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The tindings or opinion surveys end lettere from, ~1stencer4! 
4emonatrate the h1ghly ta_vorabl.e r-eaponse to the radio ·prograine 
ot a considerable portion ot_th., pub11c. The daily press gave 
limited favorable attention to the broadoeste; but Otl the Wl\0:\8 
was less friendly, newepapers which h~ve often been critical · 
of the Department taking this occasion for adverse comment. · 

A total ot sb.o.ut .seven or eight million ad,ults, or nearl)' 
10 percent of the population over twenty-one yes.rs of age, 
heard one or more of the radio broadcasts. according to 
estimates based upon a eur~ey of a national cross~seetion and 
conducted by the Oft:Lce of Public Opinion Research of Princeton 
University. The _Hooper rating of 4.5 on the program ot' January 8 
indicates that over 4,000,000 persons listened to this opening 
program broadcast over a network of 120 stations, acoord:1ng to 

-Mr. Sterling Fisher of the National Broadcasting Company. The 
audience declined somew~at (to 3.5) for the next two programs, 
according to the only other Hooper ratings thus tar available 
(Mar •. 14). Princeton survey_ :figures 1nd1oate that a much 
larger proporti-on of college-educet.ed. people heard the program 
than of grade-school people; but the actual number of listeners 
without college education was naturally far greater. 

Suoh_t1gures are regarded by·rad1o specia11sts as un­
usuelly high for a non-entertainment program -- especially a 
new one. Following presentation of the fir.st three programs., 
Mr. Fisher -.reported that "NBC regarded thls series &$ the most 
succeseit'ul short sustaining ser1es t;t:iat they had ever put on". 

· Persona interviewed in tlle course ot 'the Princeton survey. 
who had hear4 or read about the broadcasts. ga.ve the following 
responses conoerning the program: 

36.% ea.id that they were ·more favorably nispoaed 
toward the State Department than before the 
broadcasts 

7% said that they were less favorably disµoeed 

32% .s_aid that the program did not chenge their 
impression of' the Department 

~ expressed no estimate 



Summary: g:r Qgrreat1Qndtnc~ 

The 2?00-p.lus· letters ~nd .. ca.rd~ Which have 'been handled 
by the Department, came from list~ners in all states ,of' the 
Union ~xc.ept Nevada, from several Ce.nad1an prov1nc.ea:, and 
from lands as far away as the Fij1 Isle.nds. The. response was 
greatest "'in the Eastern state's, but was also considerable in 
the West and Midwest. 

Almost all of the communications contained requests for 
the texts of the scripts. Ma.ny listeners expressed Srpprec1a-
t1on or thie opportunity to become better acquainted 'wl th the .• 
Department and Foreign Service, and urged that the ser1e·s be 
continued. 

The educational and civic values of the ser1.es have been 
emphasized Jby businessment labor leaders, enlisted me.n~ ot:t'icers 
and otners ;.; Mul t1ple requests :for copies or the scripts for . 
use ih di·s·c:ussion groups have come from profess:ors 1 ·high· school 
teachers, ministers, army chapleins, and leaders 'of :women 1 s and 
other organizations. The hundreQ. or so questions, ''~ubmitted by 
about seveqty individuals, dealt with topics ranging broadly 
over thef.lrelds of international politics and econom1os --
plus a score of Questions on employment in the Department or 
Foreign Service. . 

Wi thou.t regarding such 1•ran mail 0 as an accurate index 
to the actlilal distribution of uublic sentiment on any particular 
question, 1 t is nevertheless noteworthy that only •-Pout 3·'' ' e 
percent of those corresporidente offering specific comment 
criticized the program as p:resented, and about 4 pe~cent 
crit1c1zed U. S" foreign pol1oy. The "tan mall'' does suggest 
that the most .volatile and deeply-felt criticism of pol1cy:2s 
that related to the alleged tta:pueasernent-" of "taeci~,tsu, or 
Franco Dsrlen, Badoglio, of ~1ngs _ and of' J's.pan (betore Pearl 
Harbor~. The correspondence shows also that a subs1tant1al 
segment of the public has appreciated .the broadcasts.as they 
were presented. · · 

Some ,leading newspapers, especially metropolitan dailies, 
have published news reports of the various· 'broadcasts; and 
several have offered ed:1 torial co·mment -- both :favorable and 
unfavorable. The initial announcement was welcomed l.:>Y Newswe§k 
magazine and papers in Des Moines (Iowa), Butte (MQntana~, 
Marquette {Michigan) 1 and Youngstown (Ohio), as well as by 
the St. Lguis Post-Dispatch which has been critical of the 
Department. The Department's enterprise in widening popular 
understanding of foreign policy has been praised by the 
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commentators of R~d1o ,Dail:(, Va,rtetl, .·arid B!ll'Qoard,, who heve 
also offered suggestions as to ·prese.nta.tion,, technique. 

The New -York. TlJ;~s. and the Wa:shl;ngton Po§t expressed · .. 
editorial approval of th,e opening program, and the Times published 
1n full the· script .of the second pros.ram.. Follow1ng the radio 
progratA d~a.l1ng w1 th the Depertm~ntal reorgani.zat1on, the 
Washington Post offered sharp cr1tic1em of both the style and 
substance of that broadcast; Several 9f the newspaper head-
lines reporting .the final program featured Senator Va.ndenberg 1s 
charge that the information furnished Congress by the Department 
had been 11 inadequate 11 • (The minor variations in press and public 
comment on the respective programs are treated in·the. ANNEX to 
this report). . ·· 

:EM has :repeatedly criticized both the f,oreign policy and 
1 ts represente_tion in the radio programs, as have Samuel Grafton 
and certain other commentators. Concerning these left-Wini and 
n11beral"' cr1t1cisms of the alleged pol1cyof 11 appeaeement , 
the. SaturQ.a.:t Evening Pm1.l e,aid ed1 tori.ally: 0 'i'he campaign against 
the State Department is inspired by a small but implacable group 
••. 'l'he American people as a whole have found lt ttle taul t w1 th 
the State Department 11 tFeb. 12 ..,._ r1Folksy. Broadoas ts Won 1 t Soothe 
the Anti-Hull Bloc 11 ) • 
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- . ANNEX !O , REPORT ~N . _ _· 
_PT,!BLIQ Ff.ESPoN§E . 6' fRE :fu\Po -BlrOAI>CAS'L:S - I 

'.l'h~ Cqrr1!fpopg~n;ts • 0The grea'.t _ bulk of the 21100 coj.r•spondents 
· · - . ~erely expr·essed a reoueet for a copy ·ot · : 

the· scripts-. The greatest responae, in proportion to populat1o~, 
came fro~ 'the Eastern areas: District of Oolumb1a:~ Delaware, i 
Vermont, ,,.and New York State;· ·1ea.d1ng. The ·west (especiitlly-. - i -
Arizona aqd Calif'orni'a) and M!dwe-st {notably Illinois) also 1 

produced many letters; and in general the response was well 
die'tr1buted, 

The oommun1cat·1ans- ·came from· all sorts and e1tes ot .-
commun1 ties: from metropolitan cities, suburba.n areas, small W 
towns, as itell as ranches and farms. Almost a.11 of the 
critical letters-, 1.ncidt'ntally, ·appear to have or1g1ne~te·d in 
ta1rly sizable o~ties. - . - · 

A· co·nslder'abie number or the wr1 ter-s are engaged in public 
discuss iort: ministers, protesa·ors, lecturers, le.bdr leaders, ' 
and a tew editors ·(education periodicals, a Norweg11$.l'l-langu!lge 
newspaper) • Several organization leaders made multiple req_uests 
for copies of the· scripts· (up to 300) • 

A number of reou.ests have come from employees ot toreign, 
national, state a.nd local governments: British Embassy, 
N~therlands Embassy Ro1sl Yugoslav Consulate General in 
Chicago Brazilian 6onsula.te Genere,l in San Francisco, Bureau 
of the Budget, Office of War Information, Cttice of War Mob1l1za~ 
tion, field offices of the Departmen,t of Commerce, sta.te and 9-
local educational administrators and city soliOitors. 

Several students ha.ve said that they need the scripts tor 
their academic work; and ~omen from various parts of the country 
wanted the material for use in papers they are vr1t1ng for their 
clubs. A considerable proportion of the letters came from house­
wives, sometimes requesting an extra co''Y for a son or husband 
in the armed forces. Other individual reauests were written on 
the stationery (or billing blanks) of physicians, dentists, 
lawyers, grocers, plumbers, merchants, insurance men and manu­
te.cturers. 

Qr1tlo*sms gnd Questiops, In addition to more than 550 commun-
1oat1ons oonta1n1ng epec1t1cally 

favorable comment, there were 25 or 30 crit1oal of United States 
foreign policy and a score or1t1c1z1ng the presentation of the 
program. 

The great bulk of tbe letters critical or foreign policy --
some of them rather intemperate -- dealt with the single theme 
of the Department's "dealings with fascists". A Brooklyn 
woman inquired, "Hasn't anyone 1n th'e State Department read 
Falang~ by Allan Chase? 11 ; but more typical is this comprehensive 

' i 
I 

t. ; 
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question ~rom Chicago 11 Is· it not true that.the Stete Department 
has pursued imd .is still pursuing a .Policy of a,ppea.s~ment and· 
is still conniving with reactionary and faec1$t t·orces of the 
Franco regime in Spain, as well e.e with other known :fase1ats·in 
Europe who a.r·e too numero~s to mention here?" . . 

. Concerp1ng ·the manner of presentation, a gr:oup .ot New York 
City l1ste.ners. rtrelt a Jar. at be1ng patted on th;e he9,d: by 
Mr. Ha.rltness t condescension ••• his comments, we all voted, 
lacked dignity and conv1ct1on". A Washington 1nternat1onal 
lawyer commented after the second program, "The script scartold­
ing. :Ls m,uoh too .. obvious a.nil the .,wo;:rlaaen outs 1de the. bt41ld1ng 
attract mo~e attent,1on than the acti:vity tnsicle;· It .. sounds too 
stit.:f: and creaks" • 

. A .d1.stingu1ehed c.olumnist · .1n a private i,.e.t,te.r,. h2ts 
expressed h1s 1mpressio_n thet ''the interloeut.or pres .. ents h,i;m-. 
self ··as a .synthetic bool;> who is ·suppos.edly the av·erage. American.· · 
The .Public 0·9inion wh1~h the De!)artµ:ient needs :to consider 1s . 
not· composed of -such. bop'be; ~h~ intelligent r,>ubl1o ·Will eo1on 
conclude ::t:hiat the questions a.re. framed •• ~The tech~iaue .. is that 
of the lower forms of com.mere isl a.dvert·1s1ng •..•• ."If 1: t weren 1 t · 
that I wish to avoid increasing the Department's difficulties 
••• I ~ou.J,d :f.e,1 .that:. I had to expos~ eueh projSa.gap.d:a.•r 

.. ~o f s.r as this: ''f a,n mail" ia c:oneerned., howeve:r, ·lnany 
mo~~ .e~:res.sed ep~c1fic approval. A New York state correspondent 
said, 11 lJlr._ _Harkness puts it in plain: English. I .am very grate:­
ful ••• because there ·is so much .m1&1nt'ormat1on g1v:en. by people 
on the p.utsid..e of the Dep&rtment .• •• From Massachusetts came thi~ 
comment: ''.\'ll:at a pleasant cont.I'ast to the boastful,. blatant 
ballyhoo thrown et us over the ~ad.1.o so often 11 

• , ·· 
. ' 

A woman in Arlington; Virginia, has written: ttwe thought 
that ·tlte announoe.r, Mr~ He,rknes.s •. d1d a remarkably g.ood. job. 
That t.he scl"ipts were very welJ. p1;'epared and orga.nized and 
that the · seriee off'ered an unpreQede:nted opport1J:n1 ty to e.very­
one to beco.nte bett;er .eaqu.ainted with the aotiv·1 ti.es, personnel 
and p~o.bl~ms of our State De.partment." . · · · 

Comment .or Pres.a and Cort§@pop.dente Q!l Ind1 v1du,ftl . Program§ 

January a• :. 'l':Qe broadcs,s ~- dealing· w1 th th~, Moscow Oonre:r• 
ence was repol:'.ted in news s't;"or1e·s from their Washington bureaus 
by the ·tollowing··.c'.llvet'se a.:rray of pa.pers ~ · 

Christian So1.eho,e Mon1 tor 
. Daily. Worke.r · · 

New '.York Time a 
Ph1ladeli,phl;a::(nqu1re:r 
Wa.sh1ngton .Stt;tr 
Washington Times-Herald 

\ 
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Blair Bolles wrote in "the Washington Star: "Never '.1n 1te 
history hais 1·t. (the Department Y made such a gesturt'J ,as this , 
series· repres~n·ts t~ have the Amer1carf people .und.e~•t:and that 
the Departiltient m\'tarts something in their day-to.;;.day r11ves. 11 

Two other Washington corres"Oorinente t'ook an unt avorible v let-.r • 
. ot the bro;adcast as ttpress-e.gentry": .J. c. 0. 1Br1en .or the . 
PhiladelPAjka· · Ingu;1rer, and .. Alexander .Uhl ot RH. 'ln :.his }~ew York 
Dally News column, 8L1sten1ng In With Ben Gross", Mr •. Gross wroan 11 Here 1 s a series Which is ·a 'must1 for every 1ntell1~~nt person 1 

• 

interested! in the future ot· his 1 country". · 1 

The W'f!.tblQKtfion P!ftst ·ed\tor1e.l, "Open. ··eovenantl!tt. :referred · .­
to the broadcssts as of gre'.at pbtent1al usefulness:~·" 'and minglea · w 
praise and warning. ttin acting to bring about a closer rappo.rt 
with the American public, the Department of State enhances its 
own prestige and etfec:t1veness •.• Ir. ·they. a1'~ to·be·~riuinely con-­
structtn, thesf!, State· D$pa.rtntent· broadc'aste will ·h~ve ·to do 
more than ·e~ol measal"es alre.ady. ta.ken •. And they w·~11 c'erta1nly·

1 

need to eilibr.d:oe ·a g'reat deal. mor'e candor than the "pro.t·essi-onal , 
diplomata Cdmmonly m~1·te·st in d~aling :'W1 th the great public•" · 
In an editorial, "Fo·rce Again~t Peaoe'breakers", tht.f W'Qrqiester 
T~legram quoted extensively rrom the script. · l · · 

' ' 

Radio pg •. ly.1 s aharacter1zat1on·· was: . '1enl1ghten1rig .... ot 
a type sorely needed to acquaint a puzzled public .with demo~racy 
at work" (Jan .• ll). ·. Va:rtety also praised the Depar~ent 's radio 
venture: 1Tee-off program wae' an eye-opener in ntat11 .res·pe.cts ••• 1 

Those tak111g'pa.t"t did their :best .to dissolve any idMs ••• that ! 
the State t>e·partment hid its activi t:ies from the tf .' S. 8.tibi tra- e 
rily ••• Ho-wever, much of the ~ffect of ·s1ncerit;Y, both by Harknesl 
and the tou.r' of:t':icials on the pro·gram ·was somewhat ob&c·ur~d by ' 
the t"act that they ·sounded as if they were reading a· script 
Which most ot them had not seen before". 

1· • '. f ' 

. A oonsid~rable number of ~letters and poet oa:r(ls' containing ' 
comment were prompted by th1e.1n1t1al program. Half or more 1 

of the ori tic al 00mmun1cations appeared a.t this tim&·, and e:e0m'3d i 
to. bear no particular relation to· th:e progr'am or :the· Moscow ~ 
Conference. Favorable comment, on the other hand, (fori•tiriued to 
come in throughout the series and after its conclusion. 

While 'a man in Brooklyn complained that the.program was 
"wei~hed down w1 th detail abol.lt the m.echanics or the. Depart­
ments functionihgs", an .Iowahousew1.te wrote that·1•ton1ght's 
broadcast reveale'd a p1ot·ure of :Oemocrac{ .in act1cili11

; ~ A P'1rst 
World War nurse wrote that the ~rogram, i:f continued along , 
the present lines 1 may ·be the ·'irttluertc:e wfii'C;h Will bring peace 
to th1s disturbed world.rt The -o1'ef1dent ot the Vermont League 
ot Women Voters was 11 part1cula~ly ,intereste·d in the statement 
Mr. McDermott made to the etf~ot that every man and woman who 
is informed can hav~ a ehP.:re fn shttp!ng ·the :foreign policy of 
the nation." · · · 
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. Jtpuary "ilQ.. The. varied materials ot the second broadcast 
were variously- reported 1n the pres.a. Ma~r pap~rs Qarried a 
wire· service story of the Dep~tme:n.tal reorganization, con1'(•~n-
1ng incidental ment~on .ctt the broadcast. 1.t'he ~@W ?gr~ H!tlilS'"" 
T;;ibup,; car:r1ed 1 ts- only reference .to the entire 'broa cast · · --
ser1·es as an .1no1a·ent of the .reol'ganization story by 1ts · 
Washington correspondent, Raymond Blair. Cy Wagner, in the 
B1llbotrd (Feb. 12) said of the reorganization~ uHere the 
radio ~at the dope right from the ·source·" or .Ambassador . 
:Lvmrphy s p.art, Mr. Wagner· re{Jle.r}t>ed, ·"New light was· thrown upon 
( tne) problem. nHer:e were the tacts--- right tro~ the :inart in 
author1 ty··on the·· scene. u - · ; - . . . 

An International News Service atory devoted to Ambassador 
Murphy's statement appeared in th.e Wa@bipgton .Pg§~_ uncte.r the 
headl'1ne ''Deal with ·Darlan Saved L1vea of Thousands". 'l'he 
Chicago Triqune -headlin:e, · 11 ror~ign Service High Hat? .They 
Say It Isn't Bo", indicates the sa~cestic treatment in William 
Moore's dispatch froiu Washington, and in the subsequent T£ibull§ 
edi tor1a1. Bdth: ;the :Pa0;i.y Wofcr and the N§w Y9rk 11wcs head- .. 
lined the s.tatement by ~nde·reeretary Stettini.ue advo(}.$.t1ng _ . _. 
1tcontinu1rig and close cooperatt(mu with the Soviet Union:. ~The· 
T.ime.s on the 15th. had publ1.shed en exclua 1 v-e e tory by Bertram 
Hulen. foreoa:eting the ·reorgan1zat1on, and on the 16th gave the · 
complete broadca:s:t· ·text~ 

Samuel Graf.ton and PM cr1t1c1zed this broadcast·'• but the 
Washington Foat was eapeCTally sharp respecting the De?B.rtment's 
adoption of 11 the current style of radio sa.lesmaneh1f1 ·1n making 
the broadoast··.announae.ment ·of the reorgan,1za.t1on,"' '~at the 
·sta.te Department: should ·ape the art1s·t in commercial plugs is 
something to be wondered at~ But. that it should take, a lear 
·out. of Mr. Pe:ars-on 1s,copybook-1-w1th:out, of .course, Mr. Pearson 1s 
skill--ahows What the world is comtng to·.' To be t:a1.r with 
the State. Departntent ,· however, it JIUst be s·aid -ths.t 'the Depart­
ment has gone them all one better. 'The Great American Public 
is right there in the etud1o in the person of a professlonal 
announcer. He steers the performers, expresses the breathless­
ness of the wa.1t1ng a.nd 'muted world, and bangs the cymQals at 
the approach ·to the finale• Oerta1nly the· S't;ate .Department. 
deserv:es to ·be·· rated a pioneer 1-n this gentle art of squee"Z 1rtg 
the., maximum me?!i t· out of what 1t 1e seeking to sell the· - ' 
customers,d 

Follo'Wing. ·this broadcast, a correspondent in Wisconsin -
wrote that tor· the .f 1.rs t· t1me the Department "has .shed 1 ts ro.be 
of aueteri ty and appeared· to me as a real American in·st1 tution 
handled by actual living men . 11 A California school principal 
wrote ot the first two programs, "they have dispelled trom 
our minds some·mlsinfor?Aation and considerable misapprehension 
whi.oh we have enter~a~ned with regard to "ehe State Jlepar..tment. 
We were. happy to learn that,•·• (it') •• •1s to be streamlined to 
meet mo.dern problems." : · . · , 
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Artoth~r Californ1an commented: 11 Two things .1;~0,d out in 
the 2nd broadcast which 1· trust will :be oon.t1nued apa they are -: 
1 1 Speci~l announcements (I ttYlt th:at I was. being·. g1N'en inside 
information and being ta.ken 1·n.to. the conf 1dence o:t' ·!'the State 
Department., ••.. ) and:. 2, The report f?tont abroad and tr:om a return­
ing foreign service repreee-ntat1:ve- (this· lent .the. pJrogram the 
drama .~t l~cked in the· opening: show) • 11 

:. .· . . I 

Sev~ral. c:0rrespondente speeif1cally :ex.pressed appreciation ~ 
of Amoas'3a;~r Murphy 1 a part1c1pa:t1on;,·employ1ng such. :adJect1ves ; 
as "1llum1Pat1ng", lt1ns.true·t1ve"; and 11 exc.ellent~1 •. ~on the other 
hand, several denounced Mr. Murphy--togetherwith..MJt •. Dunn--
as an 11 appeaser". 9 

Jgp~fi;!a' 2g •. The third program, dealing with eoonom1c topics~ 
apperent y I"eee1ved less pU:bl1c1t·y· and provoked les~<c'omment : 
than any·of the· others. 'The New Yo:rK·T1mea report.-waa headed, 
11 EJtpla.1n· ·sending of· 011 to Spa·1n", and Time· ,magat.1.rte eharacteri·z(!!d 
the br1ef t:nention of this· toptc QS" 11 a· full-dreB's .de~eh:Se of 1 ts ; 
(the Pepar.f;:rnen~'s) policy toward .. Frap~9". · Slm1'l&rl;', the 
N~w B§py:bl'1·c ·said. that the "American Stet$ t>epsr.tmel\'.ti. in one · 
of .·1ts propaganda broadc.e.sts' ••• pres:ented an elabo~a•e de..tense ot 
our policy. a·t aiding Franco. n~ Vtr1et:v again praised ·the series .. 

1 

and noted that 1 t constituted: tfproor that Secretary ·Hull and . 
his aides ere aw~re of and, at least to some eJetent ,• reepons1 ve 
to public opinion ••• The State De1)artment has always been," it 
said,. 11 rem¢t·e and aloof, and even seemingly cont'e.mptuous of. 
public critic ism." . · .. · . 

Follow1ng this: program a ·Congre·ssman· Joined ... thei '~reguiar" 9 
critics, ~· and Samue.l. Grat:t.on·· Rep. Fred L. Cra'WtE>M' (R·. Mich.) 
expressed on the floor hts .ttamaz·ementtt that .the Department 
11 proposed to the p.eople ••. that we ·are unwilling to: :accept payment 
for the go~ds .. ·and credits. Which we extend to o;thie.r. ·t<luntr.ies .••• 
thereby bu~il.d1ng .up an .. attgum'en't t:o .reduce· tar:ifts: .U!d· then tear 
down the protection for Amer"ican labor and a:gricu·lture" (QQ.ng. 
Rec., p •. 6~6). ' 

. . 
PM coi;ipla1ned that the b~o·ado.asts were ·11heav1ly: weighted · 

With :f'uleoine self-prliise and defense or everything 1the I>epart­
ment has ever done • 11 In hie talk over ·.the Mutual0 Srbadcasting 
System (Jan ... 23), Samuel Grafton iehided the Departm$t for 1 ts 
11 strangely inappropria.te radio lessons in the history of dead 
events .•• At a time when Great Britain 1s trying to patch things 
up with: de .Gaulle our State. Department 1s still t:al ~1ng about 
Darlan and,. ,at a time when Br'1ta.1n is de~ng Spat1n ••• our 
State Dep~tment is telling; the .American people ••. how neutl"al 
Spain "is .. " 

A num'.t)·er ot corresponde·nt·s reques,'ted this. !)arti;eular · 
ecr1pt_. .. mentioning that the ,material had be,en found ot special 
.to:terQ\.. 4 Y1rg1nian wrote: 11 I· a1ncerely believe that this 
~. <ll)f. d14<;,,uaa1on 1s not only very educational. bu·t is what 

1 i 

' i 
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the American people really need to help prepare them for future 
Ns.tional and International conditions •.. 1 t seems to me that the 
only way the common layma.n can know about the kind of world ne 
is trying to make is to inform him with such discussions end 
reasoning as you are doing over the a1r. 11 

J~uary gs. Press reports ot the final broa~cast head­
lined~. Vandenberg's remarks. Associated Press reports. 
which have been clipped from the Bal~1morp Sun, Chr1It1an 
~§1ence ,J!.1.0ni:tiQJ:, and Wfianington P9e~, commence EtS folows ~ 
1 enator Vandenberg ••. asserted that pr1or to Pearl Harbor 
Congress and the country were not properly informed al::out the 
1realit1es that were stieeping us toward 1nevitable war•--a 
statement promptly chellenged by Secretsry of State Hu.11. 11 

These reports gave at least as much attention to the positlon 
of the Secretary as to that or the Senator. 

~ 

On the other hand, greater attention1..was given to 
Senator Va.ndenberg•s appeal by Blair Bolles in the Wasb"'ngton 
~ {"Closer Congress Ties with State Department Urged by 
Vandenberg") and by the W3sbfi}gt2n Times-H~reld (ttAid of Congress 
on Peace Urged by Vandenberg • The New York Times .didn't 
report this broadcast. 

The only editorial comment Which has become e.vailable 
is that of the Muskegon Chron~o~e, one of the Booth cha1n of 
independent Michigan da111es.§enator Vandenberg seems less 
than justified in his accusat1on that the administration d1d 
not inform Congress and the country about the realities that 
were sweeping us toward 1ne\r1 table we.r .... A leader cannot lead 
faster than followers follow." 

The f1na.l program evoked a number of letters appreciative 
of' the chance of hearing Secrete.ry Hull, A Rocheete1' (N .Y.) 
woman felt that 111t was so neighborly to hear the voices of 
our distinguished statesmen.'' A Chicagoan was "in~ignant ••. 
when Senator Vandenberg assumed he 'Was making a Republican 
speech in the Senate or on the stump, 11 and recommended "the.t 
you go easy in using speechifying Congressmen on any future 
program." On the other hand, an enthusiastic writer from 
Jersey City said: 110rdina.rily, almost invariably, the air­
waves are ruttl.td to an extent which -is rtot conducive to orderly 
discussion and understanding when Democrats and Republicans 
meet on the same radio progr,un: but ton1ght .•. your great series 
of programs concluded 1n a manner befitting .our great Depart­
ment of State--orderly, 1nforme.ti \re 1 immeasurably interesting • 11 

At the· close of the series, a correspondent in Canajoharie 
(N. Y.) wrote, 11 It 1 s regrettable the people of the Nation c ennot 
tiave such wonderful teaching every week~ 11 A Cleveland woman, · 
req_uest1ng "those four mastn'-f1eent radio programs"~ remarked, 
"I think now 1n terms of TMy Government 1--not, 1they', in 
Washington 11 

No 


