
' 1, 

I ) 

COifPH>BlA'IAI· American F.mbasay, 
Tokyo, Japan. 

April .30, 1952. 

[DOS REVIEWED 18-Mar-2013: DECLASSIFIED FOR RELEASE IN FULL) 

Dear Lukes 

Right before departure tor Tokyo I paid a oourteay 
call on General MacA.rthtn' in New York. He talked at con­
siderable length and I enclose a copy of a memorandum of 
connrsation which I made af'ternrds • The Secretary- might 
w:i.ah to glance at it. 

I had an axcellent trip over and arrived in the nick 
ot time to make the deadline established, namely, arrival 
in Tokyo April 28. I arrived at five minutes before 
m1dnightl 

... 
W1 th war

1 
regards, believe me 

Yours ever, 

Enolosure1 

Memorandum. of ' e' ' --

Oonvera&tion, 

Mr. In.cius,,e1 •• 
.Asai ~ to the Secretary of State, 

Dept.rtment of State, 
Wuhington, D. c. 

psD REVIEWED 21 FEB 2013 NO OBJECTION TO DECLASSIFICATION) 

Robert Murphy 
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:MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

April 30, 1952 

PARTICIPANTS: General Douglas MacArthur 

A."llbassador Robert D. Murphy 

General MacArthur after cordial but brief amenities opened the 
conversation with references to his long association with affairs in 
the Pacific area; the importance which he attached to the Far East; 
admonishment:. to avoid the error of regarding Asiatic mentality in 
the same category with the European; emphasis on the differences of 
mentality and temperament between the Japanese and the Germans. It 
was evident that the General was concerned over my undoubted ignor­
ance of the Far East although he asked no questions to verify whether 
I possessed any knowledge of the subject. 

He then launched into a lengthy expose of his view of errors of 
American policy which 11had lost most of the Asiatic mainland to the 
United States" saying that the unfortunate results of this lack of 
wisdom would be visited on our children and our childre~hildren. 
Through the long years he had preached the gospel of the importance 
of the Far East to the United States but the seed had fallen on the 
stony soil of the Pentagon where the clique headed by General 
Marshall and men like the present Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff - blind to anything but the small portion of the globe comprising 
western and central Europe because that is the extent of their acquaint­
ance with the outside world - invariably had turned a deaf ear to his 
pleading. General MacArthur saig he was always considered an outsider 
by this faction who had monopolized the power and who bore the onus of 
the misfortunes which had occurred. 

He had been dismissed by the President ignominiously and to this 
day he had never been told why. He had never disobeyed orders. 

His troubles stemmed from the Pentagon and he had never experienced 
difficulties with the State Department. Of course no Secretary of State 
had ever visited Japan or shown interest in the importance of that area. 
He had never even seen Dean Acheson. Ambassador Jessup had spent six 
days with General MacArthur in Japan and he believed profitably, but 
generally speaking MacArthur had been neglected by the Department. 

He referred to .Ambassador Sebald saying that the latter in essence 
is a naval officer, qualified in the Japanese language, who was useful 
to SCAP in carrying out the details of policies laid dO'Wll by MacArthur. 
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In this Sebald 1s experience as a lawyer in Japan was of utility but 
he, MacArthur, he said, actually was the Ambassador (sic) during that 
period. 

The British were largely instrumental, he suggested, in his 
elimination. Mr. Acheson he thought is subject to Britim influence. 
The British have been guilty of heavy handedness in the Far East and 
that still marlced their attitude in Japan. Yoshida is inclined to 
follO\lf the British lead because of his associations in London where 
the British had given Yoshida the full ceremonial treatment, receiving 
him in that seductive way which is so characteristic of the British 
when they wish to charm. Sir Esler Dening is not as bright as Gascoigne 
but we should have no illusions; Dening will be pitching for the British 
Empire all the time and will sabotage u.s. policy whenever he believes 
it to British advantage, which will probably be often. 

Again reverting to General Marshall he described Marshall's 
earlier service in China as Lt. Colonel with the 15th Regiment (?) , 
emphasizing Marshall's 11ignorance 11 of China and the Chinese ("Mar.shall 
is a Virginia gentleman and would abhor the practical features of 
Chinese life and would be unable to understand Chiang"); Marshall's 
later mission to China was a colossal rrd.stake for which the U.S. would 
pay for generations to come. If tackled in time the Chinese communist 
movement could have been nipped in the bud at insignificant cost but 
due to the mistakes of judgment of men like General Marshall the U.S. 
had lost the golden opportunity and would pay enormous penalties for 
its failure to understand the situation and to a0t in time. Pushed 
out of the Asiatic mainland, the defense of the rim becomes impossible 
and the whole strategic concept of advancing our defensive frontier 
into Asia crumbles. We will soon find that the implacable growth of 
Soviet and Chinese power has pushed back our frontier to the Pacific 
coast of the United States with all the risks and dangers to our people 
inherent in such a disastrous situation. 

The occupation of Japan under his direction had successfully 
oriented the Japanese people in favor of the United States. Ridgway is 
an officer whom he respects but of course he is a man selected by the 
Ifarshall clique. There has been a deterioration of occupation condi­
tions lately. 

Our aim should be the creation of ten Japanese divisions which 
the United States should equip. Article Nine of the Japanese Constitu­
tion is not a barrier. He did not influence the Japanese to include 
the text of Article Nine in the Constitution but this was strictly the 
inspiration of Nishimura. After the establishment of the Japanese 
forces we could reduce our troop basis in Japan. 

If 
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If he had rern.ained in Japan, the General said, the Soviet 
Mission would no longer be in Tokyo as he would have taken measures 
to cause its departure. The Russians had refused to accredit the 
Mission to SCAP and it was accredited to the Allied Council which goes 
out of existence on April 28. He doubted that the Japanese Government 
would have the courage to expel the Soviet Mission. 

The Korean situation he considers as fairly hopeless. Here again 
he had been defeated by the Pentagon and the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff who understood nothing of the Far East. Our failure 
in Korea no doubt is a prelude to the loss of all the Asiatic mainland 
to Communism. If we had acted in time s.s he had recommended, all of 
this could have easily been avoided. 

Apa.rt from admitting occasional questions by me, General MacArthur 
spent the seventy five minutes of our interview in releasing a steady 
and powerful stream of apparently well-rehearsed comments with over­
tones of bitterness and resentment. In: parting he made the "generous" 
and courteous concession of referring to his and my Milwaukee origin. 

Robert Murphy 

RMurphy:.mps 
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSJ.TION 

April JO, 1952 

PAR'l'ICIPANTS1 General Douglaa MacArthur 

Ambassador Robert D· Mur}ily ' 

Gener.al Mao.Arthur after cordial but brief amenities opened the 
conversation w1 th re!erenctW to his long association w-1 th affairs 1n 
the Pacific ar"ell.J the imrx>rtar1oe which he attached to the Jl'ar EastJ 
admonishments to avoid the error of rsgarding Asiatic nientality in 
the su1e category with the European.J emphasis on the differences of 
mentality and temperament between the Japanese and the Germana. It 
was evident that the Oeneral wu concerned aver rq undoubted ignor­
ance of the Far ~i,aat al though he asked no questions to verify whether 
I posaesaed any knowledge of the subject. 

He then 1aunched into a lengthy expose or his view of err0l"8 ot 
American poliqwhich '*had laat most or the Asiatic mainland to the 
Unit.eel .:;,;;tateatt saying that the unfortunate reeu,l.ts of thia lack ot 
wisdom would be visited on our children and our·ohildren'a children. 
Through the long years he had preached the gospel of the importance 
of the Far £ut to the United States but the aeed bad fal.l.&n on the 
stony soil o.r the .Pontagon where the clique headod by General 
uarahall and men like the proeent Chairman ot the Joint Chief• ot 
s tarf ... blind to aeything but ;t.he small portion of th!) globe comprising 
western and central Ii.'urope because that i• the extent of their a~ 
ance with the outside world - invariably had turned a deaf ear to his 
pleading. General MacA:rtirur Baig he lJU alwap considered .xi ·outttider 
by this faction who had monopolised the power and who bore the onus o.f 
the mief ortUnel which had occurred. 

He had been disnissed by the President ignomi.nioualy and to this 
da7 he had never been told wh:r• He had never dieobeyed ordel"S. 

His troubles stelllll6d from the fentaton and.he had never experienced 
d.iffioultien 'With the State Department. Of couree no Secretary of State 
had ever visited Japan or .shown inl:.orest in the iwportanoe ot that area. 
He had never even aeen Dean Acheson. Amba~sador Jesaup had apent six 
days with General MacArthur in Japan e.nd he believed profitabl.T, but 
generalJ.¥ apeaking !JaoArthur had been neglocted by the Department. 

He referred to Ambaseadcr Sebald saying that the latter in eseence 
is a. naval offioer, qualified iD the Jape.nose language, who was uaetul 
to SCAP in carrying out the details of policies laid down by MacArthur. 

In 
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In this s~•a 8.1Cl"Q'ienoe as a laW'Jlll' in Jal*l was of utility' but 
he, MaaA:t1:tmr, he said, aot~ was the Ambtusaador (aio) dur.tng that 
po?".1*1. 

Tho untiab. were largely~. be a~tocl,. ill his 
elimination. ~. Aabaaon he ~ is oubjoct to Brit1d1 inf'luanoa. 
The Rrit.i.ti ban been ()lilty or h•'f7 har.d8dnees in the FR !Ut. and 
that. nill ::iarked their atu tude in JaIX&n- Yoshida iB :1i1Cl1nod. to 
follort tbO nt1:t4ah lead because or bis aesocl.o.ttona 1n LoDdoa ~ 
the Mtirlb bad·· aiven Yoabida the full oenmioul.$1. ~, reooiving 
him in tba\ aecluotivo -.y w..iich 18 so cha1"actot'1st:Lc or the Rr-1 ti.eh 
when they w1Dh to cbarm.. Sir Lslor Doning is not u br:Lgb\ 118 0Uoo.4;ne 
but we should bave no ill'U&ionaJ Uening will bo pitohi1:tt; tar the Britieh 
:~;.piro all the time and will saQotago u.:s. policy whencvor he beliovta 
it to ;Jritish aclvantage, which will probably be o:rten. 

A~in revert.iug to Oenerel uarahall hu deeorlbed l.larsball•o 
ear lier OGl"ri04t ill Cld.na aa Lt. Colonel with the 15th .Regiment ( :1

) , 

em~izi.og MaNhall • s 111snorancen or \ld.na and the Chinese .· ( "!~ahall 
iu a Virgiaia gantlem&n and would abhor the praotioal fe&tUl"ell or 
Chinese lite aJX1 would be unable to underatand Ohiang") J :~• e 
later atsei<m to Cbina wu a oolocsl8l mistake for wbi.Ch the u.5. WOQ.ld 
i-».iy tor ~~on&i to cca. If t&ckled in tit1ie the Chine• c<>lll:llUnist 
movement ·could have 009ll nippod in the bud o.t inaignj..f icant oost but 
due to tbe mist.ake& or .Ji.l.d&ment ot r.:ien like General Yarshall the t: .s. 
bad lout tho golden opport\1111. ty and would pay enormous pGl'.llltios tor 
i tB failure to Wldenstand the oi tuat1on al'.¥'l to aut 1n ti••·· Puahe4 
out ot the Asi.atct.c wairll.a'd, the da.tene,e or the rim bocanoa impoasiblct 
arxi the wbola att-atee:tc oonoept of_ advancing our dofenalve frontier 
.into Aa1a Cl'"UIJblaa. ':le will sogn .tirxl that the 1.':fPlaeable ~ ot 
Soviet and CllinMB vcrmu' baa puobed baek OUl" trontiar' to the Pac1fic 
coast at the United ~.>tatea 1ri th all the riaka ml(} danL'Orll to .. our i:oopla 
imerent in euah a ~ situation. 

".'he occupltion ot' Ja.tan wider his d.1.rection i!Qd suocoutsi\ill¥' 
oriontod the· Jat*Jeua people in fav<:r of the United Stat.ea. r:idgway a 
an oi"ficc- '\lbal. he reepocta 'but or oourse he :tea man selected by the 
:far"1atl cliQUI)• 'l'here baa boon a detei1.ora.tion o.r oooupat.:ton condi­
tl.ons ~. 

OUr aim lbould !Jo t.he creation at ttn ,;a.paneue dividous which 
the Ur.rlted Silatea should equip. Article llina of the JapQneM C'«lSti'.;.u­
tlon is not a barrier. He did rm int"luonce the Jo.paneee to include 
the text or ArtJ.ole Nine in tho Conatitution but thio wa:,; etd.ctly tb9 
inspiration at N:l.mim\lrs.. 1 • .rter the ••tablishment or tbe Jap.u:ase 
fOl"'CM\'18 we cou.ld reduce our troop bu18 tn Japan. 

It 
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It he had rama1ned l.n Ja:r:en1 t.ho Geaerel ea141 tho &wiot 
mast on would no lonr,or be in Tok;yv as ho would have taken :maaaures 
to oauae. its departure. '!be nusaianu had ratuaed to acored1t the 
UiHton "to .Sall> and it -.c accredited to the ,\llied Council Wh1cb goea 
out of ad.stMIOe on . .April 28. no doubted that the Japanese Oaverrnont 
wO\tld have tb8 aourar;:o "to ex.rel the Smet w.aaton. 

'f''he Kareen aitrot;.tian bo considers u i'airly hopelau. Here again 
he had 'been .~oated bl' the l'cntagcn and. the l.l11lirman of the Joint 
c::·iie!'a of Staff who unecrutood nothinc ot the Far :)Jat. C>ur failure 
in tarot. no dOub\ 1s a }lNl.ude to tho ltwll or all t.he .AJd.&Uo •iri'mi 
to CCMmm:Lsa. It WO had acted in tirae a,e. he had NOODllO!ldid1 all of' 
t:1is could havo tll&Mily t:>een avoided. · 

Alllrt tram .ach.1tting ocouional quoetJ.ona bJ ma1 General lV.acArtbur 
spent the aeveslt;r five minutes of our interview 1n roleas:tna a·~ 
and pa~tl st:r&ali1 or a;.~y wel~eed. 001W1ent.s with over­
tones at bitternus and reDenttilrmt. In parting he made the "genoroua" 
and courteou:; cOl'lCosslon of refcrr-~ to hia and my :~al•ukee origin. 
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Dear Luke: 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 
Brussels, Belgiwa 

December 29, 1950 

The Secretary might be interested to know that 
Senator Green of Rhode Island and Senator Fergueon of 
Michigan spent a couple of days here this week and 
should return to Washington today. They went to Can­
berra to the Parliamentary Union and returned to the 
United States via Europe. 

Senator Green talked at great length regarding the 
failure of United States policy in the Far East. He 
seems to feel that through our fault we have alienated 
the good will not only of the Chinese people but almost 
everybody else in Asia. He is positive in his affirma­
tion that support of the French in Indo-China is a 
dangerous error. He asserts that any support of Chiang 
Kai•shek is folly and that our action in controlling the 
waters around Formosa has been wrong, but in replying to 
my question whether he would now withdraw the fleet, he 
hastened to say that was a tactical consideration at the 
moment which he could not answer. 

Senator Green also said that while he constantly 
through the years supported the Administration in voting 
credits for foreign aid, he would no longer do so. He 
feels that the money has. been squandered haphasard.ly and 
that it has not been used in obtaining adequate return 
for the United States. He re.els that responsibility lies 
with the Executive Branch on this score because in fram­
ing legislation such as the Economic Recovery Act of 1948 
it was almost impossible to include in the i:ext the 
specific conditions under which foreign aid should be ex­
pended. He was extremely critical of the "do gooders" in 
the ECA Administration who seem to feel that their mission 
is to give out funds for purposes which may be laudable 
per se from the local point o! view in a foreign country 
but which is not related to the American taxpayer. The 

Lucius Battle, Esq., 
Office of the Secretary of State, 

Departllent of State, 
Washington, D. c. 
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operation, he thinks, is conducted in such a way that 
the United States gets little or no credit or practical 
benefit, 

Senator Green was also aggressively critical of 
the conduct of the Department's and ECA's information 
services. It is his observation that most of the 
personnel engaged in this work have little or no con­
ception of what they should do, whereas from what he 
had seen in India and other places, the Soviet Union 
is doing an excellent job in presenting its side of 
the case. Our people, he says, feel that they must 
present not only the bright side of the United States 
picture but the seamy side as well, which he thinks is 
equivalent to a lawyer stating his client's case to a 
jury and feeling the necessity of emphasizing the weak 
points of the case as well as the strong ones. He finds 
this is particularly true with films which are dis­
tributed by uur Infornation Serv.ice as well as printed 
matter and radio broadcasts. We arranged here for 
several briefing sessions withJ I believe~ some favorable 
effect on the Senator's thinking regarding our Informa­
tion Service work. The Senator agreed that the Soviet 
state monopoly film production is more easily adapted 
to a straight-line propaganda effort than the American 
film industry and our federal government Information 
Service is not free to undertake competition with com­
mercial agencies, whereas this consideration is not 
applicable to the Soviet Union. 

Senator Ferguson's attitude on these subjects was 
much more reserved than Senator Green's, but I gathered 
as a Republican he was quite willing to have Senator 
Green indulge in this criticism. I don't know what im­
portance the Secretary might attach to Senator Green's 
attitude, but I thought he should know the vigor with 
which he attacks the Administration's Far Eastern pol.icy 
and his statement that he will no longer vote in favor 
of foreign aid as he has done in the past. 

Yours sincerely, 

RM:td 
Robert Murphy 
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