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Berlin, Jsuvery 5, 1948

Dear dack:

General Clay is taking renswed interest in the question
of direct reporting by Department of State officials in :
mmmw He took eameption to a telegren
mwmmmnwm (372, Decamber 2i) whish

was repssted herw umummmmmmmumm
mmu:m

you know, Gererel Clay hss newor taken kindly to
mmwmmwmummmmm
m,mmwmmzmmmtm. He
sald in th&cmmctmnmthhtdmwﬂmhw
point of view which 1s that as the two Departumeris of the
Goveroawat are directly comerned with German affairs and
as the Department of State has direct responsidility for
foreign affairs geoarally and for Gernan affairs as an
susential elament thereof, the solmtion of the difficulty
lies in the clamest kind of cooperation betsvea the two
Departmsnts. Both are responsible sgencles and reither is
entitiad 1o a sonopoly. I pointed out that as far as Stete
Departanmat, participation is fovolved we bad been suceessful,
1 thought, in giving to Kilitary Governxent valuable support
and cooperation. Iummmmditmm,u&mml
Clay suggests, that we are here operating as "political
commissnre.” Our British, French and Sovist collsagues all
report direetly to their respective foredign offices and the

American State

The Hosorable
Jobn D,

Kuropean
Mamm of nma,.
Washingtom, D, C.
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Awerdcan State Department representatives should aot be

put in an inferior positien, Furthsrmore, in respect of
reporting by Consulates as an uxampls, the British and
Prench consular officers in our zone all report on matters
coming within their cognizance to their Goveroments and I
doubted that the Department would be inclined to agree that
Amwrican consular officers should not have the right to
report directly to the Department., Gensral Clay feels that
their reporting on metters concerning the occupation and
Military Governmant, particularly, should be limited to re-
porting to the US Politlcal Advissr at Berlin. He proposes
to raiss thie question directly with the dar Department and
I am therefore bringing it to your attention., You may wish
to give the question a little study as it might come up gne
way or another,

As I have told you, General Clay has never been happy in
his own mind about our separate channel of communisation as
he fesls that this is an ensrcachment on his autherity as
Military Goverrey. He belisves that the latter should not be
placed in the positien of having another agensy of our Govern-
ment report on his sotivities., He sald that if a givilian
High Commissionsy were appointed he is convineed that the
latter wuld mot tolerate that position and suggested that at
the time whan we had a High Commimsioner in the Philippines
the State Departweni, representative did not report direetly.
I told him that X thought he was misinformed regarding the
latter point. As 1 remeaber, our officer did report
to the Department of State from Manila. I also pointed out
that in places like Japan and Korea the State Department msintained
& separate chamnwl of commnisation, I emphasiszsd also Lhat what
was important to me was that thexe be a spirit of cooperstion
between the two Departaents bearing responsibility for Germam
affairs and that 1 doubted that the State Department would be
in a position to rencunce its sepurste channel in an ayee as

Smportant. as Gormany. ,
A1l the beet to you.

Tours ever,
Robert Murphy

/i '
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