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Paris, 26 February, 1949 
90KP'il3EH'f!.'::L 

Dear Bob: 

! admit I.,was a Httle spoke this 

morning by yourapparent feeling that I have taken a posHioll here 

opposed to your views on the mntter of the co::wunique e.bout western 

boundary changes. I think perhaps there is & misunderst".Ulding. I " ~/. 
I, i, ") 

.s,o~n.plet.elz. agree with the views you expressed in your·; 197 or Feb. 19 

and your 286 of Feb. 23 concerning the politic:otl unde~;i.r·ubility of 

having the tfnitc<d States join in iseuing a collJ[!'.J_unio.u.e or indeed being 

turther involved in this questio11 in any way. Nevertheless, I do not 

see how I could have acted otht;}r than :.C have, in the light ot the 

De~rtment 's clear instructions to me (Deptel 2or.,~;~l~"f7) to press 

for the i&suance of' a corm:nu..'lique in the immediate future - that is to 

say, immediately on the conclusion of' our present meeting. The Depart-

I 
ments position regarding our part1o11}9tion wa_s confimed by its telegram 

535 of Feb. 21, and of course I did not e~en know you had reopened the 

q_uestion by your persom:•l telegram tc· the Secretary until the day after 

agreement was reached hore on the principle of an early communique. 

(Agreement was reached in the afternoon. 'Jf the 23d, and your cacle 

clid not re8ch me until that evening;) 

My instructions being what they are~ I f'el'.fr I had no 

,'..i;nbassador P..ober+, I:iurphy, 



excuse for not presenting at the first meeting the arguments for 

un early communique, arguments which the British advanced with 

equal force and which the others accepted next day. As you doubtless 

know, Gen. Robertson told the press over a week ago that a communique 

is under preparation and will be -published soon. The press both in and 

out of Germany continues its alarmist speculations. All these factors 

seem to me to sharply curtail the period within which further delay 

can be justified. I have felt therefore that an early communique 

would be wisest and the Department's mind has seemed made up that we 

~ participate in its issuance. There is the further consideration 

that it would seem unwise to wait another four to six weeks and have 

a public announcelp.ent on this subject more or less coincide with news 

of the Occupation Statute and final decisions at Bonn. 

The foregoing may help to clarify for you what I have 

done here. I do not believe in what I am doing but I must follow 

instructions. I would withdraw from these meetings with the greatest 

celerity and relief should the Secretary react favorably to your 

telegrrun. 

With best reeards, 1 am 

1'.iost sincerely, 



·-~ __.-c---:-•• --- .. ------N-o-O~jection 
r-- D-58-22-272-3 

Berlla, )larch 3, 1949. 

Dur PeJT7: 

I have Jut. reoeive4 yoar aoatidential let,t.er ot 
hbnary 26. Please do not.. feel tor a mcaent tb&t I 
do not appnoiate hll1 JOUr poait1on ill Pari•. 1 ban 
Q0t - all beJ.ie'ffd that JOU baYe t&kM & poeitioll 
oppo-4 to ST viaW8. Thia onl.7 point I made to JOU on 
the t.alepl:lon9 1• tba\ I 41.d not ma.clentud 70ur go1Dg 
along with the lriUala oa the 1-ediat.e ieeuanee of the 
oa 91que. Apart fl"Oll t.W I anderet.and the aitut.ioa 
entirely an.4 bope JOU 41-18• Ire your mind arq 1dM 
\bat you. and I are in cli...,..__t. 'that 1• detsnlt.el," 
not the ..... 

I have alao taken pb.1loaopb1G&ll7 the eontenta ot 
the Depa:rtaent '• 238, repeat.ad to Paria ae 640. Loo1dDg 
b&tk on the matt.er, I a. pereonall.7 not wit.bout a 
d.egee or reapcm.11bll1t1 tor havia.g tailed earlier in the 
dq to agitate thia question. I admit that it 1e late 
ill tbe day to adopt a firmer line although I a oorw1Doed 
that we oould, wit.bout daMging the poaition, aTOid 
participation 1n the i••uanoe ot the ooaauoiqu9. ao ..... ' 
the Department'• decieion on that point now eeema to 
be f1nal. 

I do not en'17 you ;yoUF job 1n Faria and you haft iq 
tull a,apatb;y and eu.pport. 

Perry Laukhutf 1 Eaqu1re, 
C/o American lllbae17, 

Parie, France. 

Yours ever, 


