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SUBJECT: 'l'h• BMI: Moslem Youth Vlewe the Modern World 

REF I 
fstJMMARY: Indonesia'• large~ student organization, the (Moslem) Indoneaian-1 
Aaeoclatioa of Students, or RMI, held tta national Working Conference March 
1-5 in Djakarta. The Conference produced a political etatement which warned 
of the threat posed to Indonesia by "international capitalist-liberal forces" 
seeking to dominate it politically. This statement is symptomatic of a 'llarked 
xenophobia and religious fanaticism on the part of younger Moalem activists 
which re1ulta from their 11olation and provincial educations, and from the 
barrages of anti-Westeru propaganda to which they were subjected in the Sukani 
era. Foreignera, and eapctcially Americana, dealing with Indonesia are likely 
to be encounterlag the effects of the Moslems • narrow backgrounds for a looa 
tlme to come. A li1t of the RMI'• leadership ill encioaed. :: 

* * * 
Durtn.l the week of March l•S, 1968, the Indonesian Association of Student• 
(Rimpunan Hahasiawa IDdoneaia, or HMI) held ite National Working Conference 
in Djakarta • thereby 111&rking, in its cuatoa.ary fashion, the halfway point 
between two of itl quadrennial National Congrenea. The Conference was in• 
tended to reasaea• the policy decisions taken at the laat National Congr••• 
in Solo in 1966, and to set the tOlle for the llMI'• activities for the next 
ttto years. · 
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The concluaiona reached at the Conference were embodied in a ''political state· 
ment" issued on March 8. It began with the ~remiee that Indonesia's current 
''political jlttera" are caused by two factor•: a) economic difficulties af• 
fecting the 'fpeople' 1 'lline basic comnoditiee".'; and b) the sachinationa of . ' 
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"There are planned, ayatematic effort• by internation.1 capitaliet­
llberal force1 to dotd.nat• the internal political situation based on 
their conception•, a• wa• previ~aly done by the international com­
ftlni•t movawa.t pr1,or to Geatqu_. : Politically~ the international 
cqitatiet-Uberal force• wnnt a :two·party system divided into a 
government party and an oppoaiticm party, like' the oyat~m of aovem­
Dmt followed by Weatendzed parlimnentary delDOcraclea,. Bconolli.cally, 
they want free-fight liberali8Sll (aic), wberein'pricea aTe completely 
determined in the ll&rket with the alogan. 'Leave it to'tnarket force•.' 
Culturally, they interpret modernization aa a proceaa of Weaterniza­
tion. Ideologically, they w1ah aecularia• to be practiced." (Tranel. 
from Antua, March 8, 1968.) . ; · 

Turntns to the ~!!Dtion of "1hat should be done, the ma caetigated the "inde­
.,.nd'1't group'' q&faich it 1n0ant aecularlat• in general, and the ex-PSI ele1t1ent1 
ln particular) for allowing itself to be dosdnated by euch "capitaliat-liberal 
forcu. 0 The etatement urged that an "ideological" (i.e.• religious) outlook 
l• no~ l'f'l'•concilable wlth prograin-oriented politic•, demanded limits to re­
llgloua pro1elytizlng among adherent• of recognized religions, and called for 
gO'\Jerninent controls on foreign aid to religious group1. Warni:ng again.et re• 
eura~nt PIO'. activity, the RMI urged tighter control• over the economic and 

'polltlcal actt.ona of Chine•• in order to coutrol it. Finally, the students 
:demanded replacement of 1ncoq>etent Minf.atera, especially the Minister of 
Financ.e,*wlth .,loyal, capable f.a.cllv.t.duale" who enjoy ma.ea political backing. 

'l'be .-cl-Chin••• and anti•Cbriatlan portion• of thi• statement are not particu­
larly aurprielag, given the Moeleru' hatred of the former and resentment of 
the latter. But the heritage of SUkarnoiet xenophobia found in the reference 
to "iatemational capitaliat .. liberal force•" waa disturbing even to tnany Indo­
n••iau i the influential columnist and former editor, Roaihan Anwar, ,mo baa 
eaintained cloae relations in recent months with mOderniet Moelem circles, 
1.-ented th• attitude• manifested by the HMI under it• •upposedly moderate 
lead•r•hip and deplored it• xenophobia •• 'bunting for shoats at high noon." 

Tl\e ft.rat reaaon for aucb ma fanatici1a 11 political'. Aa the EmbaHy already 
ft.a• reported, Modema senerally have found themselves on the defensive over 
the la1t few year• - first against their leftist and Sukarnoiat rival1, then 
against the milltary-Cbriatian-eeculariat coalitlou '1bich they have tmagl11ed 
wa• buttdlft8 up agaiu•t them in recent montha. Alao,, during the monthe of 
maneuvering before the PMt vaa born, some militant M4ajumi politician• like 
l,o.._._ Baraa fCNtMI clae IDU a UMlul channel tor their: poU.tica1 act:l.ttt••· 
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.re ready to No _ _ _ ~ • ; 
parties and f-20-22-66-Soriented policies are at least partly intended to aub­
vert lelamic pnnc1p1es. AccoTding to Winamo Zain. head of the RMI Foreign 
Relation• Bureau and a former American Field Service atudeut, there le eome 
credence given in hi• organization to the notion that the "independent group" 
f.1 pertly foreign-supported and ie aimed at restricting Moel.em influence. When 
queutloned about the propoaal for a *'two.party system" being advocated in Weat 
Java, he aclcn~ledgecl that HMI members ira that province are/t>•rticularly agitated 
by thl1 idea and .are cOQ.vinced that it 1• deelgned to relept• Moalem• to a 

.. p'nsanent etate of oppoaitioa, cut off from government power. 

In the HMI Working Conference, according to llinarno, West Java delegates under 
~heir extremist 81.'ld politically opportuniatic Branch Chairman, Ekki Sjachruddla, 
were tUtpecially atrong in support of the lllilitant statement ~ich finally was 
adop_J:.ed. Wlurno allo agreed when the writer aeked whetheJ: such militant 1tH1 
leader,,e a• NurchoUah Madjid, the General Chainnan, and Mar'iie Muh~, the 
'!hird·Vice Chairman, maintain close contacts with the Muhammadljah and PMI 
l~a<l•T, Lukman Harun. (It wl.11 be recalled that 'Raruu WAI the apontor of a e 
parliamentary lnterpellation laet year on the queati01Sof atriatian proaely• ~ 
ti:dq and of foreign aid to reU.giou• groupe.) .. -~~.,;. . 

j·Botb Madjid and Ma'l''i• lilhamnad hav-e been conspicuously udlitant at. different~ . 
,timeo in the paat year; Mar'le wa• the principal Moslem apokeeman in the re-
l,ig$.ou• feuding which hae aplit the Student Action Coma.nd, KAMI, in the put 
few 8'01ltha, and he developed a personal vendetta with the C.stholic leader, 
Co~• Batubara. He aeemed to mallow at tho end of the year after a trip to 

·aenany, Winarao ••Y•• ·le•• and 'l'Clllaill8 the dominant personality itt the HHI 
•• a reault of hie politic•l ehrewdnesa, hard work, aingle-minded dedication 
to the org41\iaation, and forceful personality. tn addition to hi• connection 
wlth Lukman, Mar'ie baa been Dlch lnfiueuced by NU First Chairman Subchan in 
r.ecerp.t montha, and NCI• a political trip to Makaeaar with Subchan in January. 

Ma~jid, on the other hand• ie a scholar rather than an organi~ation ms.n. He 
1• about the acne •8• a• Mar'te, app~ox1mately 29, and wa• born in the vicinity 
of Surabaya,. &• wa• Mar'i•. ?Unlike Har'ie, however, hie entire education has 
been ln Moslem religloua echoola. He attended the eame prestigioua Eaat Java 
telamic high echool a• did Idham Chalid, and nov is an advanced student at 
the, State Institute for Ialad.c Studies (IAIN) ,,iu Dj nkarta. In spite of his 
youth he alr9ady ia gaining a reputation aa an Islamic scholar and a polished 
speaker. He. too, baa &b•oned aoma of hie political idoaa from Lukman Rarun, 
•o far- aa can be judged, and in additiOD hae been. influenced by the head Imam 
of the Great Mo1ctue (were MadJid lives) in the Djak&rta auburb of Kebajoran. 
!he X.. writ•• __,.,." col-. uuder the pen ume .. •'Dr. BM1ka, .. llbicb le aa 
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. lf1ov 4 preOCCU'-20-22-66-8 8ome Of the 8astle theMe aanlfeated ln the -Jna ''poll• 
tiqal atatemen~-- • BUB'pLcion of ·pernicioua foreign influence& in Indonc•lan 
politics, a belief that Chriatlan aggTeaaivene•• in proaelyti•lna unnece••arily 
off~da Modem aenaitlvitles. and a conviction that Islamic r'Usioua teachiqa 
an4 daily po11tic1 an inextricably intertwined. 1 ·, 

Thi•. baekground on the two moat important ma leadera highlight• another pheno­
'llH!!loft of their exp•rlenc•, which helps further to explain the attitude• ebovn 
ta, t;h• RMI'• political statement. Thi• ie the much more parochial nature of 
theli education•, compared to their father•. 'rllerea• the former Masjumi leader• 
such I• Roem aad Matair had an intexuational education and knew their Dutch 
opponents wall, the current gneration of Moslem etudents ha• been cut off 
trod\ tlW!Y foreign eoatacta du.ring eoiie of their formative years. Over the 
.... period they bavt been subjected to • atroam of Sukarnoi•t propaganda again•t 
the West which they have been unprepared to rebut or even to place in perirpec• 
ttvl. Thia deficiency i• charactorlettc not just of the ma, but of other Moat 
y~th aa wll • and ladeed of many older Indone1lane who did not have personal ~'fl.l" ~ 
contact• to keep them· s.a touch vltb otb•r point• of view. ,~\ ~ ... ..,~. " . 
A striking exmnple of dt•torted views of. th• Weat and of Weetem ideas was pro ~\ 
\tided by the qua•i·RMI newspaper A!_~katan Baru on March 25, in an article en• 
titled, "Decadence and Mode-rn Philosophy." lt was written by Ali Alaydrue, 
a fortDer General Chairman of the PII (former Ha.ajumi high-acbool atudeftts' af· 
filiate), who had iurpreesed the writer in aeveral personal meetings aa a thought• 
ful, fairly balanced young 1IAft (he ia 30) W.o would not tend to jump to 111· 
founded conctuaiona. Bia coluna oa 'ti>ecadnce", however, began with the aaeer ... 
tlon that '\nodemtn" goee under a variety of nomea: posit:l.vim, praswati1111, 
socialin, conmntea, nationali••• chauvinism, Nuiem, faecism and Zionism. 
Th• •••nee of modernlem, which ho called a Western export to: underdeveloped 
countries, was defined .. a revolt against rel:l.gloua and spiritual norma, aimed 
~ly at satisfying uteri.al desire•~ and having a.a its "principal dopa" a 
«(cmi'1 of the existence of a "life berea~ter." Be blat9ed modernism' a influence 
'"'' a wide range of evila, inc;luding the :destruction ~f traditional Asian cul• 
ture• •. • the apread of chauviniam and intoterance 1 the ~reakdown. of fllllily ti••, 
aud a' tooaenins ot aHUat 110rat1. - • I .· 1 · ..• 
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tJafortuutely, Moel• youth llke Alaydru~, Mar'le and
1 

Madjid can find support 
·tor tucb dietorted views of the Weot in infiuential circle• elsewet'e in their 
~ aoelety. The example of tukmaa Baru~ already ha•1been sientioned. ~..S.k!'t~ 
lm. pl'O'f'ld .. another OD March 25 when ~;i revealed thrt 1 la reaponae to, public,-
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to obtain an ____ -·- _ --~ --· ____ ---- --·-
1atr, on the lli-2D-22-66-8r1oua foreign threat• to Indonesia. One of these 
tbrt.ata vae conuuin, and another waa described ae '~luternational capitali1t­
ll'b9'ral fore••" which &Mk to maintain 'the "lifeline 'of imperiaUn" by pro­
•tlq inve•t-t la ladoneaia ao.that _they can contf.mie to extract ita na-
t•al· walth. : · r 
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Mo•lema auch ae Kadjid, woae education baa been entirely in 1provincial Moslem 
achQOla, are peculartly ill-equipped to evaluate euch notion, a• thia, given 
the l•olatlon la ,.llch they have lived. in the wafting year• -~ the Sukamo era. 
'l'b• tffect• of. their proviaciali• are likely to be felt in·-..., dealin.g111 by 
.,Ni.pna wltb lnrloaeaf.a, aad eapecially thoH of th_e United State•, for aome -
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(K.l.s ~la l:lat already has been carded 41;\d forwarded to the 
Departmetit, but i• lacluded here for eoavealent reference.) 
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