. ;,:";u.;L .. ' tbhcld ]/''X'>:;on:.:.l ;·;u1j11ort fµ~om the 1'.:H, r"x-:yJrr;;;;~,~cl . 
, c, J'·t-,Lc.L:.;m :i_;1 :t J\1J_y ?;::> co~W(:l'GiA.tian with Iimbas~';y o:Cficc:,:u th:.:,t tbr:! :1:'iil:C 
1:., c<Y·-oU:J w{lJ. clWO::iU J:1.01'C o,rncX•liC and better lrn Wll lCD,Qf;)~G from the.: Old 
: :~-:,<ju;:ti J.'ollu. '1:l1c Con:::;1'c<>~:; 1 :ixi.rt::Lc:Li'..lants (whi.~h will }?l'Obo,bl;/ be l<o.:'.'u~l~,r 
cho;::.;cn bv the 1Jrc.:::c:1t fi\'0:: l.:;ah:;:,·;:.;11.:iip and will b~ overbah.nccd ':J'ith 
\T0.w;.ncsc) will~ no·c wL;h to cros::; th0 Arm',{ on thiis score,1, ~~'~.c:;ir cz-gl2,:i.ncrJ. 
~i:::c A:';::y' 8 :poci ti or" \·rci.J mo.de cl•.::o.r in the nec;ot'iatiorn:: leadi11c; to t!.Le: PMl 1 s 
form~<.tion) No.:tsir continued, o.nd need not be reaffirmed t!1rouch furth2r 
in'0S8'lU'eG to be effective. Nats:i.:c added that t11e only' wtw of unsu:tinc; a 

co;:;J)lcd.-;,~J.:;· free clL:.ction of the P:t-IC lco.dershiJ? kvould be to obtain in wr:Lting 
· (ri.:mcro.1 s~·,110.rto 1 s ec..::clier oro.l at'firmo.tion thati the PFCL is free.; to elect 

1vhomcv.e1· it likez at its Nationo.l OonGress. Nalsir voJ:u.ri"Geered that he had 
reccmrnended to the.PM! leaders that they obtain such a document. 
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:Natsir :;;aid that he and other 11 olddr i:;eneration:ir Masjumi leaders will not 
seek office in the PMI. They woul4 like to see! the ttyounger 1fli1sjumi genera .. 
tion.11 (Anwar Harjono, Hasan Basrie :and. lv1uttaq,ui~n were mentioned specifi­
cally) tal<::e charge with :perhaps an iolder genera~ion leader such as Fakkih 

·Usman or Dr. MohaJi'lmad Roem .serving iin an honoratcy or advisory role. Hat sir 
i said he and other well known MasjUnfi figures wohld 11introduce" this new· 
'leadership to the J.V:S.sjumi masses.. ~atsir clear~y implied that such an 
"introduction" would not be offere9 a leadership slate resembling the 
current one. : 1· I 

. I 
:Na.tsir cor:firroed reports the Embassly has receivbd from other sources that' 
the PHr has not taken root outside !East and Cen~ral Java. Natsir said 
that some of the former :V.iasjumi' s ~egional leadership has joined. tl:e PMI, 
including a few figures in the Wes~ Java JY.iasjum~ stronghold of Ga.rut. 
l'·:la.nY others, who have better known names and le.!rger followings than the 
P.MI's na};iona.l 'leadership, have no done so. nµring a recent trip to 
Bukittinggi, West Sumatra, one of ~he modernist\ Moslemst historical strong­
holds, Natsil" asked the whereabout«! of the PMI pffice and was told that it 
did not exist. • , ·1 · 

In t:i:le meantime, the two Moslem or a.nizations w~thin which the older 
'generation of Masjuroi leaders oper te have been1 e}.'J)anding by lea:ps and . 
bounds. Sjafruddin Prawiranegara cs currently bn a trip to the Nusatenggara 
i~;landg where he will install scvc al new branches of his businessmen's . 

· o.::;noeio.t:i.on IIUGAM!. Kal:i.mu.nto,n :Lo next on his l:i.nt. He ho..:3 "'lr¢a.dy 
_visited West Sumatra, Sulawesi and L:i.mrmnc. With the cxce1)tion of the 
latter :province, where his visit l1 - e played in ;Low key, he has dra.wn crowds 
and local newspaper play lrhich wou d have done honor to a chief of state. 
'l'hc forrner lYJB.sjuroi farmers 1 affiJ-=l. · e, STII, is·: also ur.dertaking mernber­
ship drives in the outer provinces. Natsir- 1 s tf iJ? to West Sumatra was on 
behalf of the SS~·._:, and former Masj . i .Chairman Prawoto Y.ia.ngkusasmito is 
currently carrying the organiza.tio ~s banner-th ou.ghCentral and East 
Java. · - -- _ ! :\ __ i;.:\. , . 
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01-i:-·1_1~-J.llv been orr•o..niz8c'i. ac c:. r!~J-l'.'<:dir JX>lit:i..(Ll..llvc;(1j_clc foy the r;J..::;r;·.;;'_::i;1.::, 
. ......;)- ~ \,, I.... .... . I u • I 

I~2. c~~ :i.r se.::.d it is 1'10\·t be ins c;i vo~'t a c011:1J10tely 10:· compJ~e:xi~n. ~:vc-y u;0J 

S'l'II b1·.:uc~1 is orgD.nizcd arc<ll1Ci (c devclc:pmcnt p··oJect> J\la;;:;s:1r l):JJ.:.-~cd c.,-,;::c. 
In ~\\% t Java, · tl1e ST::L:I' has i.mdc:ctt..k.;n ;c,.n cx11erin.1err'ce.l f;;:.rr:i., a :r-r_)u.( 

bu~\_J_din:::r, :project arid .::i.n ag:ricultui-s.J. ccr ... ool fori pca;.;antc.: chlldcer". In 
WeJt l:k_::-.Ki,tro. it has l'or tl1e past se\rc:ral years ~pcrat\:cd an cx·.ocd.rr.ental 
farm a~1d cottage inctu:Jtries J?rodt-:.bin·0 silk and ~tro.w muts. Natsij' 1 :o t:cip 
to Wc.:t Sl.ll!Kltra wn.s ,.o announce oj;ie~iy these prpjects, \fhich ho:.d. 110t ·occn 
publicized oet;.:au.s2 of the S'.11II' s tu-ic;;;rtain stanCi.inc; wiUJ. the ccntru,l 

I I I . 
authorities. : Wc:st Sur:1at:ca. Governpr, E<:~.run Zain,. uccord:,r,g to Wat sir, wu.s 
miffed to find thaJG these i1rojec"q3 ~1ad, been going on withou·t his knowledge. 
He was, howsver, impressed by the: r'resuJ.ts and op July 22 assem.bled. all of 
the province 1 .p ·Level II Chiefs ofi J;eGion. (Bupatis) ·to see the e.;q_:ierin1c::ntal 
farm. No STII branch will be recpg~ized, Natsirpointed out, until it has 
a development. project on which toi

1

' cpncentrate i'j;s activities. 
I ' 
I . I · 

The striking contrast between the I "modernizing": attributes of the oJ.u.er 
1':'.J.sjumi generation and the tttradi't;iona.listrr att;Ltucies of the younc: PHI 
leaders is also apparent in the ppsition they t~ke towards the new Develop­
ment Cabinet. At the Embassy's FPUirth of July 'eception, Sjafruddin 
Pra.wiranegara chara..cterized the Cabinet as the est one possible at this 
time. He :praised the selection of Suntitro nister of Trade altho-..l.gh 
he has in past conversations revealpd some ste for Suntitro as a 
peJ.·son. Sjafi·uddin denied repor-i:.$ :that he had een asked to join the 
C1binet, said that he would not hti.v~ accepted a,position as Minister of 
State without portfolio at any rate1

, but noted is willingness to lend 
the new Cabinet his informal advi~e: and help. 1iJl leader John Naro s.t 
tbe so:.1e reception displayed a quitk different ttitude. After eliciting 
a favoraQle reaction regarding the µew Cabinet ro~ an Embassy officer, 
Naro said with so1ne vehemence that b.ny cabinet hich does not take into 
account the preponderant strength of the Moslem camp in the distribution 
of its n_ ortfolios cannot' succeed. : : 

, i 

In summary, latest developments ten~ to confirm the Embassy's initial 
a~~sessment that the PMI is not making the grade n.s a mass political ;r,ove­
ment and that it is to the gqvern.rilent' s benei'i t , that it not do so if j_ t 
aO.heres to its present leadership and policies. I Ministc::.· of Education 
I>:ashuri recen·t.ly indicated in a priya.te coiwern4tion that Suharto.1 s inner 
circle of advisors now ::.::.alizes that their choide of P~-U leaC:~ers has tJ.Ot 
produced the desired results. The November Coni' ress of the PM! of:ters 
Suharto two alternatives. He can passively or ctively support the 
current PM! leadership with the result that the PMI will probably rer:i.ain 
an opposition party but so ineffective as to be relatively harmless. Or 
he can publicly indicate the Arrny•s\willingnessito accept the election 

·. . i I 



r 
with .the, result that ihc will ho.vc u. pu.rt:r 

s;,:-c·.::J):~·~lwt:Lc to his develo:p:nent p:i:o 1,-: ·o.m but aJ..s~ one with suf'ficien·;; 
;;·C,r,,:·i:::;th to challenge the r;overnme~~t when inte~ests di verge. Tho choice 
::.~ t:.::;t a.r, i:;.aiy onr:::, o.nd the Er.1bi:tp:)r would not ~ish to predict S:.ib::.r~c,' s 
~~~i=~:~. I 
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