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SUPREME mmwmm : &mukwxm |
ALGIED EXPEDIMTONARY FORCE N
Psychological Warfare nxvmnﬁ*-\ N w :

1. .*he rollowina notes are bused or ersonal 1nt&mr i S ony
members of the civiliam »opulation of ‘several Kainela G AT Y
 espmeially Cologne, Bonn and Bad Godegberg. Mo grestal sighiy
cance shou, attached to them thanm would ordinariﬁ?’n Ak’
to the info narrative of a travellear freshly rotu He. NN
a country'amC@ fmmiliar to him, The walue of sueh imprelniqw#;
may lie chiefly in the zssistaznce they give to more thorol S T
assessments of the nroblems upon whieh they bear and i% is ix ﬁ&, oo
this sense that they are presented, iny coneclusions whiph mﬁ)%"
be drawn from them must necessarily be of a preliminary zpnd g
tive meture and recuire the scrutiny of & marﬂ detailed anéd pal
taking research for ultimute corroboration or rejectiaﬁ*

2. JIhe Bcene

" fhe Rhineland has suffiered heavily. Cologne is ukm&tt
pletely destroyed. From sny puint &f the city, the wview towar:
the cathedral is unobstrueted. The maln thoroughfares have‘” ,
cleared of debris, but wny smeller streets, especiully in the
residential areas, are still impassable,

The university town of bonn, on the othey hand, 'as re

some relatively lntact aress. fhe central part of the bums v
gection, as well as the univerlt buildings, however, are im PR
Reconstruction, unthinkable in Ci wgns, or u% least 23 far as the
mejor part of the city is concerned, could be sud essrully uriepe:
taken here.

Bzd Godesberg has been the @éit fortunate of the three ﬂiqua
large portion of the bullt-up érea is only partially demaged,
ém gsundition of the numerocus small country towns and villages
of this seetion of the Rhine varies from uttmx desolation to com-
plete intaetness, depending upon the fortumes of war. It was
observed, however, that faormers from still inhadited pluces were
busy in tne fields, pastures and vineyards, Many of the zmall
%trunk gardens, however, near railread lines and the mafm woad
" “mpproaches to the towns, have been tossed into swsm hesps of earth
by heavy bombs and would require a fleet of dull-&osers te mersly
level thelr surfaces, An early spring has Prought out the firss
bids of the shattered frult trees and plants, Thare 13 wwmy
1ittle civilian traffiec zlong the roads and hiahwmyu rith t
exception of a crowded farmer's cart or & few Dicyoles: -ank
edeastrians. One or two small groups of fowelgmers, sppdsr
rench or Belgian, were met ip some remoter reglilonz, Offf
state that civilians continue to trickle back into the towWns
the outlying distriets in spite of rozd control and that the 1w
population of a given locazlity tends to exeeed the 2 P
registrations, Billowing clouds of dust raised by ‘td#ﬁlﬁlﬁ‘
eolumns of illied motor thansport trace wavering Limonruu #hi

horizon.
3 No Objection To Declassification in Full 2010/08/30 : HiA—BAUMER«4~A~3~2~2
o Ihe Potuns
Alowg the streets through which the vdhielen pass, She vekE
r and the vary old stand and starc~ o m.tn%ﬂa@agwj

ts not fear, but wonder,
§.£9§§§c§3ui:%e'am3 shout:  They do ﬁbt ry 'Any oan,

tnd for once America's password seems to have called fort
respoRse. Soldlers sigantlr 4y® village helles but noth

et Non-fratorniaatian anonm to hava takun a firm hol]
G.I. mind, S
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When rosd information 1s asked for, the passN g pedestr
replies with alacrity, often hurrying aeross the :ighwaym&o
advice with an eagerness bordering on servility. Sher 4aivi 0
may come running out of their houses, arguing among themselvedys
vwhat seems to he a gemuine desire to assist the "forel
Greetings, if any, consist of an apologetie “Guten Tag"
to the cap, but the children's arms outstretenhed in exej
come are still stiffened in the famillar gesture of an ep S0,
%"Heil®,  They have never learned hew 4o waFe, Lo

Just what proportion of the population has remiined in o
thelr former abode will not be known wntil registration has b
completed. Some towns and villages seem as dusty :nd pesecefuly
except for our supply eolumpne, as in the deys befare the war.
The townsfolk go about their Bunanaas, not speaiting wuch, ard .
careful to keep out of the wey. In other lsss fortunute lecalities,
the destruction has been too womgleta\far fuxther hunsn bhabltati -
and, as in Dueren, scarcely one German is emscountered alé ]
nraiprud twisting rosd shrough the ruins. Here and fhere,
feable wiforta are being made to repair & Mmsuged house, and an
old man or woman is poklng about ir what was once a Iy pagior
and lately a sniper's hide-out. 1l15-year old boys & ““f_fﬁ'_:‘ﬂ&ﬁ
men trudge about -- there are no men beiwwer these agas %o be spwm,
It is astonishing now many eripples snd paralytics there seem to
Pe -- half the male populatién of some small villages stumxps alomg

or carries & withered arm or is lad by the hand, 0ddly enough,
people are decently clothed and look ag if they still ug%gg@”
Gellars are neatly xept and the Germunic passion for cleanliness
appears to heve lost none of its powsr even under ¥ appalling
conditions., Faces look thing, however, and t'e children have
that characteristic pallor of malnutritiom so famillar throughout
Purope, The pollicy of guns,K for bubter has left 1ts mark,

¥het are the true szentiments g these people of the cities
towns and villages of the Rhinalanz To wﬁat extent do they
reflect what we must expect us we thrust eastward ilnto the heart
of the Reich? Yo what extent are they ¥aals in the accepted

senze of the word, and to what extent are they Just "Germans®, i.,e,
Gerean spesking men and women of the Baine valley?

Any answers to these and similar questlons received from
German nationsls will be colored by one all-pervading, paramount
feeling ~- lmmense relief from fear, No more bombs, no nore
"garpets®, no more incendiaries., Four and a half years of aerial
warfare hacs had a profound effect upon the Teutconie nind, and
especially upon the rot-too-strong-hecrted Rhinelander, For

him it suffices that he has somehow survived -~ his cures for the
Immediante future are for himself, ris wife wund his family., As far
as he 1s concerned, ideglogical dizcussions carn walt,

This state of mind makes any investigation of the basie
attitude of the Rhinelsndey towards the Allied occupyling forees,
towards his former leuders, and towsards his own responsibilisy for
the world disaster of which he is forced to\now assume his shars,
exceedingly diffieult. Some salient facts, however, do appear.
None of the civilians interrogated, from the Janitor‘s wife to the
universit: ~=~fasann oxve avidence of sensing personal guilt | “
ir the s1N0 Objection To Declassification in Full 2010/08/30 - HIA-BAUMER-4-A-3.2.2 |
individual political leanings, must bear he Darx uvi puews wwew j
simply not oe¢curred to these people. Affirmetions of hatred [
of thelir "Nagi" masters, aexpressions of rellef at the arrival o
of the 4l1lies -- especially of the Americane -- are 0o frequent } ;
snd commonplace to merit attemtion., Some referred to their
®Government" as "c¢riminals®, but others, like the janitor's wifs,
obstinately declined to employ any term stronger than "those
1diots®, those "idiots" who are Inelsting, &8 she inferred, upom
the senseless destruction of the "Fatherland®, This latter case
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1s interesting, beczuse it reveals the disciplined, inherent .
layslty of gny German to xkm an estabdlished regime. No admission
was to be made t0 s member of the oeecupying forces thet it was a
regime composed of anything worse than mentslly unbalurieed
individuals. Again, a complete lack of & sense of guil :

.. A univerk&ty professor, & man of intermatioral reputatdon,
when presented with the question of how to explain the depthe %o
which a large proportion of his countrymen had sunk, shook his

head in confusiom. That such trends to brutality might be
fundanental and achisve horrid fruition under the Netional Boclalist
regime is still far from his mind. He, and naturally pis wife amd
family, he feelds, are merely the victims of an historieal develope
ment and he and his friends suffer along with us in a commom

catastrophe.

- The impression is gathered that these Germans, now "safely®
in our hends, rather expect life to go on much us it did before,
with us to help them to their feet as speedily as nossible. True,
individually they have suffered -- but with no conception whatever
of the calamlty they, collectively, have brought upon others. If
th.% are chastened, it is solely because they Lave lost son,
husband, brother, house, home, their woidly possessions -- im
short, what the loser in war may g¢xpegt to experience. If, as
of ecourse oftem oecurs, Hitler, and now more often Hiumler, is
named &35 the chief criminel, the interrogator is left to feel
that dhis subject is in no way related to these men or to their
collengues, that there is no ianer connection, no link between the
rulers and the ruled. Naturaily, every possible argument is
adduced to prove this to the interlocutor -- ardent Romen Catholiw

1. intense dislike of "Pwussianism", independence of the
iﬁ!;il&n » even active menmbership in an oppogition movemant.

If care is not taken, these peonle may suceceed in convineing
some of us that in the firal anulysis, they, as Rhinelanders and
Cathollies, are nothing wore than innocent bystanders at the scene
of the crime. They will have forfottem their enthusiasm when
Hitler "recalled” the Saar to the Reich, when the bands played the
Wehrnacht over the Hindenburg bridge into a jubilisnt Cologne,
when thelir triumphant mechanised soldiery swept across the Lowlands
and into the heart of France. They forgotten -- these
nemories lie buried beneath the dust of their cities,

Three fundamental attitudes toward the cecupying fordes have
become discernible. First, there is the fanatic, who, disguising
his convietions, hes remsined behind te live to fightex another
day. But in the majority of instunces, he and his family have
fled ecastward, and thelr shops und houses sre deserted, It was
noted, however, that in at lesst one case, as at Bonn, a -
notoriously Nazl firm was busy repairing its damaged premises am the
maln business street, It was ujoarent that the allied suthorities
had not got wind of the¢ political comnections of this potential |

®resistance group". Cooperative Rhinelanders stated openly that'
there were any mumber of Nugzis still c¢irculating in Bad Godesberg
and Bomn, and this wmay well hold true of other localities. A
Proper screening can be curried out only with the sssistance af \“«
reliable persons intimatelv familisr with tha nmulaesdan SN
No Objection To Declassification in Full 2010/08/30 : HiA—BAUMER«4~A~3~2~2‘_\_
Secondly, there 1s the Bhinelunder who genuinely considers ”V ;

himself "liberated”. For him, freedom from the h.te 21 yo ¢
has been brought by our Armieﬂ'and he 13 apt to give ?ufi\-’hﬁl
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¥ery loud --volece to hils feelings. There sre meny of these
people among both the so~ealled upper and lower clusses, In
individual cases, they muy have suffered directly under the Party
Tule, and, in a few instences, have persisted in non-cowperztion
or even active resistance, ﬁhere esn be no doubt, howeber, that
now the wind is blowing from the othardirection, the weather-cock
has swung full about and ¥convietions® with it. dost frequent
lament is showd we have been duped by those briganda¥®, Then
follows the inevitable claim that in falrmess to those who have
always "opposed® Hitler and what he represents, the Allies must
differentiate between Cermens and CGermens and favor professed
anti-Nagls and willing collaborators.

A third sector of Germuan public opinion is beginning to take
shape under sllied military rule. Vhile the Nazis lis low und the
anti-Nazls are in full ery, another type is finding voice behind
closed doors. These are the people who, while disowning Naziism, -
emphasise their "Deutschium®, their “Geruanity®, and, in spirity
are "anti-Ally". In fact, this very expression is ﬁecoming
current smong the Germons themselves and collaborators or sympés
thisers with the x Allled cuuse are wary of this cluss, Interrom
gatorn, when questioning such individuals find @ cool reserve

ndieating & morale surprisingly intuct. It is reasonable to
assume that for many of them the war and its outcome is an incideat,
the effects of which may be overcome as long 48 one does not lose
one's identity as & "true German”, The Party, &8s such, is itself
only & phenomenon of history, and, in time, will be repluced by
other leaders. Now, survival and the preservation of the Germanie
spirit, have highest nriority, Many mepers of thils cluss
recolleet Germany's recovery from the o¢eupation of World Wer 1

and see no resson why this xmfms second experience should have a
deeper effeet upon & stesdfast mind, The development of this
attitude, supported ss it is by some of the more gonservative
population, most of whom were not member: of the Party, shoflld be

enrefullx watched, It is . potential source of the kind og
reslstance mgst difficult to eradicate, beesuse, not being based
on the relatively evamescent theories o0f a current ideology, it

draws upon the natioual heritage as a whole for its source of
inspiration. If such besic convictions are now ferming in the

Rhinelsnd, what must ¥m we expect in €entral Germary and in other
strongholds of natlonal fenaticism? If the reaction smong °

Rhinelanders is that perhaps the Nazis were wrong, but !iﬁ_%ﬁg_gggxl

%g;gge&”, what will be the flavor of "inner reslstance" e
orests of Thuringle and the filelds of Frankenlsnd?

4. The Problem N

The short-term problem, government by the oceupylng foree,
i8 being dealt with by the sAllied military goverrment teams. In
the three loc:ulitles wvisited, the problem wuas being fuced squarely '
and honestly; how efficiently, results alone will show, To tone
M.(3. heads, the size of the task was almost overwhelming. 1f
governing the city of Bomn uppesred feasible, how was Bonn-Lamd
with 1ts over & hundred thousand villagers to be c¢ontrolled ¥ If
Burgomasters were to be murdered, how were they to be protected i
and with whom does the finsl responsibility rest} If M.G. teams
were to follow each other in rapld sueccessinn. <¢ =t Rad nﬂa.mh-.1A3:22
how was un effNo Objection To Declassification in Full 2010/08/30 : HIA-BAUMER-4-A-3-2-
oecupying forces 1o pe zenlegedy  With some degree of reason,
Germans complained they had hardly learned the wishes of one
officlal before e was regl&ced by another, and it was xhliﬁgot‘.
they but the job whici suffered as a result. Fear of the "Fema®
is strong enough to prevent some oth:rwise willing Germans from
cooperating. i Bonn university professor begged not to be taken
to the office of the M.0. in & jeep, asserting his raume would be
immediately noted by "watchers¥, Others feigned uncancﬁrn‘in thelr
faste to climb on what they suppose to be the bamd-wagon of .

gooperation with the allies.

p
"l g,
/- ’ e
—n - N



T
@

| No Objection To Declassification in Full 2010/08/30 : HiA—BAUMESA«A&QQ

w
~,

The long-term probles, the eradication of the Nasi spirit and
of German militarism, i: closely associated with one of the wuajor
difficulties confMiting our M.G. men ~~ how to identify a "genuine®
Nazi. Screening can & sceomplish & great deal, if carmfully
carried out, sndzeny & hastily wppointed town official hawg been
unccereaocniously evicted when hic Party connections camé to light,
But in the natural desire t¢ eliminate gll suspected Neszl syapathie-
sers, ownershi, of the Purty buttom 1s being overestimuted as a
final ecriterion. On the other hand, little attention is paid to g
the degree of support an indlviduzl lent the Party. In a considerabls
nunmber of ca&ses, membership in the Party, often zcqulred only at
a relatively lgte dute znd under grest moral pressure, indicates
at most unwill?Ehess on the part of the individual c¢oneerned to
sacrifice caoreer and family for the szke of convietion. In the
Rhineland, as person:zl observation ecorroborated, many nen, especidly
sehool-teschers cnd white-collur workers, succumbed to the insistent
demand for Purty membersnip, without, however changing thelr views,
Now, not & few of these teachers, sm:ell busliness wmen and petity
office holders, ure :roffrzing tieir services und are belng turned
down. 4s was pointed out in vne city, &n untutored farmhand with
& spotless, because never exposed, politicel record, will .:uke a
poor substitute for = sanitory inspector tralned for the job but
barred by the sign of the sun-wheel on his lapel-button. But evem
tne country yokel, entrusted with responsibilities beyond iis
powers, i: potentially fu.r lecss cangerous to long-runge illied
olaming than yet snother type -~ the country gentleman. His
record is probably zlso clear, zs for as Purty membershlp 1s
concerned, and for & simyge reason -- in most instances he would
refuse to eunsort with such solitical upstarts. His interests
appear to lie harmlessly in bis farm or bis stud -~ and in the
affuirs of his fumily «nd relatives. More than likely, he is a
mezber of the nobility usnd bears a ®von" or "zu® before hig name.
Naturaliy, he served as sn officer in World War 1 under the Kaiser,
and now hils sons are serviig as officers of the Third Reieh, or
they have nlready served, loyal to thelr o«th,C49” the death,

Herr Von znd Zu, zlong with industrialistsx and big' business men,
will, however, have tihree supreme interests in thesé times of
ccnfusion: the preservation of the identity of his elanj the
mainteinaznce of his social and economie positiony and, above all,
the furthorance of the traditlion of his family, the tradition of
soldiering as & career, War is his business. War hes been the
business of nhis friends and relatives for hundreds of years. He
does not intend to go out of business mercly because his country
i3 oeccupiled. He «nows himself to be technieally, politiecally
Wpure®, and it is very probable that he will seek to cuplitalise

on this knowledge. He will find ways tc nmuxe himself iandispensable
and xzgreeable und will count on certai. svelal advantuges of his
class Lo achleve this. He will be met with in inerecasing numbers
age our armies move eunst and south and north -- he is not so
strongly represented in the bourgeols cociul structure of the
Rhineland as =ri¥x elsewhere.

The radical elimination of men of tiis type from posltlous
of influence und the permanent resiriction of their ‘redatory
instinects 1s uwbsolutely eszentlal to the peace of Lurope, very
effort should be wvade now to identify, mark and, if necessary,
wholly destroy, this clique of professionsl wo=m weoo-s - A3.2.2
thelr aid, H"J-tl,\]o Objection To Declassification in Full 2010/08/30 : HIA-BAUMER-4
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of brutal conduesve, vnatever thelr relationsiip to the Party
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may heve been, thelr war gullt as a clugs 1s beyond any discussiom,
and they shoulu be given no opportunity fescape the conszegquences.
Srould they survive, they can count on the support of the anti-xilly,
reasctionary,z conservative burgeocis, who, with then,rstains his
falth, if not in the "Fuehrer® so nevertheless in the Fatherlandw

Thelr's is thne original %underground movement®, Its strength
lies 1n its unparulleled capaclity to survive matlional discster,
to coneentrzte all its forees upon cne elearly-defindl goal, und to
hand down from generatien tr gensration a herltnge of hate. It
must be our task, not only to disrupt for all time this tenacious
continuity of purpose, but to combat with every ueans at our disw

posal, the veneration for the militury caste so charactcri tie of the
GermMn nation w5 a vhole.

4. Sumazy

In #n ares severely dumuged, but by no weans entirely destroyed,
a clvilian copuletion is seeking & return to normsl anditions :
of livirg. it the moment, its member: wure sufferivg from shelle
shoek, and, in the mejority of cases, is unable or vowilling teo
think for itselfl or agsume rrsnonsibility. However, it is
obedlient to orders issued by the oceupying forees, onc shows only
moderate Oor well-disguised resentment st the Allied poliey of none-
fraternisetion, To meny, such a4 policy is in thelr view diffieult
to understind, because, as was to be exp&cteq, they ¢o not feel
themselves in any sy guilty. Food ¢nd bous ng :re the two wost
pressing problems wity whieh they nave toconn&nd, end it is obvious
that they expect Allied sssistence to nelp solve trem, There 1is
no fear of enemy forces. An shti-alliec feeling 1s, growing among
a eertoin cliss of the Inhsbitonts of the Rhinelanﬁgﬁi potentially
dangcrous from the long-térm view, Official Allied emphasis upom
Party memberznly as a badge of totwl disgualliflcatiém for posts

of administretion or authority mey lead to inefficiency of

militury goverrnment. Potentially more dum erous to Allied longs
term policy, ure elements with technically clean slates but
belonging to the military snd landed classes, who may inflltrate
Into pluces of influence. Non-fruternisation, now adhered to by
the lower-ranks, is iess strictly observed by officers, especially
whers locsl eaerg¢nc£3ﬂ has resulted in BX billetxing with civilians,

Our experience with that portion of the population whilch
ressined behind to wweit the arrival of the Allied forees, while
providing «n excellent prelimirazry tresining in military government
apd the sclence of oecupetion, does not provide reliable indicatlon
of the nature of ovur future prcoblems, It may bex assumed that
In €entrel Gersmuny, end in part: of the souterh and northern
provinces, many elements of the copulation will prove less
cooperutive than thelr more uduptuble neighbours of the Rhimeland.

JOHN P. DICKSON
Captsain  USMCR
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