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munlet Jorty, supported by elemonts of the Amyy and Alr Force,

Killled six of Indonesials top gonorals and atiewpted to take

under Ceneral Suharto and crusicd the coup attempﬁ in 45 hours.
In the 18 months followlng this wabershed event, sthoe Indoncaian
Communist Party was destroyed, Sulamie uwas removed {rom power,
and Indonesia’s forelign and domestlic policles were reversoed
to produce one of the most dramaiic changes for the better in
recent Agian history.

The United States made no dirget contribution to this
chain of events, and current Indonesian leadershlp resents
any suggestlon that they should share thc credit for what
took placc. It can be argucd, howcver, that the United
States' stand in Viet-Nam and British support of.Malaysia

created a sltuatlon wilch led the Communist Party to fecl

it had to risk a coup,ﬁand alzo rolnforced the determinatiocn
of Indonesiats new leaders to brosk Indenesia's cloze ties
wlth Communlst China, reastore good rola ations with the West,

and repudiate Sulrarmno's leadership.
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