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DOS REVIEWED 31-Mar-2008: DECLASSIFIED FOR RELEASE IN FULL

SUBJECT : KAMI: A View from Bandung

REF

r—l!ncloud is a memorandum of conversatiom with Sugeng Sarjadi, Chairmen o!
the Bandung branch of the Univeruity Students’ Action Command (RAMT). - A
a luncheon in the reporting officer’s houwse he chawed himzelf Srexkily dﬁa-
couraged and cynlcel showi tha presest pace of Indoncsian pol...n::lcs. '

Of particular interest were his remarks om the political ipstincts of Indd=

nesian students, whom he characterized as uninterested in ideology and.
 1indifferent to tralitfonal political sloganeering. The KAMI studants are

basically pragmatic in outlook, according to Sugemg ~ particularly those

in SOMAL, a non-party faction withi.n KAMY vhi.ch recently has shown some

signs of activity on its own, : g _ ‘

His comments show clearly the somevhat natve impatience of the Bmdms
students, snd their inclination to brush as’.de any and all obstacles in
their rush toward their goala, Of speciagl iaterast hera is the emphasis
placed on problemvasiving in place of politieal slogans, The murtwnrinsg
of such prageatic attitudes among the young geseration will provide the -
greatest long~term hope that Indonesia will be abh to mter its m
problems of modernization wd dcvzrlopmt ‘ ‘
\ ! * _
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Enclosure:
A As stated
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M*h “2..[?...2.3.8-.1 -{3. Howland, Second Secretary of Enbassy
Edwin L, Barber III, Second Secretary of !ﬂuuy CE

.PIAce and Time: Mr. Barber's honse, Juae 22, 1967

Sugeng expressed his disgust, snd that of his 3andung cohorta, with the ﬂ
slogens which dominate Indnmesian political discourse., Waen asked for a “.¢"

T definition of Pantjasila ha retarted, Mihiat 13 167" As for "Indoresien N

" ‘Socialism,” he asserted that none of the students know what it mesms,

The pruent generation of gtudentsa ganerully uzke poor political party

matarial, in Sugeng’s opliton, since they are not well disciplined, have

no interest in ideology, and are preoccupied with their studies sud pare -
sonal lives, This is particularly true of smm., the Secretariat of Lecal,
Student Organizations, which is a corponent of KAMI: its menbers are the '
welletondo children of the middle clase vho ary "relaxed” and non-ideelogicnl. :
It {s true, howevar, “hat the leaders of the HVi. (Yvdepasian Studence® Ame -7
soclation, a former Meojumi affiliste) are upret about the lfiddle Eaat simn-: L
tion, on 3ronndl of aympathy for thely Arab co=roligionists, . : o

As a group Sugeng says the student.s are twn interested in aolvl.ng problm

than in sloganeering, and it is in this context that they like Jawos Bond . .
" movies ~ move for the hero's capacity to mest and ovarcome challenges. thn.;
for his sexual adventures, (Comment: The Embassy is inclined to bqum
-that these two characteristics are aqually :l.ntemﬂ:iug to the atudwta,);

'rhe election bill, according to Sugeng, h "a dead 1)tter” and will mt M
passed because of the complete inability of the par' 1es to reach any agmn-\
ment on {t. Ar for the partiaes bill, bn wadered uay it is neceasaxy to .
have the Aray’s approval bofore a new party caa be formed, He thinks t:hc \
formateurs should just go shead with t:hei.r plans for uv orgmiut:im:.

The Woat Java students, for tholr part, am anxiovo Lo leave t:ha Djakarta
studeats behind, since the latfer are too much tha politfesl compromirers,
and strike out on thelr own ta "lead “Fm!mm ata,” MNor is ths Bandung girrp
interested in East ov Ceatral Java, which they believe eventually must fole

low the rest of the countzy, They are frustrated at Suharto's slow, deviows
style and perplexed as to how they should zeact to him, Sugeng declared,
however, that they have threetaned Suhaerto with more streat demomstrations o
on Avgust 17 unless concrete action is taken against corruption im govern~ .
ment befors then, Sugeng was uncertain vhather the current salaise is the ’
fault of Suharto or of a group of bad advisors surrommding him, He ackeowe
ledged that some foreign observers have vecalled that the htm hmolm
view m iomrly applisd to Bukarno as wu. ; &



As for himgelf. Sweans te AMaramecaad we abo o u
the govermment NO Objection To Declassification in Full 2010/’09501 HIA-R JONES HOWARD F-‘
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constructive r.o0.05.31.-8. AS a vesult he intends to play the role of

"social S.tritm » or geufly, in pu'um: whmr t:hc oppouudty m«:."
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