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TSEGRET and PERSONAL April 25, 1953,

Dear Foster:

I would like to refer to your perscnal telegram No. 2479
of April 21 and tell you how much I appreciate the epportunity
temporarily to work with General (lark on the Xorean armistice

" negotiations, '

© This 1s the fourth armistice negotiation with which I have
been associsted -- French North Africa, Italy, and Germany, The
character of this one is very different from the others, There
we were negotiating from the floor of military victory; in the
case of French North Africa it was a cease fire under very special
ciroumstances. In the present instance we are based on a military -
stalemate resulting from a desire to limit our comitment, Katue

rally that has its disadvantages,

For your personal information, the reason I am willing te
" do my best to support the present effort to obtain a cease fire in
- Korea is because I am convinced that continuation of the battle
with its cost in human lives and its expanse to our nationsl sub
stance under the present policy of limited commitment is futile,
Were we detarmined on military victory, I would want nothing to de
with an armistice now. In the absence of such a determination, we
should close out this operation, I firmly believe,

In the Yight of what I have learned during the few days I
have been on this assignment, I am also convinced we can obtain a -
cease fire, I am assuming ve really want it, If that is our desire,
we must have same flexibility of approach on the prisocner of war
{ssue, I sesem to dotect a certain rigidity in some features of the
JCS inatructions which rather obscures the principal objective of
obtaining a cease firs. Ko doubt thers are sound reasons for it.
I am very grateful for the support the Department has given thus far,

The Honorable
John Foster Dulles,
Secretary of State,

Washington, D. C,
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There is just one other point I would wish to mention -
that is, an idea that we should relax the United Nations military
effort on account of the negotiations, I hope you favar firam
presecution of the battle during this pericd, X feel that is
very important and a negotiating advantage. If the Commmists
really wvant an srmistice for reasons best known to themselves, ;
aggressive military sction now will not dbs provocative., Relaxa- N
tion at this stage could easily harden the Comrde stand, If they {
don't want an armistice, there obviously should not bte relaxation '
of UN military effort, - .

I hope we may achieve the result you want and with wvarn !
regards, believe me o

Yours sincerely,

Hobert Murphy
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