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Enclosed with this airgram ia a meiorandum of conversot:ion between the reL 
porting officer and Nurcholioh Mad· id, General \Chairman of the Moslem Stu• 
dents' Association (l-Il1I), ""ho w:l.11 be travel:ln~ to the United States on a 
State Departtnent Leader C:rant some im~ in the ea.rl1 4uturnn of 1968. Madjid 
ia 1 isted on the l'otcntiHl J,'el1de:rs \Biographic ~cporting List (PLBRL: see 
CA-5700 of l''eb:r;uary 1, 1967). .·· 1 I 
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Madj id· believes that Indonesian po~:!.t:tcs still 1is dominated by a Dutch-
: trained social elite which has m;~w\gcd to hold :on to its favored position 

since independence, depriving the '~Moslem major,ity" of the voice to which 
1 

it is entitled in a democracy. Al!lt:hough he .ackrtowledges that the Moslem 
majority in Indonesia .iS not the ;'1QO%" often ·cl!aimed by Moslem party spokes• 
men, he asserts that tb'e non-San~r, Javanese will "follow us" into full ac-
ceptance of Islam. ; , . . . · · 

I. 

Madjid' s v~ews .1.re closely-argm:id·~1nd bolstered with referencen to Indonesian 
nnd Western wr.itera • As hon been ,p1~cvi.ottaly reported, he has a scholarly 
turn of mind and h<'.ls read w-ldcly, i although wit1\in· a uarrow frame of refer .. 
et1C'C: his political analysb is lf lltber narrowlw foeuased on righting the 
real or imagined ~oH .. tieal wro11gs: t:oward Moslcinp of a previous era. tn,.the 
reporting officer a opini.on, the id

1
eas he expresses originated with an. o1Cler 

ger,ernt:i.on of Mosl-amo such as Drs~ ~ukma.n Harun( of the PMI Party, and Dr. 
llnmka of the Kebaj or an monquc, rathier than throitgh Madj id's own readings• 
However• the fact that a relative~y: well-educated, well-read ahd intelligent 
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For all his professed awareness of the differences bdtween Santri Moslems 
and .. the ~n~lln or .n!.!.1!!J.! J ava.nese, Madj id uhows a ~triking insensitivity 
to the fears of these groups for the pol:ttica.lly .. orgrinized Moslems. Re 
apparently assur:neo that ethnic Juvaneno are really just aspiring Moslems 
vho eventually will oee 1 the light. Re almost certainly would be lumped 
with the "Islamic staters" by non•Monlcmu. Unfortun.qtely, he, has erected 
au~h an elaborate historical and political theory, and buttr~ssed it 
wt.th. so milch supporting "evide1\ce" fr.om Indonesian ~d Western sources, 
that ~he reaultitt.8 structure will. be .hard to shake. j 
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Madj id, Gc:nct'dl Chairman, HMI 
I I ' 

n.&.au&u•v "uin, Head of Fo~eign Rclat~ns :Bureau, HMI 

0 Edwin L. .Barber III, Second Secreta · 
, , I . 
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Plac• and Date: Mr. Barber•s house, A~~il 27. 1968 . 
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MadJid explained modarn Indonesian ht1:1tiory largely i~ terms of tht> Dutch 
effort to hold on to t1V'!ir colonial t'.!1'1~:tre, and of: the 1inger:f.ng effects 
this has had on poat .. indcpcndcncc polit'ks. AccordinB to his, reading. 
Dutch colonial policy during the t~¥anti,eth century was strongly influenced 
by the well•known Dutch scholar and student of Islam. Snouk llurgronje, 
'Who wa.e·atl advisor.to the Indies Gove~ment for m.a.ny years. 

. ' 

Hurgronje, said Madjid, beliewid thnt th~ key to per.petuating Dutch rule 
lay in subduing revolutionary Ialam. His idea was to draw a distinction 
between "political Islam" and "religious: Islam," an.d :to adopt a lenient 
policy toward the latter while suppreosing the former. To placate Moslem 
religious sensibilities, Madj id asserted , that the Dut,ch, at llurgronj e' a 
recolllQlendation, reotrictcd Christi4tl -prooelytizing in various parts of 
the •rchipelago •. On the political front~ however, t~ey attempted to 
deny Moslema any meaningful role and set .out to rule :through an "elite 
minority" composed Of prf..jaj_! (aristocratic) JaV"anese:• Christians, and 
certain·· ethnic mittoritiea such as Chine!'ie and Ambonese. 

llurg'tonj e f B thcoric6 t Madj id Continued, required that: this "elite 11 be 
made into a cultural halfway group between the Dutch at one extreme and 
the Santri Moslems at the other. The' 11elite11 therefore was favored 'With 
Dutch-sponsored education, travel to Holland, government jobs, and other 
advantages; incidentally,it 1• obvious that Madjid believes high-quality 
education to .have been the key advantnge enjoyed by the "elite" but 
denied to.Moal~ms. ' 

AfteT indcpondenco, Madjid stated, this Dutch .. tr.~ined', "elite" used its 
wealth, education and positiontto maintain its domination of Indonesian 
p9:1itics and government. The only exceptions to this

1
domination were 

provi~ed by those Maajumi politicians who, solely on the strength of 
their large masa following, were propelled into Cabinlj!t posi.tions~ As 
an example of this dominant "elite," Madjid cited Sukarno, the Dutch­
educ&tld eon· of a prtJaj i te.acher and a Balinese woman; he also noted 
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tion1 Madj:f.d 1f-2D-22-68-6iolleDia 1 a Santr.1· Moslems us a contnunity are seventy 
years behind in eoucacion, economic· status and socia1 development. 

~e result• according to this view, stiU is an undmhocratic concentra .. 
~on of powei.· and influence in the haads of the few at the expense of 
t1ut alleged 1190% Moslem majority~' of Indonesia. Madj id was quick to 
acknowledge the inaccurncy of the latter, figure since the flhl1pllf!n Java .. 
nesc '*10 are lumped into it arc la.:x: Moslcn•s at best. 1 He aloq, acknow­
ledged· that there ore basic differences between them: and the tsuntris 
ae a result of the historic enmity betwet'n the Mosle1n and Hindu•Jnvanese 
cQlriiirutiitiee on Java: in hia own case, he recalled' that Santris were 
decidctd:_t:y in the minority in his East J o.va home town ii that they and the 
nono.Santri groups automatically wound up: 011 opposing'! sides in ·school 
games. and that \>rawls often resulted. .! . ! 

' I ! 
B.• nevet:the1ess described non-Santri J .a.vanese as per~ons of 0 weak be .. 
lief" who are i.n search of stronger guiding .principles than they have 
had. Islam appears to him to be -the obvious answer for them. When 
asked about this, he quickly expresGt'ld the belief that ahangan "statis .. 
tt.ca1· Moalea" 'wlll eventually. "follow ue" into full :acceptance of Islam. 
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